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August 21, 2018
An interview with Camilo Mejía.
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“Camilo Mejía was born in Nicaragua, the son of famous musician Carlos Mejía Godoy. His mother was a staunch
Sandinista activist but separated from the father soon after his birth. She brought Camilo to the United States as a
single mother in 1994, four years after the Sandinista electoral defeat. Living in Florida, Camilo struggled to make ends
meet and joined the U.S. Army to pay for college. Just a few months before completing his service, Camilo was ordered
into the 2003 invasion of Iraq. After serving one tour of war duty, he refused to return and was imprisoned for nine
months.” [Source; Rick Sterling, TeleSUR]
“… to put it in simple terms Nicaragua right now it’s being the subject of a form of aggression by the United
States known as a soft cool other people know this modality of regime changes color revolution it’s pretty
much the same thing. It’s an NGO led nanced and orchestrated 100% by the United States as you know
under the guise of pro-democracy protests to overthrow the democratically elected government of Daniel
Ortega and Rosario Maria in order to turn Nicaragua into a cheap market for transnational companies to
ransack…”

What is Really Happening in Nicaragua?
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Purpose Goes to Latin America [Part II]

PURPOSE GOES TO LATIN AMERICA [PART II]
August 26, 2018
By Cory Morningstar

This is part II of Purpose Goes to Latin America. [ Part I, published August 8, 2018]

Foreword:
In part one of my report Purpose Goes to Latin America ( August 8, 2018) I demonstrated how global powers
orchestrate destabilization, war, economic and imperial domination via the facilitation of NGOs that comprise the nonpro t industrial complex. Speci cally, I looked at how this successful strategy is unveiling itself in Latin America. I
explored “New Power” as a new instrument of hegemony, whereby New Power exponents when mobilized, can be
successfully manipulated to serve neoliberal forces in ways never before achievable.
I disclosed the fact that Purpose (the for-pro t PR arm of Avaaz) has set up in Latin America with campaigns and
projects underway in Brazil and Columbia. This is not a coincidence. In the ongoing destabilization e ort being waged
against Venezuela, Columbia is being used as a base to launch further aggression. [August 9, 2018: Colombia Can Not
Lend Itself to a Foreign Intervention against Venezuela] Consider Purpose “movements” are not decrying the more
than 300 assassinations of Colombian leaders over the last two years [Source], rather they are organizing Concordia
Summits to facilitate an advancing privatization in Columbia (and the world at large), as they court right wing
politicians and oligarchs. This can best be described as “power in white face”.
“In the presence of the so-called White Helmets on the border with the brother country, the rst-class
treatment given by the Colombian government to conspirators and provocateurs… While we condemn and
denounce these grotesque maneuvers, we alert our people, the progressive and democratic peoples and
governments of Latin America, the Caribbean and the world, not to allow more interference with sovereign
Venezuela… Colombia can not lend itself to a foreign intervention against Venezuela. Our continent is a
zone of peace and we must not allow ourselves to be deprived of that right.” — August 9, 2018: Colombia
Can Not Lend Itself to a Foreign Intervention against Venezuela [Emphasis added]

+++

PART II
MOBILES COUPLED WITH SOCIAL MEDIA EQUAL THE CAPTURE OF MOMENTUM BY NEW POWER
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Source: GSMA Intelligence
This is where the lines between NGOs, internet and militarism begin to overlap and blur. In part one of this report, we
discussed New Power at length as the new tool for expanding global hegemony. By the conclusion of this report, we
will have explored the machinations of our new digital world, and how neoliberal and Imperial forces are using it to
further colonization and drive economic growth – all under the guise of freedom, democracy and human rights. At this
time, in the year 2018, we have come full circle to the inception of this blueprint, charted in 2007.
“This paper suggests that the rapid spread of information and communications technology (ICT) in the
global south o ers possibilities for democratic and social change unmatched since decolonization.” —
Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation, 2007
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In 2007, Res Publica completed a research and advisory project for the Gates Foundation titled Prospects for eAdvocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation. (From the report: “E-advocacy is the
strategic use of ICT by individuals or movements to press for policy change.”) The Project Leader for the project was
Res Publica and Avaaz co-founder Ricken Patel.
“Moreover, penetration of these technologies can revolutionize advocacy long before they reach substantial
percentages of the population. The President of the Philippines was deposed in 2001 in an SMS-organized
mobilization he called a “coup de text” when just 15% of Filipinos had mobile phones. — Prospects for eAdvocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation, 2007

However, there are formidable barriers to the realization of this opportunity. The digital divide is felt most
acutely in sub-Saharan and South/Central Africa. While mobile phone penetration is growing rapidly even in
this region, the promise of the internet and other ICTs is dimmed by regressive telecommunications policies
and poor infrastructure. Across the global south, censorship and intimidation have shut o the internet as
a source for social change in nations most in need of reform.” — Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global
South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation, 2007
The lead researcher for the project was Mary Joyce who worked for the Gates Foundation and the Berkman Center for
Internet & Society at Harvard. [Source]

“The study of e-advocacy in the global south is a new eld and as such this report is based on the synthesis
of di erent elds of expertise rather than the summarizing of existing research… e-Advocacy is the future
of social change.” — Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates
Foundation, 2007
Katrin Verclas, Executive Director of Nonpro t Technology Enterprise Network, was one of two expert advisors to the
project. In 2018 Verlas, named one of the Most In uential Women in Technology by Fast Company in 2011, was
indicted by the U.S. Justice Department for fraud. [March 29, 2018: German Citizen Indicted For Major Fraud In
Connection With A State Department Grant, March 29, 2018]
The second expert advisor, digital political strategist Alan Rosenblatt “built the Center for American Progress’s* social
media program (2007-13) and trained nearly 20,000 people across the world in digital/social media strategy, including
civil society leaders across the Arab world in 2009; executives at leading advocacy groups and news media outlets;
Members of Congress and their sta ; as well as a couple future kings.” [Source: LinkedIn] [*Founded/directed by John
Podesta. After losing his congressional seat (D-VA), Res Publica/Avaaz co-founder Tom Perriello, served as President
and CEO of the Center for American Progress.]
“Network-centric mobile activism is seductively simple. Massive events can be created with little or no e ort
or cost.” — Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation,
2007
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“If possible, fund the fringe, but if this is perceived as too high a risk then invite them to the table by
including them in conferences and convenings.” — Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global South – A Res
Publica Report for the Gates Foundation, 2007
Case study authors included Rishi Chawla (Global Internet Policy Initiative), Atieno Ndomo (Bretton Woods, Unicef,
WFP, UN), and Priscila Néri (Researcher/Res Publica: “Wrote the case study on Brazil for the report “Prospects for eAdvocacy in the Global South”, commissioned by the Gates Foundation and published in 2007. The report paved the
way for the launch of Avaaz.org, an international network focused on promoting global activism on a wide range of
issues.” Source: LinkedIn. Néri is now with Witness). Gbenga Sesan (Harvard, Paradigm Initiative, Africa), and Idris
Sulaiman (Research consultant for World Bank, now with WBCSD) were also authors.
Those in charge of reviewing the paper included Rob Faris, Research Director for the Internet and Society of
Harvard and OpenNet Initiative (which is mentioned further in this report), and Janet Haven of the Open Society
Institute. [1]
June 2017: Number of unique mobile subscribers worldwide hits 5 billion:
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Source: GSMA Intelligence
Excerpts from the Gates project report under the heading “The Cellular Savior”:
“The mobile phone is changing the way the global south communicates. Even as the number of landlines
grows slowly, the growth of mobile phones is sky-rocketing, changing the connectivity potential for the
planet…. What these gures indicate is that mobile phones are a great opportunity for e-advocates who
want to reach a mass audience, and the applications are endless. [p. 18]

“… After the successful implementation of SMS [short message service/text messages] campaigns at the
national level, the Gates Foundation might decide to fund an international SMS campaign*. Unlike the local
SCO partners of the pilot programs, an international campaign would partner with international advocacy
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organizations with strong technology programs like Greenpeace, Oxfam, and the new international eadvocacy organization Avaaz.” [p. 41] [*Highlighted text in original document]

“The Gates Foundation has the unique ability to lead this new front of social change. The foundation’s
distinctive experience in providing access to technology and challenging inequality in the global south,
combined with resources that rival many nations, make it an ideal trailblazer in the global promotion of eadvocacy. We the researchers, writers, advisors, and reviewers of this report urge the Gates Foundation to
take on this historic role. [p. 5]
Here we can pause for a moment to re ect. Avaaz, et al were not working toward a goal of ensuring every person on
Earth would have access to clean drinking water. Rather, they were united in a global undertaking to ensure everyone
on Earth would have access to a mobile phone. There is a quote attributed to Vladimir Lenin, in which variations are
known to most in the Western world: “The Capitalists will sell us the rope with which we will hang them.” Perhaps in
the 21st century we should update it to “The Capitalists will sell us the mobiles with which we will hang ourselves.”
There is little doubt that if society had chosen not to purchase cell phones, our corporate overlords and oligarchs
would have put them in cereal boxes for free. But of course, we lined up and paid for our own enslavement, just as
Aldous Huxley so aptly prophesied in 1931.
“The goal of this funding strategy is to create a structure in which access to ICTs leads to a cyclical process
of innovation and dissemination in e-advocacy which leads to social change. The nal result of the
implementation of ever improving e-advocacy methods is social change, achieved bit by bit through
thousands of e-advocacy campaigns worldwide. E-advocacy is a powerful means for social change in the
global south and the Gates Foundations has the unique ability to make that potential a reality.” —
Prospects for e-Advocacy in the Global South – A Res Publica Report for the Gates Foundation, 2007

THE IGARAPÉ INSTITUTE

The Igarapé Institute was formed in 2011 as a “think and do tank” in Brazil. The stated purpose of the institute is
“raising attention to the challenges of violence and insecurity across Brazil and Latin America.” It works with
international organizations such as the United Nations and the Inter-American Development Bank toward changes in
government policy. The institute is headquartered in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with sta in São Paulo, Brasília, Bogota
and Mexico City.
Canadian Robert Muggah is the co-founder of the Igarapé Institute, SecDev Group, and SecDev Foundation.
The Igarapé Institute “supports a range of alliances, including with the CivCap group, UN, World Bank, World Economic
Forum, World We Want and many others in civil society.” [Source] Key partners include Crisis Action and a wealth of
United Nation divisions. A “shortlist” of its key partners that operate under the auspices of “peace and security”
inclusive of Crisis Action, and the International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect is extensive. Funders include
Open Society Foundations, SecDev Foundation, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and Virgin Unite.
Honorary Igarapé board members include Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former president of Brazil, and Cesar Gaviria,
former president of Colombia, both having served as key early architects of neoliberal reform.
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Notable is the fact that the International Peace Institute (IPI) is cited as both a key partner and funder. Here we will
divert, if only to once again demonstrate the nefarious interlocking directorate amongst the elite institutions which
serve as the halls of power for empire and the advancement of colonial global domination. IPI is the discreet and
upper level arm of the United Nations specializing in “multilateral approaches to peace and security issues”, working
closely with the UN Secretariat and membership which has speci c regional programs in the Middle East, Africa, and
Asia. The IPI convenes “high-level panels” that focus on international a airs and armed con icts in the international
peace and security genre.
The IPI Vienna Seminar on Peacemaking and Peacekeeping is an annual event, held in Vienna, Austria since 1970.
Notable documents from the 39th seminar (June 14-16, 2009) are the foreword, and preface for the paper “The UN
Security Council and the Responsibility to Protect: Policy, Process, and Practice”.
March 1, 2011:
“The International Peace Institute (IPI) and the Diplomatic Academy Vienna have put together the rst
comprehensive analysis of the role of the UN Security Council in the ongoing process of implementing the
responsibility to protect (RtoP).”
Authors of the paper include Susan E. Rice, former U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Gareth
Evans, President Emeritus of the Brussels-based International Crisis Group and co-chair of the International Advisory
Board of the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect.[Full bio].
International lawyer Rita Hauser chaired IPI for 23 years, stepping down in 2016. Hauser’s background is extensive. On
December 23, 2009, former US President Barack Obama appointed Hauser to the President’s Intelligence Advisory
Board while in 2001 Hauser was appointed by President George W. Bush to the President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board. Hauser is Chair of the Advisory Board of the International Crisis Group. In 2007, Hauser was elected to
the Board of the Global Humanitarian Forum in Geneva, Switzerland, which was chaired by Ko Annan. She has served
as a director of many organizations including the RAND Corporation and the International Institute for Strategic
Studies (London), as well as a former member of the Board of Advisers of the Middle East Institute. Hauser and her
husband established The Hauser Center for Nonpro t Organizations at Harvard University, and she is Co-Chair of the
Dean’s Advisory Board at Harvard Law School. She received the Award of the Women’s Leadership Summit at Harvard
Law School in October 2008.[Full bio].
The modus operandi employed by “humanitarian NGOs” advocating for peace, security and “democracy”, falls
somewhere between George Orwell’s euphemisms laid out in the 1949 publication 1984. Today we bear witness as
“war is peace” dovetails with the term doublethink (“the power of holding two contradictory beliefs in one’s mind
simultaneously, and accepting both of them.”) If we add in Jeremy Heiman’s New Power methods (see part 1), what we
have is a world based more on ction than reality. Aldous Huxley’s prophetic Brave New World written in 1931, almost
pales in comparison to today’s blind servitude among the conditioned masses.
“Power is in tearing human minds to pieces and putting them together again in new shapes of your own
choosing.” —George Orwell, 1984, published 1949
The following excerpt is from the IPI website. Published August 10, 2018, following the western-led failed coup attempt
against Nicaragua:
“At the vanguard of Nicaragua’s uprising are the thousands of young protesters who have and continue to
risk their lives. To them belongs the laurel for having exposed the path to dictatorship that, under a
democratic veil, has been advancing in Nicaragua. The young protesters behind Nicaragua’s uprising do not
belong to a political party, nor do they subscribe to any of the main political ideologies.”[Source]
It is important to highlight the very end of that statement: “[N]or do they subscribe to any of the main political
ideologies.” Finally, a semblance of truth. The targeted youth, the 21st century sacri cial lambs for empire, are being
socially engineered by entities such as Purpose and CANVAS (discussed further in this section) to organize not only
against their own best interests, but in the interests of the ruling elites and global corporatocracy to which they will be
further subjugated.
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+++
The co-founder and executive director of Igarapé Institute is Ilona Szabó de Carvalho. Carvalho’s bio is extensive.
Since 2007 she has consulted with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the
Development Assistance Committee (DAC), the UNDP, the EU, and several international non-governmental
organizations (INGOs), conducting assessments across Latin America.

Co-founder Robert Muggah (Research Director and Program Coordinator for Citizen Security) has an extensive
background consulting with the mainstream economic structures that impose nancial dictates on the Global South,
which are done in the best interests of pro tability for multinational corporations and banks. “In 2010 he also cofounded the SecDev Foundation and Group – organizations devoted to cybersecurity and the digital economy,
especially in the Middle East and Eurasia, and South Asia regions. He consults with governments, the UN, World Bank
and rms ranging from Google to McKinsey” and “serves as a senior adviser to the Inter-American Development Bank,
UN agencies, and the World Bank.” [Source] [Bio] [Emphasis added]
“In 2017, Igarapé’s research, analysis and commentary were featured in 7,647 news stories published in 107
countries and territories, e ectively doubling the number from 2016 (3,206). Igarapé researchers produced
130 op-eds, published or reproduced in 275 media outlets around the globe. More than 1,500 stories
appeared in the Brazilian media and nearly 2,500 stories were published in international news outlets… It
also expanded its domestic and international pro le through participation in 135 events, which included
conferences, panels and lectures in 18 countries.” [Source: 2017 Igarapé Institute Activities Report]
To further illustrate the intermingling of the NGO network with these powerful entitites that comprise the global
capitalist infrastructure, the Igarapé Institute has given multiple keynote lectures at high-pro le venues such as the
World Economic Forum’s annual meeting in Davos and Dubai, TED and TED Global, and the UN General Assembly. The
Igarapé’s research was featured in agship publications of The Economist’s Intelligence Unit, the Organization for
Economic Cooperation, the United Nations o ce on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and the World Bank. [Source: 2017
Igarapé Institute Activities Report]
The Igarapé Institute has an operating income of $BRL6,352,059.00 ($USD1,547,486.45). [Source] This “operating
income” is a direct result of the in ux of funding from Open Society Institute and USAID. Additional nancial support
comes from IPI and Jigsaw (Google). [Source: 2017 Igarapé Institute Activities Report]
The number of Igarapé partners is extensive and includes the Purpose project Movilizatorio, Open Society
Foundations, the Brazilian Ministry of Defence, Inclusive Security, United States, and Amnesty International Brazil. [Full
list]
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The following observation is of critical importance. From the book Enabling Openness: The Future of the Information
Society in Latin America and the Caribbean by International Development Research Centre, Canada, it is observed:
“Through the research conducted by Instituto Igarapé we have analysed many examples that re ect a
signi cant move towards this new form of policy making. Through the Open Empowerment Initiative (OEI) –
a joint research project with the SecDev Foundation of Canada, aimed at understanding the e ects of
“cyber empowerment” on the recon guration of the social, political and economic spheres in Latin
America– we have observed an ever bigger role played by the democratising potential of new technologies.
These have allowed civil society actors to make their voices heard and to become involved in areas of public
interest that were once the exclusive domain of the state, such as public security….

These types of websites include: change.org, gopetition.com, petition24.com and peticiones24.com,
thepetitionsite.com, signon.org, elquintopoder.cl, avaaz.org, sumofus.org, causes.com, getup.org.au and
twitition.com.” [Section 3, Smart data, digital inclusion and interactive democracy: Re ections on the use of
ICTs to enhance citizen security in Latin America by Gustavo Macedo Diniz][Emphasis added]
Of interest and perhaps unknown to the author is that the bulk of these “social change” websites have been created
by the same and select group of individuals that inhabit elite circles. Audience and spheres of in uence are of
paramount importance here since it is the foundation of whose interests is ultimately at stake. With this in mind, we
can note that many of the websites are exclusively written in the English language (as opposed to Spanish,
Portuguese, Arabic, etc.) Yet this doesn’t appear to be a barrier to the desired changes sought by the think tanks.
Ultimately, this begs the question of who the target audience truly is. However, this is changing as international NGOs
now shift their focus to developing countries to spread their message among the indigenous youth residing in critical
hot spots in the Global South, which mirrors the online “clitcktivism” rampant in the Western world and its
indoctrinated youth.
To further explore this line of questioning, we can delve into the Operations Newsletter compiled by Mr. Je Harley US
Army Space and Missile Defense Command Army Forces Strategic Command G39, Information Operations Division.
[Vol. 12, no. 04, February 2012] The compilation includes an article describing the December launch (2012) of the
State Department’s “virtual embassy” for Tehran, essentially a standard U.S. embassy website without a physical
embassy standing behind it – which could be duplicated for Syria and any other potential geopolitical targets in the
future. Also highlighted is Muggah’s SecDev in Syria:
“It’s di cult to measure how much e ect sites like the virtual embassy have, Anderson said, but ideally they
can present a clearer vision of U.S. society, culture and policy than what’s portrayed in Iranian state media.

“It’s basically the hearts and minds things,” he said.

The Damascus embassy’s website could easily be transitioned into something like the Tehran website,
Anderson said, but would be stymied by a lower level of tech savvy in Syria.

About 20 percent of Syrians are online compared with about 30 percent of Iranians, according to the
OpenNet Initiative, a joint project by Harvard, the University of Toronto and the SecDev Group, a Canadian
security and development company. Syrian Internet is signi cantly less developed and more regulated,
though, according to ONI.
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A more important diplomatic tool than maintaining the website, Anderson said, will be maintaining a U.S.
presence in social media. Ambassador Ford’s Facebook chats, for instance, could be done just as easily
from Washington as from Damascus and would reach a wider audience.” [Emphasis added]
On March 12 , 2018 a lecture titled The Rise of Citizen Security in the Americas by Robert Muggah was to be presented
by the University of Calgary Latin America Research Centre (later cancelled). In the event description along with
Muhggah’s extensive background, it reads:
“Latin American and Caribbean societies are among the most violent on earth. With some exceptions, the
problem appears to be worsening. Why? There is not one, but several explanations that account for the
steady increase in violent crime across the region. In addition to widespread impunity and jarring
inequality, a major part of the problem is connected to repressive and punitive approaches to tackling
criminality.” [Emphasis added]
This is a glaring representation of the obvious modern paternalistic aspects of the relationship between North
America and South America. Latin American and Caribbean societies are not among the most violent on earth. Rather,
they are among the most exploited. Exploited by the hands that feed the non-pro t industrial complex and institutions
that hide the cold hard fact that US imperialism and the capitalist economic system are both founded and dependent
on violence.
Examples of Muggah’s extensive collection of hit pieces written to disparage the governments of Nicaragua and
Venezuela that continue ght back against foreign interference include:

It’s really hard to say which city is the world’s most murderous [in Venezuela], February 27, 2016, published by
Agence France-Presse
Venezuela is on the brink of civil war. Here’s how its neighbors could stop it, August 2, 2017, published by PRI
Nicaragua was one of Latin America’s least violent countries. Now it’s in a tailspin, July 19, 2018, published by LA
Times
The only way out of Nicaragua’s violent crisis rests in Ortega’s hands, July 19, 2018, published by the Globe & Mail
My Turn: Robert Muggah: Ortega cracks down on his people, July 24, 2018, published by Providence Journal

SECDEV

Joining SecDev co-founder Robert Muggah is SecDev CEO Rafal Rohozinski. Rohozinski is a founder and principal
investigator of SecDev and OpenNet. He serves on the advisory Board of the Canadian Association for Defence and
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Security Industries (CADSI), and, the Canadian International Council (Canada’s foreign relations council). He is a senior
fellow for cyber security and future con ict at the British think-tank International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS).
IISS was rated as the tenth-best think tank worldwide and the second best Defense and National Security think tank
globally in 2017 Global Go To Think Tank Index. IISS works with governments, defence ministries and global
organisations including NATO and the European Union.

“New Frontier in Defense”, February 2, 2017, “Rafal Rohozinski speaks with NCAFP member Edythe Holbrook after the
program”. “The National Committee on American Foreign Policy, Inc. (NCAFP) was founded in 1974 … It is a nonpro t
policy organization dedicated to the resolution of con icts that threaten U.S. interests. Toward that end, the NCAFP
identi es, articulates, and helps advance American foreign policy interests from a nonpartisan perspective within the
framework of political realism”. [Source] [Emphasis added]
In January 25, 2018, the French philosopher and author, Dr. Lucien Cerise observed the blurred lines between digital
“phishing” and behavioural change achieved via social engineering in the paper The Social Engineering of Identitarian
Con ict:
“According to the famous computer hacker Kevin Mitnick, social engineering is the art of deception; it is
essentially about playing on the credulity of others to modify their behavior, which is also what “phishing” is
all about. The fact that the apex is perceived with trust or indi erence allows it to be seen, but not as the
architect of con ict. It is a matter of “hiding in plain sight”, a “royal art” and technique used by
prestidigitators, illusionists, esoteric societies, and secret services.”
This is exactly what think tanks in collaboration with NGOs, global institutions and media are now being able to
achieve with increasing precision. It is doubtful that such engineering, global in scale, could be achieved outside the
digital age.
Like Dixon of Purpose, Muggah created a Syrian based anti-Assad #AmennySyria through The SalamaTech project, an
initiative of The SecDev Foundation:
“The 8-week campaign was launched on July 1, 2014 by SalamaTech in conjunction with several partner
organisations.
The campaign has already reached more than 480,000 people on Facebook alone.
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

16/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

Digital safety matters in Syria. Syrian netizens are being captured, tortured and killed because of their
online activities. This threat comes not just from the Assad regime. Armed groups like Jabhat al-Nusra and
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) are also capturing and torturing people to access their online accounts.
When a Syrian human rights defender (HRD) is captured, his or her entire network including friends and
family, are exposed.”
The SalamaTech partners in its #AmennySyria “movement”, include Cyber Arabs ( a project of the Institute for War and
Peace Reporting), Technicians for Freedom (now seemingly defunct), The Syrian Revolution Technical Guide (now
seemingly defunct), The O ce for Security Counseling of the Syrian Revolution (now largely inactive), and Orient News.
[Source]

Another notable creation of SecDev is the digital awareness campaign, Salmatech Project which produced the Syrian
project A Tale of Two Cities targeting the Canadian youth audience: “All Canadian participants in the Tale of Two Cities
project will be required to undertake public speaking engagements within their schools or community groups, to
share their new understandings… We are seeking Canadian partners – teachers, educators, donors – who would like to
support the Tale of Two Cities e ort.” [Source]

As the American left is besieged with the most intense Facebook censorship crackdown to date, consider the opposite
set of rules for SalamaTech in the August 2014 “Special Report, A ‘Kingdom of Silence No More’: Facebook & the Syrian
Revoltion”:

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

17/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

“Facebook has rede ned community in Syria, both online and o . The communities that have emerged
through social media provide a glimpse of what a post-Assad Syria might look like: diverse, divided and
chaotic; but also empowered and connected – connected like never before, including across the sectarian
and geographic barriers being increasingly erected by the war.”[Emphasis added]
Diverse, divided and chaotic; but also empowered and connected”… like Libya? From the most prosperous nation in
Africa to an absolute failed state? It’s nothing less than tragic that the NATO-led invasion of Libya did not teach the
West a thing about Western-backed regime change under the guise of “humanitarian intervention”.
“From the earliest days of the revolution, Facebook and YouTube served as indispensable platforms for
Syrian non-violent activists to call for change and to organize. As Dlshad Othman states: “The internet has
been central to the revolution in Syria. It brought us together. It taught us about our rights. It gave us
freedom.” [p. 2][Emphasis added]
Here it is not only wise to ask the question as to who Dlshad Othman really is, in this modern day of NGO warfare,
doing so is imperative. In 2012, Dlshad was chosen an Internet Freedom Fellow (one of six), a program funded by
the U.S. State Department. Of interest is the fact that another chosen Internet Freedom Fellow, Andres Azpurua of
Venezuela, was a RightsCon (Access Now) speaker in May of 2018 (“Information Controls in Latin America: Censorship
in Di erent Layers and Nuances“)(information on RightsCon/Access Now follows.)

In a testament to the intermingling of modern day social media for neocolonial purposes of propaganda, the Twitter
accounts utilized by SecDev foundation and SecDev Group follow a liated organizations such as Citizen Lab, Global
Voices, OpenNet Initiative, Freedom House, NED, US Embassy Syria, Rising Voices (Global Voices), Brookings, Rand,
Global Citizen, Chatham House, Carnegie Endowment, Crisis Group, Igarapé Institute, the White Helmets, Omidyar
Network, Skoll Foundatiom and Amnesty International Tech.

NGO REBRANDING EXERCISES

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

18/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

As the Syrian Army (and her people) continues to defeat the seven-year long destabilization e ort carried out by the
most powerful military forces on Earth, The Syria Campaign (Purpose) saw t to launch a new initiative (May 17, 2018)
with a new branding strategy: Idlib Lives: The Untold Story of Heroes. Partnering with Peace Direct, the new PR
campaign, peddled by the Guardian, included a new website, a new hashtag (#IdlibLives) and a new report bearing the
same title.

Peace Direct US Board members includes Michael Ryder, former head of the UK’s Foreign O ce’s Security Policy
department, dealing with international defence and security, and Carolyn Makinson, former Executive Director of the
International Rescue Committee. Sta are comprised of those a liated with USAID, digital strategy and marketing
rms, United Nations, etc. The UK division includes Eleanor Harrison, Chief Executive of GlobalGiving UK and patrons
Scilla Elworthy. Elworthy assisted in the creation of The Elders Initiative (co-founded by Richard Branson) and acted as
an advisor to Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and Richard Branson. In 2002 she co-founded Peace Direct alongside
Carolyn Hayman OBE. Other alliances include Baroness Helena Kennedy QC, HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan,
and Dame Emma Kirkby. [Source]
May 26, 2018, The Guardian: Amid Syria’s horror, a new force emerges: the women of Idlib:
“Assad’s position was boosted last week when he nally achieved control of all areas around Damascus. The
almost daily aerial bombardment of Idlib by Syrian and Russian forces is expected to be stepped up.

The regime has repeatedly used chemical weapons in Idlib. Despite this attrition, a new report, Idlib Lives –
The Untold Story of Heroes, by the independent advocacy group the Syria Campaign and the international
anti-war organisation Peace Direct [6] paints an extraordinary picture of creative resilience and innovation
in the teeth of appalling adversity – and at a time when the UN says international assistance and aid has
fallen to critically low levels.”
The executive summary of the Idlib Lives report features extensive writings by Raed Fares, the Syrian face for the new
campaign:
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Raed Fares is the Syrian face for the new Purpose campaign
On November 6, 2015, Fares made an appearance at The Atlantic Council (a Washington think tank), where he was
introduced by Ambassador Frederic Hof – former special advisor for transition in Syria to Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton at the U.S. Department of State. [Source] A week prior to the Atlantic Council appearance, Fares met with US
Congressman Ed Royce, Chairman of the House Foreign Relations Committee.
Fares was a 2017 speaker for the Oslo Speaker Forum as was Srdja Popovic (CANVAS, Harvard, Otpor). He is the
founder of “Radio Fresh”(the Kafranbel Media Center) which received funding from international groups including the
Human Rights Foundation, and the U.S. State Department. [Source] Fares is also a speaker at the Arab Conference at
Harvard (the largest pan-Arab conference in North America).
“In late 2011, Fares produced one that challenged Obama’s inaction and suggested the world would be
better if George W. Bush were still president. ‘Obama’s procrastination kills us; we miss Bush’s audacity,'” —
January 31, 2014, Raed Fares, Hu ngton Post
In the Dec 4, 2014 New York Time article Radio-free Syria, the reporter describes her interview with Fares in the back
seat of an automobile with incredible candor, disclosing Fares dalliances with those directly aligned with the U.S. State
Department:
“The two Americans in the front seat laughed. One, a 57-year-old named Jim Hake, is the founder and chief
executive of Spirit of America, a nongovernmental organization with the explicit mission to support U.S.
military and diplomatic e orts… The driver, Isaac Eagan, 33, is a U.S. Army veteran who works for Hake.
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Earlier that week, Fares had slipped over the Turkish-Syrian border to meet Hake and Eagan and collect 500
solar-powered and hand-crank radios that Spirit of America, working with the State Department, was giving
to his radio station, Radio Fresh.”
Also undergoing a major re-branding exercise is the Purpose Syria Deeply which has been transformed into
Peacebuilding Deeply.

HACKING CONFLICT

In 2015 a #HackingCon ict #Diplohack Challenge was co-organized by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, The SecDev Foundation (Canada) and the Canadian International Council. It was promoted in the
following way: “The event will emphasize the political like-mindedness of Canada and the Netherlands in international
a airs, and the vast potential for creative, political cooperation to solve di cult global challenges… Speci c resources
relevant to the con icts in Syria and Ukraine – such as social media data streams – will be available for teams that
choose to use them…. Please note that the #HackingCon ict #DiploHack challenge will be by invitation only.” [Source]
[Emphasis added]

The particpating groups that comprised the “Hacking Con ict Teams” submitted proposals, that included Disrupt the
Chain: End Barrel Bombs in Syria and Chorus : Joining voices to combat sexual violence in Syria.
Under the banner Flash Notes from Syria, SecDev Foundation produces publications such as Facebook Prison:
Testimonies from Syria , A “Kingdom of Silence” No more: Facebook & The Syrian Revolution and A Risky Business: The
Internet, Circumvention and Iran’s Digital Generation.
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CYBER DIALOGUE
“The [2014] Cyber Dialogue conference, presented by the Canada Centre for Global Security Studies at the Munk
School of Global A airs, University of Toronto, convened an in uential mix of global leaders from government, civil
society, academia and private enterprise to participate in a series of facilitated public plenary conversations and
working groups around cyberspace security and governance.” [Source]
Signi cant attendees among the cabal of participants from the 2011 Cyber Dialogue conference were Brett Soloman,
[2] former campaign director for Avaaz and Purpose Action Board of Directors and co-founder of Access Now, as well
as Ron Deibert and Rafal Rohozinski from SecDev:
“Ron Deibert (PhD, University of British Columbia) is Associate Professor of Political Science, and Director of
the Canada Centre for Global Security Studies and the Citizen Lab at the Munk School of Global A airs,
University of Toronto. The Citizen Lab is an interdisciplinary research and development hothouse working
at the intersection of the Internet, global security, and human rights. He is a co-founder and a principal
investigator of the OpenNet Initiative and Information Warfare Monitor projects. Deibert was one of the
founders and (former) VP of global policy and outreach for Psiphon Inc. and a founder of SecDev.cyber.”
[Source] [Emphasis added]

“Rafal Rohozinski is one of Canada’s thought leaders in the eld of cybersecurity. He is the founder and CEO
of The SecDev Group and Psiphon Inc., and his work in information security spans two decades and 37
countries, including con ict zones in the CIS, the Middle East and Africa. In 2005-2006, Rafal served as an
embedded Chief Technical Advisor to the Palestinian Authority. He is a senior scholar at the Canada Centre
for Global Security Studies, Munk School of Global A airs, University of Toronto and previously served as
director of the Advanced Network Research Group, Cambridge Security Program, University of Cambridge.
He is a senior research advisor to the Citizen Lab, and together with Ronald Deibert, a founder and principal
investigator of the Information Warfare Monitor and the OpenNet Initiative.” [Source] [Emphasis added]
Other 2011 participants included Rex Hughes, a cyber defence advisor to NATO, James P. Farwell, consultant to the
U.S. Department of Defense, Carl Gershman, President of the National Endowment for Democracy, and scores of
representatives with military, state and “cyber defence” backgrounds. In addition, the far-reaching list of think tanks,
NGOs and institutions included Open Society, USAID, Access Now, Freedom House, and National Defence Canada.
[Full list of 2011 participants]
To illustrate the fact that this is an ongoing process of domination, we can look at a similar conference that took place
in 2015. The RightsConocation conference took place in Asia (Manila) which is detailed in the following excerpt:
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“Hosted by Access Now, RightsCon is where the world’s business leaders, technologists, engineers, investors, activists,
human rights experts, and government representatives come together to build partnerships, shape global norms,
showcase new technologies, and confront the most challenging issues at the intersection of human rights and
technology. More than an event, RightsCon is a global community with thousands of leading voices across stakeholder
lines.” [Source]
Avaaz and the SecDev Foundation were key participants in a massive cast of those that today shape the world – and
in ltrate our “hearts and minds”.
According to Avaaz’s Brett Solomon, Executive Director of Access who hosted the event:
“The conference is taking place at a time when governments, companies, technologists, and human rights
activists are dealing with a range of pressing issues in the Southeast Asia region. From Singapore to
Malaysia, Myanmar to Hong Kong, Southeast Asia’s 600 million people are coming online rapidly, and its
businesses and consumers are making innovative use of technologies to develop their economies and to
expand activities online. This explosive growth has huge rami cations for human rights.”[Source]
The 2018 RightsCon event took place in Toronto, Canada with a speaker list so extensive, it is six pages long.
“Born out of the aftermath of the 2009 Iranian election, Access uses cutting edge technologies to help
people living behind the rewall, provides thought leadership on the new frontier of digital rights and
mobilizes a global citizens’ movement of 300,000 people in over 100 countries.” — Cyber Dialogue 2012
participant webpage

OPEN EMPOWERMENT INITIATIVE: LATIN AMERICA

The Open Empowerment Initiative (OEI) is a partnership between Muggah’s SecDev Foundation (Canada) and the
Igarapé Institute (Brazil), which not coincidentally was also co-founded by Muggah. Its said mission is to “investigate
how cyberspace is shaping citizen action and state-society relations in LatinAmerica. The third partner in this modern
day NGO “axis of evil” is the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), a Canadian Crown corporation
established by an act of Parliament in 1970 to help developing countries nd solutions to their problems. Most of
IDRC’s funding comes from annual appropriations from Canada’s Parliament. IDRC also receives funds from other
sources, such as foundations and other Canadian and international organizations. [Source]
From the SecDev website, Open Empowerment Initiative: Latin America:
“The past twenty years have seen the greatest expansion of information in the history of humanity. We now
create more information in two days than we did from the dawn of civilization. Two-thirds of humanity are
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now connected to the internet. There are more cell phones than people on the planet. Computing power
doubles every 18 months. The cost of communication continues to fall.

We live in revolutionary times…

Institutions are under stress as digital natives — those born into a 24×7 online world — ex their political
muscles. Empowerment in the wired world is not constrained by borders or convention. Street protests in
Brazil and the regional narco-economy share commonalities. They are made possible by friction free
communication that enables coordination without hierarchy and lowers the barriers of entry into the global
marketplace.” [Source] [Emphasis added]
As we have barely scratched the surface upon the matrix of allied NGOs, cyber rms, military institutions, think tanks,
institutions, states and media, working in tandem to remake the world in the image of the West, the following excerpt
from the paper The Moment of Truth – A Portrait of the Fight For Hard Net Neutrality Regulation by Save the Internet
and Other Internet Activists by Strand Consult, July 2016, sheds much needed light on the barren, manufactured
“movements” of the 21st century:

“Activist causes could not be achieved without a signi cant investment in digital tools and technologies. This
includes a database of users and associated marketing and communications technologies to engage the
user bases. Activists organizations and political parties have been honing these tools over the last decade
with regard to net neutrality. A 2006 article describes net neutrality as “the brainchild of the likes of Google
and Amazon.com, which want to o er consumers things like high-speed movie downloads, but don’t want
to pay the network operators a fee to ensure what in the industry is called “quality of service”– i.e. ,
ensuring the consumer gets what he pays for quickly and reliably.” The article describes the founding of a
“Data Warehouse” by Hillary Clinton political adviser Harold Ickes, a fundraising list service and data mining
operation. The $11.5 million investment was supported primarily by Soros, Google and Amazon. Former
Democratic National Committee Director of Engineering Nick Gaw explains in a video how the data
warehousing function runs on Amazon Web Services to enable Democratic party members to be elected at
local and national level and to mine the information of its voters. Gaw is now the Senior Technology Advisor
for Avaaz.org, an online platform to conduct online activist campaigns including European campaigns
against Brexit, Donald Trump, and Monsanto’s Glyphosate. The website notes some 44 million members.
Avaaz was founded by Brett Solomon [3], now Executive Director of Access, a net neutrality advocacy…

With well-funded, globally coordinated, digitally sophisticated campaigns, SavetheInternet and related
Internet activists have succeeded to deliver hard net neutrality regulations in some 50 countries. Internet
activism is an industry; “digital prostitutes” who will lend their support to corporate-inspired causes are
available for hire; and net neutrality activism has received hundreds of millions of dollars of support from
corporate and foundation funders intent on protecting their nancial portfolios and business models. USbased net neutrality activists franchise and broker their activism models and concepts to a variety of activist
entrepreneurs around the world.” [Emphasis added]

[Also see the June 20, 2016 Disruptive Views review titled Moment of Truth – the ght for hard net neutrality
regulation]
OpenNet Initiative was created as a collaborative partnership of the Citizen Lab at the Munk School of Global A airs
and Public Policy at the University of Toronto, the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University, and
the SecDev Group in Ottawa. [Source]

RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT
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From 2008 to 2015, More In Common (a Purpose project) co-founder Gemma Mortensen served as executive director
of Crisis Action. The Deputy Executive Director for Crisis Action, Nicola Reindorp has contributed extensively to the
Responsibility to Protect doctrine: “There, she led Oxfam’s global campaigning on con ict and humanitarian crises,
working alongside allies in government and civil society to achieve the historic agreement by world leaders that they
have a responsibility to protect populations from genocide and crimes against humanity, at the 2005 UN World
Summit. From Oxfam, Nicola moved to set up the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect.” Prior to this,
Reindorp was an advisor for Avaaz. [Source]

Nicola Reindorp of Avaaz, Jonathan Hutson of Enough, 2011: “The bishop presented an Avaaz petition to the Security
Council with nearly half a million signatures, calling for Security Council members to take urgent action to halt ongoing
human rights violations in South Kordofan and other parts of Sudan.” [Source]
+++

[Crisis Action Who We Work With – Our Network, Crisis Action Who We Work With – Core Partners, Crisis Action Who
We Work With – Campaign Partners, Crisis Action Who We Work With – Funders]
+++
Prior to founding Avaaz, all co-founders of this organization share a vital common They all share a background
working in one capacity or another for the United Nations. Over the decades they have only strengthened and utilized
this relationship to serve the elite classes and empire as a whole. A prime example of this relationship is Avaaz cofounder Tom Perriello, who worked as a legal adviser to the UN and related bodies in Sierra Leone, Darfur and
Afghanistan and later became a US congressman helped into power by former US president Barack Obama. Another
person of prominence is Avaaz co-founder Andrea Woodhouse, who formerly worked for both United Nations and the
World Bank (where she continues today).
The following excerpt is from the journal article, Power of the iMob authored by Andrew Marshall, a media consultant
and former journalist who worked for Avaaz as a paid consultant in 2009.[Source: The World Today, Vol. 68, No. 3,
April & May 2012 published by the Royal Institute of International A airs]:
“Avaaz, ultimately the largest and most global of the dot-orgs, also came out of MoveOn and its alumni.
Individual co-founders included Ricken Patel (Avaaz’s Canadian executive director); Tom Pravda, a former
British diplomat; Tom Perriello, who had worked as a legal adviser to the UN and related bodies in Sierra
Leone, Darfur and Afghanistan and later became a US congressman; Pariser, formerly of MoveOn; Andrea
Woodhouse, formerly of the United Nations and the World Bank; and Australians Madden and Heimans.
38Degrees, the next in the family, was launched in May 2009 as a British parallel to GetUp! Founders
included Ben Brandzel, formerly of MoveOn; Gemma Mortensen of Crisis Action; Paul Hilder, also of Avaaz;
and Benedict Southworth of the World Development Movement. Most of these people had worked with
government or international organisations abroad. Madden had served as an army o cer, and worked for
the World Bank in East Timor and the UN in Indonesia. Heimans had worked for McKinsey. Others had
been with NGOs. Patel, for example, had been with International Crisis Group in Sierra Leone, Liberia,
Sudan and Afghanistan. Several had been at elite academic institutions…
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

25/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

The dot-orgs are also growing up and moving beyond an online-only presence: indeed they would say that
online was never the point. In Syria, Avaaz provided cameras and satellite communication gear to help the
opposition to get its story out. This isn’t coincidence. Patel’s movement may for many people symbolise
technology and geekdom, but Patel is much more interested in what technology can actually achieve. The
organisation has for some years experimented with the use of new technologies to help activists
communicate, broadcast, witness and report atrocities and bring in intervention” [Source]
This is most revelatory since this sentiment is not expressed by an outsider, but someone who has been immersed in
the Non-Pro t Industrial Complex.
The background into both Avaaz and Purpose has been documented extensively. Further reading of the 2012
investigative series is required reading for legitimate activists and movements in the global south.
Higher Learning : The Center for Applied Nonviolent Action and Strategies (Otpor)

Harvard’s Pied Piper: On Friday, April 13, Srdja Popovic o cially became the 53rd Rector of the Scotland’s rst
university. (via St Andrews).
Part 4 of the 2017 investigative series on Avaaz analyses the role of Harvard University in global destabilization
campaigns via the churching out of “activists”, “thought-leaders”, think tanks and doctrines at large. Of particular
interest is Srdja Popovic, co–founder of Otpor, now rebranded as Center for Applied Nonviolent Action and Strategies
(CANVAS) and his position at Harvard Kennedy School as Lead Instructor for the Harvard “executive education”
program, Leading Nonviolent Movements for Social Progress. Popovic leads the course with Otpor co-founder
Slobodan Djinovic.
Djinovic established one of the rst internet companies in Serbia (MediaWorks) which since merged with two other
providers to form Orion Telekom where Djinovic serves as the CEO. [Source] Djinovic is a counselor of the World Bank
and a co-founder of the ICT Hub (information and communications technology, closed in 2008). According to the
Financial Times: “Djinovic is a good-looking former basketball player with an MA in international relations from The
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in the US, and has a self-possessed, con dent air. He founded Serbia’s rst
wireless internet provider and could be a Silicon Valley mogul if he wanted to, but instead he gives half of what he
earns to keep Canvas a oat. (The other half comes from various NGOs and the UN.)”
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OTPOR! Is the organization credited with the overthrow of Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic in 2000 and has
since played a leading and pivotal role in Western backed “coloured revolutions“.
“CANVAS has welcomed interns from Harvard University since 2013.”— CANVAS website
Harvard is not alone. Popovic and his regime change squadron now engage with some of the world’s most prestigious
universities, including the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Johns Hopkins, Columbia University, Rutgers (NJ),
Colorado College, University of Essex, Northeastern University, Grinnell College, Georgetown University, United States
Air Force Academy, Belgrade University, Rutgers University, George Washington University, Syracuse University,
University of Alabama, University of Virginia, University College London, Arcadia University, George Mason University,
Bayerischer Rundfunk, University of Notre Dame, Yale University, St. Michael’s College, Loyola University, Watson
University, Stanford University, University of California, Berkeley, Freie Universität Berlin, Universität Heidelberg, and
University of Colorado Boulder. CANVAS courses and intern programs with many of the aforementioned universities
are ongoing.
“Akin to the Central London Hatchery and Conditioning Centre in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, today’s
so-called environmental leaders and human rights activists are not (yet) genetically engineered, rather they
are socially engineered experiments decanted from Harvard, Yale, Rockwood Leadership Institute and
other institutions of indoctrination that serve and expand the global hegemony. One could theorize that
today’s 21st century activism is a new process of mimesis – the millennial having assimilated into spectacle –
far removed from both nature and reality.” — The Pygmalion Virus in Three Acts [2017 AVAAZ SERIES |
PART II]
Amongst CANVAS’s partners are the Albert Einstein Institution, the Article 20 Network, New Tactics, Humanity in
Action, Partners Global, the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX), and Project Shield. Otpor/CANVAS
funders/a liates include National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Freedom House, US Agency for International
Development (USAID) and the International Republican Institute (IRI).
On February 27th, 2012, WikiLeaks began publishing The Global Intelligence Files which consisted of over ve million
e-mails from the Texas headquartered “global intelligence” company Stratfor. Disclosed emails revealed that Popovic
had an extremely close relationship with Stratfor. [Dec 3, 2013: Globally Renowned Activist Collaborated with Stratfor]
Twitter accounts followed by CANVAS (only 267 as of this writing, accessed August 25, 2018) include the Avaaz NGO
and Avaaz co-founder Ricken Patel (8th and 9th follows), Avaaz’s Emma Ruby-Sachs and Luis Morago, Purpose, Purpose
Europe co-founder Tim Dixon, 350.org, and numerous Occupy accounts.
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Srdja Popovic of CANVAS

Six- gure salaries and the ties that bind: Riga, Latvia, 2014: “Before Biko, Peter [Gabriel] brought onstage some special
people working for human rights: Yvette Alberdingk-Thijm of Withness, Leif Coorllim of CNN Freedom Project, Jennifer
Morgan of World Resources Institute, Emma Ruby Sachs [Deputy Director] of avaaz.org, Ellie Feinglass of Namati
Mozambique, and Srdja Popovic of CANVAS Serbia.” Peter Gabriel Back to the Front Tour [Source: TONY LEVIN’S
WEBSITE AND ROAD DIARY]
Following in the footsteps of Avaaz co-founders Jeremy Heimans and Ricken Patel, in 2014 Popovic was listed as a
“Young Global Leader” by the World Economic Forum in Davos. In 2011, Foreign Policy Magazine listed Popovic as one
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of the “top 100 Global Thinkers”(joining Avaaz co-founder Ricken Patel in 2012) for “inspiring the Arab Spring
protesters”.

CANVAS: “Where We’ve Been”
On the CANVAS website, the “educational institution” documents governments being crushed by foreign/Western
interference and ongoing destabilization e orts against targeted states such as the recent failed coup attempt against
Nicaragua:
“#SOSNicaragua – Is the Ortega Murillo Dynasty Crumbling ? -The protests may have started in response to
a social security system reform. What follows, however, will be determined by the population, fueled by
repression, discontent, and poverty. A people that hasn’t been this fearless for 30 years. And as fake metal
trees are falling to the ground, a population armed with social media is on the rise.” [Source]
VIDEO: New Power: How the West is Orchestrating Social Media to Capture Latin America. In this excerpt from an
exclusive interview with Max Blumenthal (the Gray Zone), President Daniel Ortega describes the impact of the social
media campaigns unleashed against the Sandinista Government in an attempted coup. [July 30, 2018]
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New Power: How the West is Orchestrating Social Media to Capture L…
L…

“… but these retirees were barely out on the street when suddenly a hashtag came out called OCUPA INSS*
which is the social security Institute building and that went viral internationally and suddenly we found
ourselves confronted by this sort of embryo of a force through the social networks that was really quite
powerful actually. And when the situation… because then the people came, you know people, young people
who had been hearing this on the, through social media came down to the Social Security Institute building
and they went into the building and many of these were really the supporters of the very same parties and
governments that had been in power in the 17 years when the retirees were not getting any money if they
hadn’t lled their entire quotas, and that was also the rst time that the leaders of the Catholic Church, it
got involved in a con ict of this nature…” — President Daniel Ortega, Nicaragua
[The @OccupaInss twitter account contains what could be said, the key architects of the destabilization movement
(396 following, 15k followers, with 52, 274 “likes”on Facebook. Accessed August 24, 2018). The account follows three
international NGOs. Two being Avaaz and Amnesty International (as well as Amnesty International Press –
@Amnestypress ). Also followed is the US Treasury Department, the Organization of American States (OAS) (a colonial
thorn in the side of Venezuela, Bolivia and Nicaragua), the U.S. Department of State Spanish twitter account. The third
international NGO followed is Bianca Jagger, President and Chief Executive of the Bianca Jagger of the Human Rights
Foundation under the twitter account Bianca Jagger Nicaraguense por gracia de Dios with 69.5k followers.]

[For an accurate assessment on Nicaragua, one can read the TeleSUR article Nicaragua’s Sandinista Achievements
Ba e World Bank, IMF, August 31, 2017]
CANVAS publishes weekly reports (the rst published June 12, 2017) highlighting political hot zones and states
targeted for regime change including Syria, Venezuela, Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Myanmar,
Maldives, and Cambodia.
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Srdja Popovic twitter account
Commencing in 2018, states featured in the CANVAS spotlight include Cuba, Bolivia and Nicaragua (which has received
highlighted weekly coverage since April 20, 2018). As this article is focused on the in ux of NGOs in Latin America to
meet Imperial objectives, it is critical to note that Cuba, Bolivia, Nicaragua and Venezuela represent the primary
targets for destabilization in Latin America at this time. [See the CANVAS analysis on Bolivia, Brazil and Venezuela.]
“On the level of a bottom-up approach, opposition leaders like María Corina Machado have advocated for
popular protest and resistance as the best way to topple the Maduro government. This would require more
than just street protests and would need to be an all-encompassing e ort from all sectors of society.” — p.
35, CANVAS, Analysis on situation in Venezuela, August 2016
CANVAS states that regarding the Venezuela “uprising”, “the student movement was the primary group involved in the
2014 anti-government protests”. CANVAS acknowledges the protests contained “virtually no representation of the
majority class in Venezuela”:
“However, although the opposition has used grassroots campaigning to gain the support of the poor in the
past, they seem to be losing their sense of what the poor majority wants. This was evidenced most visibly in
the 2014 protests, where the largely student-based middle class population marched, with virtually no
representation of the majority class in Venezuela, the poor. This was because the opposition has chosen to
advocate for changes unfamiliar and of less concern to the poor than more pressing issues like supply
shortages, unemployment and rampant violent crime. However, the structure of the opposition and
methodology is well developed, and would be instrumental in disrupting the regime, especially if they were
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to realign their goals with the poor in mind.” — p. 34, CANVAS, Analysis on situation in Venezuela, August
2016 [Emphasis added]
CANVAS is incorrect in its conclusions that the absence of the majority “was because the opposition has chosen to
advocate for changes unfamiliar and of less concern to the poor than more pressing issues like supply shortages,
unemployment and rampant violent crime.” The truth is that the Venezuelan majority, under attack for decades by the
West, has developed a deep understanding of colonialism, imperialism and Western interventionism. A knowledge lost
on most all Western society. The “pressing issues like supply shortages, unemployment and rampant violent crime”
are recognized across Venezuelan society as the direct and deliberate destabilization e orts orchestrated by foreign
interests.
Simultaneously, the Venezuelan youth targeted by CANVAS are those belonging to the middle/upper classes, who,
indoctrinated by the false illusion of the American Dream, have a deep desire to be assimilated into the Western
culture. The truth is that the majority of Venezuelans support the Maduro government, demonstrating remarkable,
strength, courage and endurance to the relentless destabilization e orts orchestrated by the west, that continue to
this day.

Video: Licking the Imperial Boot: The Ongoing Destabilization of Venezuela with Srdja Popovic:

Licking the Imperial Boot: The Ongoing Destabilization of Venezuela …

Regarding Bolivia, CANVAS appears even more desperate. The CANVAS analysis on Bolivia utilizes reports from
Freedom House, Human Rights Watch, US Department of State and Amnesty international (all instruments of empire),
to present its misleading arguments. As an example, the report states “…racism is rife in the country according to
Freedom House, especially against indigenous groups” and yet in reality, almost the entire population in Bolivia is
indigenous, including President Evo Morales himself.
Incredibly CANVAS tries to diminish this fact and frame it as a psyop against the Bolivian people, by lauding Andrés de
Santa Cruz as the rst true Indigenous president of Bolivia:
“The protest movement then also paved the way for Evo Morales’ Presidency. After losing his rst
Presidential race against De Lozado in 2001, Morales was elected President of Bolivia in late 2005, “on a
wave of a popular and indigenous rebellion against neoliberal privatizations and for popular (Bolivian and
indigenous) sovereignty”. He thus became what the country believed to be its rst head of state of
indigenous origin. This idea is, however, part of the very well managed propaganda created by the
government around Morales’ image. He was not the rst indigenous president of Bolivia; that title belongs
to former president Andrés de Santa Cruz Calahumana. The political propaganda created to legitimize
Morales’ image has taken advantage of Bolivia’s poor education system to repeat this lie enough times that
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it has become an accepted fact by the general public, and the few historians that have dared to challenge
this idea have been silenced by state media.” — CANVAS, Bolivia, Country Anylsis, p 3
Santa Cruz, the president of Bolivia from 1829 – 1839, was born into a family of the colonial nobility. His Spaniard
father, José Santa Cruz y Villavicencio, married Juana Basilia Calahumana, a heiress of a rich mestiza family said to be a
descendant of the Incas. At the time of birth, Andres de Santa Cruz was classi ed in his baptismal certi cate as
Spanish, a term used in the colonies to refer to the white race. This is not to say that Santa Cruz did not play an
integral part for Bolivia’s independence. It is only to say that the fact CANVAS highlights this historical background,
which is a historical inaccuracy at best and a lie at worst, is a simple imperialist tactic to marginalize Morales’
achievements (not to mention the deliberate negating of ethnicity and class divisions).
Morales “image” as CANVAS calls it, is simply a re ection of the man with most humble origins. Born to an Aymara
family of subsistence farmers, Morales was raised in the small rural village of Isallawi in Orinoca Canton. One of seven
children, only he and two siblings, survived past childhood. [Source: The Extraordinary Rise of the First Indigenous
President of Bolivia]
On January 10, 2018, CANVAS published the article Crumbling Democracy and Protest Movements in Evo Morales’
Bolivia:
“In the last week of 2017, CANVAS wrote about the rising tension in Honduras, after the November 2017
elections turned into a true stand-o . A little further south, in Bolivia, citizens also face an increasingly
authoritarian government. As President Evo Morales tries to sideline the country’s constitution to assure
himself of another term in o ce, Bolivian citizens are rising up to restore democracy in their Andean
country, using nonviolence as one of their main weapons…

Finally, the nature of the protest-movement opposing the Morales-administration has also fundamentally
changed. In the past, movements have backed particular individuals and their battle to facilitate Morales’
fall from the throne. But the Bolivian population has turned its eyes to younger generations looking for new
leaders, with new developments mainly concentrated in the city of Santa Cruz. Currently, citizen platforms
are organizing themselves in a singular, horizontal group of socially coordinated movements, which seek to
“empower not any one individual but the message of struggle for democracy itself,” according to Vaca Daza.

In line with this new strategic direction, over 15 platforms and independent activists united themselves with
a manifesto on December 29th. A broad coalition of student unions, female civic resistance groups, health
workers, environmental groups and democracy activists pledged to build on the active and interventionist
tactics of nonviolent resistance to “resist the tyranny” and called on fellow citizens to join them in making
their voice heard. CANVAS will be following the developments in Bolivia closely!”[Emphasis added]
Note that CANVAS inadvertently points to the new hub of “activism” as being “mainly concentrated in the city of Santa
Cruz.” CANVAS omits the fact that 1) Santa Cruz, has long been known as home to the powerful economic elite, rightwing political organizations, and 2) the racism Otpor utilizes for its own unjust cause, stems from the “light-skinned”
Santa Cruz populace: “Racism is not admissible in the world in the 21st century, but it must be known that it is being
promoted in Bolivia by sectors of the population which are economically powerful. These groups, today settled in the
region of Santa Cruz, many of them o spring of immigrants from Europe, Asia and the Middle East have appropriated
the indigenous identity of Santa Cruz, known as “camba” and this is being used to show racial supremacy over the
“colla” and “chapaco” (indigenous people of the West and South of Bolivia)… This discourse, which is being used to
paint both the President and the process of political change as a force for ill, has created an atmosphere which is
intended to breed conditions for social and racial violence towards Bolivia’s indigenous and working classes.” [Source]
This type of tactic is what we have previously witnessed in various regions when it comes to Western NGOs and media
forces. They exploit existing societal fractures in order to provoke violent con ict for various political and economic
gains. Where fractures don’t exist, they are created. If ever there is evidence of what it looks like – to seize and utilize
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existing hate, racism and divisions within the con nes of a state – for geopolitical gain, a key methodology that
CANVAS is exploiting to its fullest, one needs to look no further than the 2014 coup in Ukraine: “Ukraine on Fire by Igor
Lopatonok (Executive producer Oliver Stone) provides a historical perspective for the deep divisions in the region
which led to the 2004 Orange Revolution, 2014 uprisings, and the violent overthrow of democratically elected
Yanukovych. Covered by Western media as a people’s revolution, it was in fact a coup d’état scripted and staged by
nationalist groups and the U.S. State Department. Investigative journalist Robert Parry reveals how U.S.-funded
political NGOs and media companies have emerged since the 80s replacing the CIA in promoting America’s
geopolitical agenda abroad.”

In 2014 CANVAS was listed as a terrorist organization by the United Arab Emirates: “Reasons for the inclusion of
Serbian non-pro t CANVAS is widely understood around the region. Last December, the Kuwaiti National Security
Agency released a social media video explaining the role of CANVAS in promoting dissent in the state. Furthermore,
security agencies in the region are closely monitoring members and a liates of the group, however no o cial stance
has been taken until now.” [Source]

Yet, as old as Otpor may be, rebranded and repackaged under the sophisticated pretext of academia, CANVAS is just
getting started. CANVAS has launched BUILD A MOVEMENT (BAM):
“(BAM) is a non-pro t, non-governmental organization dedicated to researching and spreading knowledge
on the methods of nonviolent, grassroots activism to promote democracy, human rights and social change.
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On the ground with activists, on university campuses, with policy-makers or in the media, Build A
Movement aims to strengthen the capacity of people-power movements and civil society around the world,
not only to challenge authoritarianism and injustice, but to ensure durable transitions to democracy…
Over the past decade, BAM sta and trainers have worked in dozens of countries, including Venezuela,
Syria, Ukraine, Cambodia, Burma, Zimbabwe, and Egypt, and trained thousands of activists ghting for
democracy, transparency, accountability, human rights, women’s rights, LGBT rights, environmental
protection, racial justice and social justice. BAM instructors have also taught courses at U.S. universities
such as the Harvard Kennedy School and New York University.

Beyond training, BAM supports front line activists by developing educational material on movement
building and technological tools to evade surveillance, censorship and harassment.” [Source]
+++
When a Western society collectively celebrates an African leader beloved by his people (including Nelson
Mandela)being sodomized and murdered, only to then mourn the death of a war criminal, the society is not only
grounded in ignorance, it is collectively, ethically and morally bankrupt. All the so-called “higher education” in the
world will not make this fact any less so. Our so called “environmental NGOs” purport to “ ght for the climate” and
“save the bees” all while playing key roles in the annihilation of whole countries, complete with all the biology and life
they formerly encompassed. Simultaneously “human rights NGOs”, sitting at the table with the world’s most imperial
institutions, create the acquiescence needed to bomb countries to smithereens, inclusive of the women and children
that live in them, while Yemenis, Palestinians, Congolese and Haitians are ignored with not a trace of outcry to be
found. The fact that Purpose and The Rules co-founder Tim Dixon, enjoys reading Ronald Reagan biographies in his
spare time, yet is upheld as a radical leader of social movements, reveals more about the left and it’s “movements”
than can ever be articulated in this report. Welcome to the 21st century non-pro t industrial spectacle.
+++
And nally, we come full circle, back to the technology that will further serve Western interventionism: enter the
Whistler cell phone app.

THE CANVAS WHISTLER MOBILE APPLICATION
“BAM is now expanding in the digital realm, providing digital security training and developing Whistler, a
mobile application designed to enhance the digital and physical safety of activists.” — Tech Nonpro t
Directory
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In partnership with PartnersGlobal (“Together For Democratic Change”), Jigsaw (Syria Defection Tracker), Wickr
Foundation, Build a Movement (CANVAS) and National Democratic Institute, CANVAS has launched the “Whistler” app
for “activism”.

Jigsaw is the relatively new name of Google Ideas (rebranded in 2016) which came under scrutiny for its links with the
US State Department and its regime change activities. It is a tech incubator created by Google, and currently operated
as a subsidiary of Alphabet which was created in 2015 to serve as the parent company of Google.
Jared Cohen is the founder and CEO of Jigsaw (as well as the former founder and director of Google Ideas). Cohen is
rmly established in the crème de la crème of the upper echelon having served on the Policy Planning Committee at
the US State Department for both the Obama and Bush administrations (“state department innovator”), as well as an
advisor to both Condoleezza Rice and Hillary Clinton. He is also recognized as an Adjunct Fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations. [Source] Cohen is also the co-founder of Movements.org. (the Alliance for Youth Movements
rebranded in 2011) – an NGO “created to help online organization of groups and individuals to move democracy in
stubborn nations”. Movements.org is funded through public-private partnerships with the US State Department as
the organization’s public sponsor.” [Source]
“This is the beauty of the new media. There is no way to control it.”— Srdja Popovic
Popovic states there is no way to control the “new media” (another take on New Power). What this really means, is that
the non-submissive governments targeted for destabilization have no way of controlling what Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega described this past month in the failed coup attempt as an “embryo of a force”. CANVAS et al instigate
the momentum, then capture it, e ectively orchestrating the uprisings out of both mind and sight. The momentum of
the people, manipulated by the elite forces, become the agents of their own cataclysmic decent into the neoliberal
noose of imperial servitude.
In 2013 Google Ideas hosted the “Con ict in a Connected World Roundtable Series”, in partnership with the Council on
Foreign Relations’ Center of Preventative Action. One can see from the summary report that the main focus of the
series is the role of social media in destabilization campaigns:
“Regardless of any changes to future sanctions regimes, the importance of social media in the con ict is
already enormous. In particular, the Syrian civil war has been understood by foreigners almost exclusively
through the lens of social media. With limited ability for journalists to enter the country, the world has
watched the evolution of the con ict on sites like Facebook and YouTube, where literally hundreds of
thousands of amateur videos have been uploaded since the war began.” [Source]
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PEOPLE’S INTELLIGENCE
Whistler is not alone in its quest to dominate technologies’ relatively new foray into “activism”.
“USAID, Humanity United and OpenIDEO have partnered to pursue ways to prevent mass atrocities – that
is, deliberate mass violence against civilians.” — The challenge, OpenIDEO website
OpenIDEO informs that “[t]oday, 1.5 billion people are living in countries a ected by violent con ict. And since
1945, 67% of mass atrocities have occurred within the context of armed con ict, which makes these areas di cult to
access.” What it omits is the fact that almost all large scale violence to humans on this Earth is caused by imperialism,
colonialism and the capitalist industrial economy. Foreign interference ensures all three are kept alive and thriving.
Answering this challenge, apparently inspired by Avaaz, is People’s Intelligence.

“People’s Intelligence is an “Alert” winner of Tech Challenge for Atrocity Prevention sponsored by Humanity
United and USAID.”
In September 2013, with the authorization of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, the non-pro t
foundation Stichting People’s Intelligence was established to develop and implement the People’s Intelligence mobile
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application. The application “automates the collection of relevant human rights and humanitarian information from
hard to access areas using crowdsourcing and “dumb” mobile phones.”
The application is in its demo stage and can be found here.
“We welcome your hard earned currencies as well as your time and skills. In the rst phases of the project
you can help us design and develop PI version 1.0 to be deployed in countries where human rights need
defending and humanitarian crises unfold.” — PI website
The founder of People’s Intelligence is Christophe Billen who began his career as an intern for the UN in Haiti during
the crisis which removed Aristide from power in 2004. Billen has a lengthy background in security having worked as a
Political A airs o cer for the United Nations in many eld o ces in areas of con ict (i.e foreign interference) for the
United Nations MONUC (Ituri, Mahagi, Kwandroma and then Aru). He was also “appointed to head the Lord’s
Resistance Army coordination cell which monitored LRA’s activities and coordinated the responses of the UN
peacekeeping mission in the Sudan and the D.R. Congo.” Billet worked as a consultant for Open Society Foundations
where his work informed the design for the “People’s Intelligence” concept. [Source: LinkedIn] He now works as
analyst for the International Criminal Court where he oversaw a unit “which monitored and analysed occurrences of
crimes across several countries including Afghanistan, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Georgia, LRA a ected areas, D.R. Congo
and Libya.”
“The main bene ciaries will be the victims and witnesses who will have their voices heard and receive
actionable information in return for quality information as well as partnering organizations who will
become better informed and equipped to decide where to allocate resources and coordinate their
e orts.”— PI website [Emphasis added]
People’s Intelligence has partnered with Amnesty International, the Liberia Peacekeeping O ce, Universiteit Leiden,
Participatory Systems and Free Press Unlimited. It is funded by HIF, elrha and USAID. [Source] The advisory board
includes United Nations, Human Rights Watch, Open Society Justice Initiative, Amnesty International and the Harvard
Humanitarian Initiative. [Full list]
Amnesty International has signed a letter of intent that “once PI reaches operational maturity and conforms to
Amnesty’s needs and requirements to make use of it in pursuit of their mandate.” [Source]
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+++
As the Earth’s nal remaining resources continue to be depleted at an accelerated rate, as Imperial powers ght to
exercise global domination, those living in geopolitical hot zones, can expect the West and it’s bourgeoisie army of
“young leaders” to orchestrate the installation of “democracy” forcefully and strategically driven in to the very fabric of
their sovereign nations. In-between Ted Talks, high level meetings at the UN, university lectures, and Starbuck lattes,
the Harvard hit squad will carry out their marching orders dressed in Armani suits.
The options for outmaneuvering the tried and true methods of subjugation are limited. You can 1) run for your life 2)
target those who bank on your naïveté and have sold you down the river with no systemic change 3) do nothing and
be crushed by imperial forces and 4) organize like your life depended on it. Number one is not a good option since
there is nowhere to run. Number two is a rmative action without freedom and self-determination. Number three
means certain oppression. Number four is the only salvation.
It is not for those of us in the West to decide what options or measures are taken, this must only be a orded to those
who will bear the consequences of each and every action – that is the citizens that comprise the homeland of the
targeted state. What we are speaking of is self-determination. A simple moral code that colonial agents of empire are
unable to grasp, and unwilling to accept.
+++
As we reach the conclusion of this report, it is vital to make clear that this analysis is not in any way suggesting “that
nonviolent resistance should not have a central role in any revolutionary struggles for social change, only that the
twisted imperial-friendly narrative of nonviolence promoted by such individuals should be treated with extreme
caution by all activists who wish to avoid being oppressed by US backed dictatorships or their latest equally toxic
manifestation, US managed ‘democracies.” [CANVAS[ing] For The Nonviolent Propaganda O ensive: Propaganda In
The Service Of Imperial Projects, March 26, 2011]
+++
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Che Guevara, First Latin American Youth Congress, July 28, 1960:
“There are government leaders here in Latin America who still advise us to lick the hand that wants to hit us, and spit
on the one that wants to help us. [Applause] We answer these government leaders who, in the middle of the twentieth
century, recommend bowing our heads. We say, rst of all, that Cuba does not bow down before anyone…
“We, who belong to the Cuban Revolution-who are the entire people of Cuba-call our friends friends, and our enemies
enemies. We don’t allow halfway terms: someone’s either a friend or an enemy. [Applause] We, the people of Cuba,
don’t tell any nation on earth what they should do with the International Monetary Fund,for example. But we will not
tolerate them coming to tell us what to do. We know what has to be done. If they want to do what we’d do good; if not,
that’s up to them. But we will not tolerate anyone telling us what to do. Because we were here on our own up to the
last moment, awaiting the direct aggression of the mightiest power in the capitalist world, and we did not ask help
from anyone. We were prepared, together with our people, to resist up to the nal consequences of our rebel spirit.”

Endnotes:
[1] Other reviewers included Helen King ( Shuttleworth Foundation), Paul Maassen (Hivos), Sascha Meinrath
(IndyMedia, founder of Open Technology Institute), and Russell Southwood (CEO of Balancing Act Africa).
[2] Brett Solomon is the cofounder and Executive Director of Access—a non-pro t human rights organization focused
on digital freedom (formerly Access Now). Access’ mission is to ensure open global internet access and an uncensored
and secure digital sphere by working to create a world where citizens can be active participants in their future by
freely seeking, receiving and imparting information digitally. Prior to Access, he was the Campaign Director at
Avaaz.org, and before that, the rst Executive Director of GetUp!. He holds a Bachelors of Law at the University of
Sydney and a Masters in International Law at the University of NSW. He founded the International Youth Parliament
and has worked for both Oxfam Australia and Amnesty International Australia.” [Source]
[3] According to our research Brett Solomon was the campaign director for Avaaz from 2008 -2009.

[Cory Morningstar is an independent investigative journalist, writer and environmental activist, focusing on global
ecological collapse and political analysis of the non-pro t industrial complex. She resides in Canada. Her recent
writings can be found on Wrong Kind of Green, The Art of Annihilation and Counterpunch. Her writing has also been
published by Bolivia Rising and Cambio, the o cial newspaper of the Plurinational State of Bolivia. You can support
her independent journalism via Patreon.]
Edited with Forrest Palmer, Wrong Kind of Green Collective.
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THE U.S. DEPLOYS ITS THIRD MAJOR ATTEMPT TO DESTABILIZE THE GOVERNMENT OF EVO MORALES
Resumen
August 1, 2018
By Hugo Moldiz Mercado

Using the 2019 elections as the pretext, The United States, through di erent
means and actors, is activating its third major plan to destabilize Evo Morales’ government, block the indigenous
leader’s project of political-electoral continuity and interrupt the process of change.
However, far from coming from a position of strength, these external actions against the process of change in Bolivia
reveal the deep weakness of the internal opposition, which seeks to gain from outside the country what it has not yet
been able to gain from within.
The interventionist plan of the United States is obvious. There is no reason why U.S. imperialism would not activate
plans and measures to meddle in Bolivia’s internal a airs, just as it has done against all the progressive and leftist
governments of Latin America.
It started with the weakest, such as Honduras and Paraguay, then it carried out a new type of coups, that they applied
against the strongest; Brazil, where there was a coup in two stages. The rst was a parliamentary coup against Dilma
Rousse , and the second, a judicial coup against Lula. Against others, whose common trait is that they have carried
out more profound changes through their Constituent Assemblies, as in the cases of Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecuador. It
failed in its attempt to overthrow them through violence, although in the case of Ecuador, without Rafael Correa, it has
so far successfully activated a passive regression with Lenin Moreno as president.
In fact, as the Consensus of Our America, approved by the XXIII Meeting of the Sao Paulo Forum that took place in
Managua in 2017 and rati ed at the XXIV Meeting of the same forum in Havana in July of this year, the left has only
been defeated by the electoral means in Argentina. In the rest, as noted above, it did so by non-democratic means, as
it continues to try against Venezuela.
The counter-revolutionary and restorative o ensive began during the Obama administration and continues, in a more
perverse way, with the government of Donald Trump, who is trying to prevent the United States from ceasing to be
the world hegemony and obviously to not lose control of Latin America. In fact, to be more precise, it seeks to reestablish its domination and hegemony in that part of the planet that, according to the Monroe doctrine, is considered
its “backyard”. The fact that countries such as Bolivia, Cuba, Venezuela and others have been the main forgers of
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innovative criteria for Latin American integration and unity through ALBA, UNASUR and CELAC is something that the
United States is not willing to tolerate.
This conservative restoration project is encountering active resistance, to a greater or lesser degree, from the
revolutionary processes of Cuba -which Evo Morales described in Havana as the mother of all revolutions-, Venezuela
and Bolivia, but also from El Salvador. To this list Mexico must be added, which starting in December will be governed
by Manuel López Obrador, who won a historic electoral victory at the beginning of July.
Well, Bolivia is no exception. From ideological reasons to geopolitical factors, the United States is working to end
governments of countries where revolutions are taking place in the context and conditions of the 21st century. It has
already taken care of almost all of the progressive governments, with only Uruguay and El Salvador left. And Bolivia,
we reiterate, is no exception.
Against the process of change, led by indigenous leader Evo Morales, all actions of oligarchic and imperial
destabilization have been deployed from the beginning. Without mistake we can observe three huge attempts to
interrupt the deepest political process in the entire history of this country located in the heart of South America.
The rst attempt to overthrow Morales came early in the 2006-2009 period. Concerned about a government that
from the outset nationalized oil, recovered natural resources and companies for the State, convened a Constituent
Assembly, began to exercise State sovereignty in all elds, committed to the multilateral nature of international
relations and promoted, together with other countries in the region, innovative mechanisms of political integration
and coordination (Alba and Unasur), the United States maintained its conspiracy machinery. To do this, it used the
DEA – which was dedicated to political espionage with the CIA – and installed the capacity within its embassy in La Paz
to organize and promote the plans for territorial divisions, which was the concrete way in which the leftist government
was to be overthrown.
The coup attempt was defeated by the capacity of the government and social movements to mobilize its base rather
than by the institutional actions of their police and the armed forces. The e ect of that defeat turned out to be hard
on the United States; Ambassador Philip Golberg was expelled and so was the DEA. Months later, already weakened,
the Bolivian far-right would su er another defeat when a terrorist cell was dismantled, with foreign members whose
plans included the assassination of President Evo Morales.
The second attempt was carried out between December 2015 and February 2016. Faced with the government project
to modify article 168 of the Political Constitution of the State by referendum that would enable Evo Morales-Álvaro
García Linera to run in the 2019 elections, a political-media conspiracy activated by the United States through Carlos
Valverde – former national intelligence director of the Paz Zamora government (1989-1993) and a permanent link with
the United States, as con rmed by the WikiLeaks – succeeded in breaking the emotional bond of a percentage of the
population that had always voted for Morales (2005, 2009 and 2014). The Bolivian president denounced the day and
hour when Chargé d’A aires Peter Brennan and Valverde had met in Santa Cruz to ne-tune the plan that called into
question the moral authority of the top leader of the Bolivian revolution. Several mistakes made in an e ort to clarify
the denunciation – which ultimately turned out to be false – contributed to the confusion and facilitated the electoral
setback for the ruling party.
But the U.S. and the right did not fully achieve what they wanted. The narrow margin by which the YES lost, preventing
stopping the calls for Morales to resign. However, this was the rst time that the opposition parties had penetrated
into the so-called “citizen platforms” and destabilizing actions of a media group, as well as the active social networking
movement.
Failing to refute the success of the Bolivian economic model, which for the fourth consecutive time reached the
highest growth rate in the region in 2017 and is expected to do the same thing this year through good management.
This comes despite facing problems including the drop in the prices of raw materials.
Currently the United States and the Bolivian right are deploying their third major attempt to reverse the Bolivian
revolution. The reason used this time is the defense of the result of the referendum of February 21, 2016 that would
disallow Evo from running in the 2019 elections. The underlying reason is to interrupt the continuity of the process of
change. The tools being used are “citizens’ platforms”, being nancially supported by opposition parties and US
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agencies such as the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and others. There is also evidence that right wing
European organizations are involved.
This third major destabilizing attempt is also on its way to structuring an international front of interference, through
the OAS and the IACHR, the U.S. government and Congress. That is why it is no coincidence that at the end of
November last year, the Trump administration and Republican Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen voted against the
constitutional amendment that, on the basis of the Constitution and the American Convention, authorizes all elected
authorities, national and sub-national, to run for inde nite reelection. OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro, an active
militant against the Venezuelan revolution and all leftist governments, has also spoken out against the Bolivian
Constitutional and Plurinational Tribunal
The drafting of a report by the Vienna Commission at the request of the OAS, which states that re-election is not a
human right, is one of the conditions the Bolivian right is pushing.
What is striking is that since 2006, this is the rst time the State Department has issued a statement urging Morales to
withdraw his candidacy in 2019. “The people of Bolivia have spoken out. The United States supports them and urges
the current Bolivian government to respect the outcome of these referendums,” the Trump administration went on to
say there has been a “step backwards in Bolivian democracy.”
Twice the arch right Republican Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen has stated that the United States should not remain
silent and should “send a clear message of support to the Bolivian people“.
It is clear that the pronouncement of the U.S. State Department, the positions of the OAS Secretary General and the
movement in the U.S. Congress undoubtedly represents an interventionist action plan against the process of change.
This is just beginning.
Original Source: Cuba Debate.
http://www.cubadebate.cu/opinion/2018/08/01/eeuu-despliega-su-tercer-gran-intento-desestabilizador-contraevo/#.W2eRkFVKiUl
FURTHER READING:
Evo Morales Rejects Militarization of Bolivia-Argentina Border: “On August 17, the Argentine Government set up a
military base in the border city of La Quiaca, near Bolivia, framed in the plan for a reform of the Armed Forces.”
[Source: TeleSUR]
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FIGHTING US PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS (PSYOPS) IN CYBER WARFARE & WINNING
Tortilla Con Sal
August 9, 2018
By Lauren Smith

THE CIA, NSA, FBI AND DOD ARE YOUR “FRIENDS” ON FACEBOOK
Social media and Google serve three strategic purposes for the United States government. First, they allow Washington to conduct
espionage; second, they facilitate the spread of disinformation campaigns, and third, they serve as conduits for the transmission of social
contagions. In deploying thought control against the users of social media and Google, the US government regulates civil unrest both
domestic and abroad. As such, social media and Google can best be understood as unconventional weapons (UW). In this capacity, they
can be used in proxy wars against the governments of non-compliant Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) nations to accomplish regime
change.
Through geopolitical manipulations that eliminate opposition, the United States government can actualize the ruling elites’ vision of a
corporate controlled global economy without the deployment of troops. This model of “non-violence” or “soft-coup” as a method of
unconventional warfare can be traced to Gene Sharp and the Albert Einstein Institution. It is organized through the efforts of the NGOs it
oversees such as Freedom House and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). And, it can be observed in the various Color
Revolutions that occurred in Eastern European countries, the Middle East and now Latin America.
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The NED is the coordinating Washington agency for regime destabilization and change. It is active from Tibet to Ukraine, from
Venezuela to Tunisia, from Kuwait to Morocco in reshaping the world after the collapse of the Soviet Union into what George H.W. Bush
in a 1991 speech to Congress proclaimed triumphantly as the dawn of a New World Order.”
Within this context, activists and the NAM must consider Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Google hostile territory that is ultimately
controlled by the United States Intelligence Community (IC) and the Department of Defense (DoD). Despite user-friendly packaging and
attractive advertisements, social media and Google remain militarized programs. As such, activists and NAM users must enter with
caution, prepared to do battle to win at PSYOPS in cyber warfare.
Using the US DoD model, cyber warfare can be upgraded to a department on par with the NAM armed forces. In this regard, Polytechnic
universities are strategic and can be controlled by NAM governments and their operatives, as they are in the US by the IC and DoD.
NAM military institutions can recruit cyber warfare teachers/activists, develop educational curriculum, set career paths and train cyber
soldiers to counter US engagements. Useful information can be taken directly from any of the US military’s cyberspace recruitment sites,
which promise to develop capabilities to defend national security as well as to create effects in cyberspace to achieve national objectives.
The first step for the NAM is to create public awareness of the threat that social media possesses to protect users and the NAM
governments against its influence. In doing so, a cadre of civilian cyber PSYOP content monitors can be created. Additionally, software
is now commercially available that can search, monitor, analyze and manage social media content. Presently, large corporations as well at
the IC and DoD are using this social media software – since it is useful in business marketing strategies. NAM governments can deploy
this software in their communication offices. Through vigilance, PSYOP efforts against NAM governments by social media and Google
can be thwarted.
Concurrently, it is critical to guard against cyber invasion through the passing of cyber laws with strong penalties, as done by Germany
with its groundbreaking Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG). Also, it is key to ensure through news media communications that workers
in the IT industry understand the ramifications of the work in which they engage as well the nefarious intent of their respective
employers. The “Never Again Pledge” taken by US tech workers in 2017 is promising.
Germany’s Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG)
Germany has blazed a trail for the NAM against PSYOPS in social media with its Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG) and it’s setting of
fines of up to $50 million euros.ii The NAM must immediately follow suit with the setting of robust laws and fines against: the
dissemination of propaganda; the encouragement of violent offences endangering the state; treasonous forgery; public incitement to
crime; breaching of the public peace by threatening to commit offences; the forming of criminal or terrorist organizations.
Never Again Pledge
As reported by the New Yorker in its March 14, 2017 article titled: Why Protesters Gathered Outside Peter Thiel’s Mansion This
Weekend, a group of about fifty tech workers, attorneys and anti-surveillance activists stood outside the home of Peter Thiel. Thiel is cofounded of Palantir Technologies, a Trump advisor, and was Facebook’s first investor. He remains a board member of Facebook as well
as a member of the Bilderberg Steering Committee. The protest was organized to bring attention to software developed by Plantir called
Investigative Case Management that is used by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for mass deportation. Amongst other data
sources to identify and track a given target, it uses social media content.
Since the presidential election, nearly three thousand tech workers signed the Never Again Pledge, promising to not work on databases
that the Trump Administration might use to target vulnerable groups. The name is a nod to I.B.M.’s alleged role, during the Second
World War, in systematizing Nazi genocide by providing punch-card technology.
“The banality of evil today is the person sitting in a cubicle in San Francisco, or in Silicon Valley, building the tools of digital fascism
that are being used by those in Washington,”
To understand the US governments offensive against unfavorable NAM regimes, it is important to understand two things: first, the origin
of Facebook and Google; and second, the influence they collectively wield over human motivation through coercion and the spread of
social contagions through distorted reality. Within this context, it is of primary concern that activists become adept at the stealth guerilla
tactic of hit-and-run, as flexibility and anonymity become key to survival. With the stakes of financial ruin, imprisonment and death so
high under the USA Patriot Act, no dissident remains safe.
USA Patriot Act
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As dissent and protest both international and domestic becomes increasingly illegal in the United States, and the governmental powers to
investigate “terrorism” expand and morph under the USA Patriot Act, activists and the NAM must develop and foster skill sets that
protect sympathetic Internet hosts, contributors and content against attack wherever they reside. According to the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), the Patriot Act increases the government’s surveillance powers in four areas:
1. Records searches. It expands the government’s ability to look at records on an individual’s activity being held by a third party.
(Section 215)
2. Secret searches. It expands the government’s ability to search private property without notice to the owner. (Section 213)
3. Intelligence searches. It expands a narrow exception to the Fourth Amendment that had been created for the collection of foreign
intelligence information (Section 218).
4. “Trap and trace” searches. It expands another Fourth Amendment exception for spying that collects “addressing” information
about the origin and destination of communications, as opposed to the content (Section 214).
Accordingly, as described by the ACLU:
The government no longer has to show evidence that the subjects of search orders are an “agent of a foreign power,” a requirement
that previously protected Americans against abuse of this authority.
The FBI does not even have to show a reasonable suspicion that the records are related to criminal activity, much less the
requirement for “probable cause” that is listed in the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution. All the government needs to do is
make the broad assertion that the request is related to an ongoing terrorism or foreign intelligence investigation.
Judicial oversight of these new powers is essentially non-existent. The government must only certify to a judge – with no need for
evidence or proof – that such a search meets the statute’s broad criteria, and the judge does not even have the authority to reject the
application.
Surveillance orders can be based in part on a person’s First Amendment activities, such as the books they read, the Web sites they
visit, or a letter to the editor they have written.
A person or organization forced to turn over records is prohibited from disclosing the search to anyone. As a result of this gag
order, the subjects of surveillance never even find out that their personal records have been examined by the government. That
undercuts an important check and balance on this power: the ability of individuals to challenge illegitimate searches.
The ACLU also describes non-surveillance provisions in the Act, which remain the most serious as they enable the indefinite detention of
non-citizens without trial. The provisions:
Give the Director of Central Intelligence the power to identify domestic intelligence requirements. As the director is appointed by
the president, this extraordinary unchecked executive power opens the door to the same abuses that took place in the 1970s and
before, when the CIA engaged in widespread spying on protest groups and other Americans.
Create a new crime of “domestic terrorism.” The Patriot Act transforms protesters into terrorists if they engage in conduct that
“involves acts dangerous to human life” to “influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion.” The words
“influence” and “coercion” have a wide range of meanings and allow for unbridled discretion. Furthermore, the law gives the
attorney general and the secretary of state the power to detain or deport any non-citizen who belongs to or donates money to a
broadly defined “domestic terrorist” group.
Allow for the indefinite detention of non-citizens. The attorney general can order detention based on a certification that he or she
has “reasonable grounds to believe” a non-citizen endangers national security. Tangible proof is not a requirement, only a
“reasonable belief”. Worse yet, if the foreigner does not have a country that will accept them, they can be detained indefinitely
without trial.

US News Media: Counterpunch, Alice Donovan & the FBI
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On December 25, 2017, a troubling article appeared in Counterpunch, a US media news outlet, regarding the writing of an alleged
journalist/Russian troll, Alice Donovan. Links to an additional article appeared on Counterpunch’s Facebook page on July 27, 2018.
Overall, the articles allege Donavan is either an unimaginative writer that committed plagiarism as a sport, or that she is a Russian troll.
However, Donavan’s transgressions and intent are irrevelant, what the story revealed in all its gory horror is how the US government
concocts justifications to learn the identity and location of a given dissident, and how easily it scared an independent and alternative US
news media outlet into become its slobbering accomplice.
In this case, the FBI alleged Donovan was a Russian agent that spread disinformation in the Clinton/Trump presidential campaign with
the intent of effecting the national election, despite the fact that she did not submit articles specifically on Clinton or Trump. What the US
government’s fishing expedition also revealed is that all US news media can’t be trusted, even ones with cute sounding reactionary
names, such as Counterpunch. As Counterpunch not only admitted to bending over backwards to cooperate with the FBI, it also proudly
declared its decision to up-the-ante and conduct its own investigation and exposé. Counterpunch analyzed the transmission times and IP
address of Donovan’s submission emails; it included photos of the alleged Alice Donovan from other media sources in its articles about
her; it interviewed other news media that hosted Donovan’s articles, and most outrageously actually asked Donovan to call them by
phone and send a photo of her utility bill disclosing her physical location. Without surprise, Donovan declined both requests stating:
“security reasons.” If there was ever a reason to give up US hosted media, write under a nom de plume, use a Virtual Private Network
(VPN), and accept payment only in crypto currency, this is it!
As anyone honestly committed to telling the truth will explain, it’s not about the messenger; it’s about the message. Under the Patriot
Act, writers are safer in anonymity. But as anyone committed to telling the truth will also explain, when you eliminate one activist, ten
are energized to take their respective place. Contrary to what PSYOPS wants the 99 percent to believe, there is strength in numbers.
While imperialist greed through big payoffs may make for fast friendships, the shared love of truth and justice is priceless. It engenders a
loyalty so strong it overcomes setbacks and hardship.
Origin of Facebook & Google
While the development of the Internet, data collection, surveillance and the global positioning system (GPS) can be attributed to the
Department of Defense (DoD), Facebook and Google are also inexplicably linked to the CIA’s non-profit venture capital corporation, InQ-Tel (IQT).
Within this context, Facebook can best be understood as the “friendly” replacement of DoD’s unpopular Information Awareness
Office (IAO) which was created by its Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) in 2002 and defunded shortly thereafter
in February 2003 by congress, due to public criticism that the development and deployment of its technology could potentially lead to an
Orwellian styled mass surveillance system. The timing of Facebook’s development from the standpoint of DoD can at minimum be
understood in regard to continuity as fortuitous if not planned – since Zuckerberg is credited with having launched Facebook on February
4, 2004 (within one year of IAO’s defunding).
Information Awareness Office (IAO) the Precursor to Facebook
As the precursor to Facebook, the Information Awareness Office (IAO) brought together several DARPA projects focused on
applying surveillance with information technology by creating enormous computer databases to gather and store the personal information
of everyone in the United States, including personal e-mails, social networks, credit card records, phone calls, medical records, and
numerous other sources, without any requirement for a search warrant.
This information was then analyzed to look for suspicious activities, connections between individuals, and threats with the goal to
increase the probability that authorized agencies of the United States could preempt adverse actions. It is important to note that adverse
actions within this context are nebulous and thereby include any action that is perceived to counter US corporate short-term interests and
security. Adverse actions as defined can include protests on both international and domestic issues by groups or individuals in thought,
word or deed. Thus, internationally, those seeking to defend NAM countries against destabilization, invasion and occupation are engaged
in adverse actions; and domestically, those seeking to protect human rights, constitutional rights and the environment are involved in
adverse actions.
Just like IAO, Facebook invades and collects the email and telephone numbers of its users’ contacts in its Messenger component.
Additionally, Facebook logs all photos and communications. Through its facial recognition component, Facebook links physical
identities with names, locations, dates and times for easy surveillance. It also has a payment option, which allows Facebook to gain
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access to the financial institutions of its users. Groups centered on medical topics are densely populated on Facebook, and they encourage
users to share their medical issues upon joining.
Facebook encourages its users to “complete their online profile” and list highly personal information such as: birthdate, gender, family
members, school, workplace, intimate relationship, interests, religious and political views, hometown, current city as well as group
affiliations. Through the recording of “likes” a granular sense of its users’ values and interests is also made known. This information,
when taken in aggregate, allows for a profile so detailed and comprehensive that it amounts to a DoD agent’s wet dream.
According to Dave Chaffey in the Global Social Media Research summary, the number of social media users worldwide in 2018 is
3.196 billion. Statista claims Facebook has 2.2 billion active monthly user accounts; YouTube has 1.9 billion; Instagram has 1 billion;
and Twitter has 336 thousand. Within this context, social media’s sphere of influence is enormous, as the earth’s population is estimated
to be 7.6 billion in 2018, according to Worldometers.
Cutting Edge Social Media Metadata Scanning, Analysis and Management Software
Realizing anything written on this topic is already expired and anything truly mind-bending is classified and beyond reach, there is still a
nifty development worth mentioning regarding social media data scanning, analysis and management software. Clearly NAM can benefit
by utilizing social media software of this ilk to transmit communications to constituents, gauge reactions to proposed initiatives, and
most importantly in the context of this article, quickly identify and stave off destabilizing social media surprise attacks by imperialist
powers and their agents. This technology can be considered a 2018 anti ballistic missile (ABM) to social media attacks.

According to Wired media, in its 2009 article titled U.S. Spies Buy Stake in Firm that Monitors Blogs & Tweets, the CIA’s venture
capital nonprofit, IQT wanted Visible Technologies, a software firm that specializes in monitoring social media, to keep track of foreign
social media, and provide early-warning detection on how issues are playing internationally. With this technology it is also possible for
intelligence agencies to compile information on political figures, critics, journalists or others, and to exploit such information for political
advantage. Visible’s foreign languages capabilities include Arabic, French, Spanish and nine other languages.
According to G2 Crowd, a Software & Services marketing firm, the latest 2018 must-have in business software is a Social Media Suite.
The suite has the capability to manage, monitor, and analyze information related to one or multiple social media accounts through a
single product. As such, it can:
Plan and publish digital content via social media
Engage with communities via social media
Report on effectiveness of social media practices
Track regions and demographics of audience
Analyze performance of posts and campaigns
Monitor for related mentions and trends
Facebook and the Cambridge Analytica Scandal
Through third parties, Facebook, alike its forerunner IAO, permitted the analysis of its users data. In the Cambridge Analytica (CA)
scandal it was revealed that Facebook exposed the personal data of 87 million users to a political consulting firm in which Trump
advisor, Steve Bannon, was its vice president and founder. The intent was to use personal data against users to influence their respective
vote in the 2016 US presidential election in favor of Trump. The work of CA was done by the SCL Group, its parent company. SCL
describes its capabilities as Vox’s Andrew Prokop writes:
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“SCL tends to describe its capabilities in grandiose and somewhat unsettling language – the company has
touted its expertise at ”psychological warfare” and “in uence operations.” It’s long claimed that its
sophisticated understanding of human psychology helps it target and persuade people of its clients’
preferred message.”
It is important to note that SCL’s main client is NATO and the defense department of its member states. Another company that was
involved in this scandal is Palantir. Peter Thiel, is Palantir’s chairman and founder, as well as a major contributor in the Trump campaign.
Palantir not only has numerous contracts with the US Intelligence Community and Department of Defense like the SCL Group, but Thiel
was Facebook’s primary investor, and he remains on its board of directors.
CA whistleblower Chris Wylie told British Members of Parliament that senior Palantir employees worked with the firm on the Facebook
data to help it build models off of the dataset to use for political ad targeting purposes.
Facebook’s Social Contagion Study Scandal
Another known scandal involving Facebook is the Social Contagion Study, which was undertaken in 2012 by researchers from Facebook,
Cornell University, and the University of California.
In the study, the posts of approximately 700,000 unsuspecting users of Facebook were secretly manipulated, for a week, to determine
how emotional states were transmitted over the platform. In the experiment, Facebook altered the news feed content of users to control
the number of posts that contained words with positive or negative charged emotions to spy on the users’ reactions. They found negative
feeds resulted in the user making negative posts, where as positive feeds resulted in the user making positive posts.
The team concluded its study by saying that emotions are spread via contagion through social networks.
The study appeared in the June edition of the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Scientists (PNAS) under the title:
Experimental evidence of massive-scale emotional contagion through social networks. According to the researchers:
Emotional states can be transferred to others via emotional contagion, leading people to experience the
same emotions without their awareness. We provide experimental evidence that emotional contagion
occurs without direct interaction between people (exposure to a friend expressing an emotion is su cient),
and in the complete absence of nonverbal cues.”
Facebook was publicly condemned when it became known that it conducted this Orwellian thought policing on unsuspecting users. The
attack against Facebook worsened when it was discovered that one of the researchers of Facebook’s mind control study, Jeffrey T.
Hancock of Cornell University, also received funding from the DoD’s Minerva Research Initiative to conduct a similar study entitled
“Modeling Discourse and Social Dynamics in Authoritarian Regimes”.
Additionally, Cornell University was engaged with the Minerva Initiative and had a study funded through 2017 managed by the US Air
Force Office of Scientific Research, which aimed to develop an empirical model “of the dynamics of social movement mobilization and
contagions”.
The project aimed to determine the “critical mass” (tipping point) of social contagions by studying their “digital traces” in the cases of
“the 2011 Egyptian revolution, the 2011 Russian Duma elections, the 2012 Nigerian fuel subsidy crisis and the 2013 Gazi park protests in
Turkey.”
Facebook’s social contagion scandal also illustrates the disturbing ease that US educational facilities have in cooperating with the US
military in experiments on human subjects without their knowledge or permission, in violation of ethical standards and protections.
DoD & the Minerva Initiative
The stated goal of the Minerva Initiative is to improve DoD’s basic understanding of the social, cultural, behavioral, and political forces
that shape regions of the world of strategic importance to the U.S. The program seeks to achieve this by sponsoring research designed to
bring together universities, research institutions, and individual scholars. In 2008, the project was provided $50 million by the United
States Department of Defense. The journalist Nafeez Ahmed has expressed concern that Minerva research, in its effort to understand
mass mobilization, may be targeting peaceful activists, NGOs and protest movements.
Social Network Analysis (SNA) & Unconventional Warfare (UW)
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According to LTC Glenn Johnson, CW4 Maurice Duclos, Mr. Dan LeRoy in their article tittled: Mapping the Human Terrain: Applying
Social Network Analysis (SNA) to an Unconventional Warfare (UW) Framework:
“Without a detailed understanding of the human terrain the Unconventional Warfare (UW) planner is
uninformed about key aspects of the operating environment. SNA can provide the human terrain map
needed to plan and execute UW operations. By developing a map of the human domain, SNA helps provide
a description and picture of the resistance, opposition, or neutral entities, and can uncover how the
population is segmented and how members interact with one another. SNA focuses on people’s behavior
and how it is profoundly a ected by their ties to other people and the social networks in which they are
embedded.
Using SNA provides visualizations of people within their social spaces and assists in ranking their potential
ability to in uence those social spaces. This provides an understanding of the organizational dynamics of a
resistance, insurgency, or counterinsurgency and highlights how to best in uence, coerce, support, attack
or exploit them. Collecting human terrain data to support SNA must be driven by commanders through
focused e orts and should be conducted during every engagement with a foreign country.”
Examples of Social Network Analysis (SNA) & Unconventional Warfare (UW)
The US funded National Endowment for Democracy (NED), which is credited for numerous destabilization efforts in NAM nation states
under the guise of “democracy” or imperialist subjugation as it is better known and practiced, has some great information in its numerous
articles discussing the tactical use of social media to fight proxy wars. Only in the examples it provides and resources it cites, just the
Chinese and Russians and NAM nation states utilize this technology. NED remains absolutely silent on its US sponsor’s activities.
According to a brief prepared by Dean Jackson for NED through the International Forum for Democratic Studies: The velocity and
volume of disinformation in the contemporary information space has amplified its effectiveness and left many members of the public
increasingly angry, fearful, or disoriented. This leaves the public even more vulnerable to future manipulation, resulting in a cycle of
declining public trust in objective sources of information which some analysts call truth decay.
According to NED, effective ways to use social media as an unconventional weapon in proxy wars is to:
React or create crisis by flooding information space and drowning out discussion via online trolling, harassment, and distraction,
especially with highly active automated accounts. These techniques push independent voices out of public spaces and are can be
considered a new form of political censorship.
Falsify evidence, push misleading narratives, and spread falsehoods. Use media and diplomatic resources concurrently to promote
false stories at times of rising anti-government sentiment.
Create accounts that are partially automated and partially controlled by human users to avoid detection. These are often referred to
as cyborg or sock puppet accounts.
Use preexisting divides within target societies to produce content for which there is societal demand. Disinformation is more
effective when it’s amplifying existing political beliefs and divisions, as opposed to introducing new narratives into the public
sphere.
Use proactive disinformation campaigns to achieve real-world impact by influencing the actions of consumers.
Use disinformation around elections to influence citizens’ decisions to vote or to abstain from voting.
Use disinformation to promote a larger narrative over time or to degrade civic discourse by promoting division or cynicism.

Role of Social Media in Arab Uprisings
In an article by Heather Brown, Emily Guskin and Amy Mitchell titled: the Role of Social Media in the Arab Uprisings they state that the
Arab uprisings could be deemed
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“Facebook or Twitter revolutions” as the news media focused heavily on young political opposition protesters mobilizing in the streets,
armed with smartphones.
“As almost immediately after the Arab uprisings began, there was debate over the role and influence of social media in the ouster of
Tunisian president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and the overthrow of Mubarak. “Social media indeed played a part in the Arab uprisings.
Networks formed online were crucial in organizing a core group of activists, specifically in Egypt. Civil society leaders in Arab countries
emphasized the role of the internet, mobile phones, and social media in the protests.”
Reality becomes distorted when all social media reference points endlessly repeat the same message concurrently. Within this context,
civil unrest is born out of social contagion frenzy. An Egyptian man, who was a student protestor against Mubarak in 2011, confided in
me that a crescendo of social media chatter goaded him into taking part in the protests. While he had been beaten by Mubarak’s police in
an earlier incident and had personal reasons to protest, he still believes he was driven and manipulated through social media – especially
since the locations to which he and his friends were led were followed by film crews and riot police too quickly after their arrival to have
been un-staged.
Looking back, he now regrets taking part in the protests, as the removal of Mubarak created a power vacuum that led to greater economic
and social struggle, and allowed imperial powers to take advantage of Egypt’s resources.
Personal Account of Facebook’s use of Unconventional Warfare (UW)
On April 18, 2018, I witnessed the Facebook Nicaragua expatriate groups I belong to transform its sleepy pages, that focused on
advertising the best music and drink specials in town, to revolutionary pages seeking to overthrow the democratically elected sovereign
government of Nicaragua.
Having just returned from Nicaragua two weeks earlier, after spending two peaceful months in San Juan Del Sur, I was shocked at the
sudden and widespread vitriol controlling my newsfeed. First, I read how the government was corrupt in making changes to their social
security system, and then I read how the government was murdering protestors. I knew from my understanding of Nicaragua’s history;
President Ortega’s longstanding commitment to the country; its highly successful model of community policing; and the international
context Nicaragua is forced to operate in due to repressive IMF loans and trade agreements, that there was more to this story.
Yet, there was no analysis anywhere to be found, only baseless accusations from predominantly white men and an occasional white
woman living in Miami, Texas and Costa Rica. A number of Latinos from various locations in the United States later joined in the chatter
claiming they were born in Nicaragua and thus justified in posting hostilities, when engaged in debate.
Property owners I personally knew also spoke against the government and joined in with inflammatory remarks. It is important to
understand that President Ortega and the FSLN did not conduct purging campaigns to remove its bitter rightwing enemies/Somozistas.
Under President Ortega’s compassionate and practical leadership, Nicaragua even forgave the Contras that its FSLN fought against once
they agreed to lay down their arms.
Everywhere I looked the message of hate was the same, be it Facebook, Twitter or mainstream news media from the mouths of rightwing
senators Marco Rubio and Ileana Ross-Lehtinen who staged meetings with protestors as well as alternative media such as Democracy
Now and the Guardian. The understated president, Daniel Ortega, went from being an astute and beloved aged revolutionary hero to a
merciless dictator in social media and the press within a few hours. The news feed was so similar, overwhelming, relentless and well
packaged, that it seemed immediately like an expertly orchestrated massive disinformation campaign set by the imperial United States to
remove President Ortega and the FSLN from office yet again.
Anytime I questioned the prevailing narrative on the Facebook expatriate groups, 10 to 15 users, with questionable profiles, ganged up on
me. I was personally insulted, told to remove my posts, and threatened. They feared my comments. Additionally, my Facebook friends
were contacted and insulted and told to “make me remove my posts”. I received phone calls on Facebook Messenger despite the fact that
my friend’s list is hidden.
The questionable profiles that contacted me often listed present employment with an obscure non governmental organization (NGO),
and/or prior employment with the US State Department, US military, or in one case a user listed his job as a “private investigator” that
just returned from “doing security in Venezuela.”
Yet, what was most troubling to me was that people I knew from San Juan Del Sur were brainwashed by the massive and unrelenting
wave of disinformation. PSYOPS temporarily worked. They began repeating hostile catch phrases against the government as if it was
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Holy Scripture. They would not read or watch anything in favor of the government, despite my best efforts through verbal and written
communication. They made up their minds, based on social media and Google’s distorted reality, that revolution was what the majority of
people in Nicaragua wanted. This distortion couldn’t be farther from the truth, as President Daniel Ortega was elected with over 70
percent of the vote. However, the barrage of repeating fake propaganda videos resulted in social contagion frenzy, similar to that
experienced by the Arab students in Egypt.
As it turned out, many of the photos and videos posted and used to incite violence were actually taken in Mexico and Honduras years
earlier and many of the “dead” were found resurrected in other parts of Nicaragua alive and well. However, armed criminal mercenaries
called “peaceful student protestors” by the news and social media did murder police and civilians. Fortunately, distorted reality can only
last a short time.
In Nicaragua, the government had control over the county within three months, as the news and social media lies became apparent to
citizens and foreigners. Essentially, the criminal mercenaries that infiltrated the protests were not content to restrict their activities to the
ones dictated by their US government employers. To supplement their wages, they robbed, raped and pillaged the communities to which
they held hostage, and were systematically removed by local residents as well as the police.
Facebook’s Biased Reaction
Facebook automatically flagged and blocked my posts on Nicaragua’s expatriate groups, and group administrators removed the ones that
slipped through. My posts merely explained the US government’s longstanding disinformation campaigns against Nicaragua. Then,
Facebook and/or group administrators removed my access to the pages. Eventually, due to threats, I deleted my Facebook profile.
However, PSYOPS did not succeed in silencing me; instead, it encouraged me to write for a larger audience.
Control over Dissent Using Facebook
In late July 2018, I created a new Facebook profile and began again to monitor Nicaragua expatriate news groups and post articles that
support its sovereign government against slanderous untruths. On July 29th, Facebook removed and considered spam two articles that I
posted: “The Case Against Daniel Ortega” by Chuck Kaufman hosted on the Libya360.Worldpress.com website and “Opposition Beyond
the Violence in Nicaragua” by John Perry hosted on The Guardian website. Both articles non-violently support the sovereign government
of Nicaragua. Fortunately, I was able in both instances to get the posts restored after clicking a few buttons. Yet I still remain unable to
get Facebook or group administrators to remove articles that promote violence against the government. Despite my flagging of these fake
articles for deletion under the Facebook categories: terrorism, violence, harassment, and hate speech, Facebook allows this vitriol to
remain.
After posting a third article titled: “After the Failed Coup, After All the Lies, Nicaragua Rebuilds” by Tortilla Con Sal, hosted on the
Telesur website, Facebook locked me out of my user account. The article I posted promoted peace and reconstruction. For the record,
none of the articles I posted were ever in violation of Facebook’s community standards.
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To unlock my user account, Facebook required me to upload a close-up photo of my face. Facebook’s clear bias against the content of my
posts coupled with its desire to invade my physical privacy proved intimidating. Facebook, a corporate behemoth, had me vulnerable and
exposed, as I could not access my account to delete it without first revealing my personal identity. Facebook is like the mighty Wizard of
Oz in that its master is concealed behind a curtain and unreachable. Facebook lists no email address or phone number for “customer
service”.
Did Facebook’s version of Orwell’s Thought Police flag my account? After a few deep breaths, I took a chance that Facebook would use
its facial recognition software to confirm my physical identity against an Internet search. So, I found a close-up photo online that
corresponded with the fake name I used to open my Facebook account, and uploaded it hoping for the best. It worked. I had access to my
profile by the next morning. However, I continue to wonder if Facebook was fooled or if I am merely being given more opportunity to
violate the Patriot Act in thought and word? Are my CIA, NSA, FBI and DoD “friends” continuing their surveillance of my personal
communications on Facebook’s Messenger and WhatsApp applications just more closely? Under the Patriot Act, Facebook is mostly
prohibited from disclosing law enforcement surveillance. According to Facebook, in its summary of its 2017 transparency report, it
states:
“The US government requests for account data remained roughly even at 32,742, of which 62% included a
non-disclosure order prohibiting Facebook from notifying the user, which is up from 57% during the rst
half of 2017.”
Other transparency report findings of note for Google, Verizon and AT&T are as follow:
“Google received 48,941 government data requests a ecting 83,345 user accounts in the rst six months of
2017.” And, “In the reporting period between 2016 and 2017, local, state and federal government
authorities seeking information related to national security, counter-terrorism or criminal concerns issued
more than 260,000 subpoenas, court orders, warrants, and other legal requests to Verizon and more
than 250,000 such requests to AT&T.”
On May 24, 2018, the ACLU filed a Freedom of Information Act request to find out how agencies like the FBI and the Department of
Homeland Security are collecting and analyzing content from Facebook, Twitter, and other social media sites.
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“Government surveillance of social media can have serious consequences, whether you’re a U.S. citizen, a lawful resident, or are seeking
to immigrate to or visit the United States. The FBI appears to be using social media as a basis for deciding who to interview, investigate,
or target with informants or undercover agents. A single Facebook post or tweet may be all it takes to place someone on a watch list, with
effects that can range from repeated, invasive screening at airports to detention and questioning in the United States or abroad.”
With the proliferation of US government non-discloser surveillance, the use of facial recognition software, and the requirement to upload
close-up photos to gain access to existing profiles, the velvet gloves are completely off Facebook as an iron fisted US government spy
tool. The justification that this intrusive level of policing is merely to remove “fake profiles” doesn’t fly. There are alternate methods that
do not compromise our constitutional and civil rights. This is a ruse, engineered by the NSA. Be warned.
Facebook Facial Recognition Software and the US National Security Agency (NSA)

As discussed by James Risen and Laura Poitras in their May 31, 2014 article titled: N.S.A. Collecting Millions of Faces From Web
Images, the National Security Agency (NSA) is actively harvesting massive amounts of images of people from communications that it
intercepts through its global surveillance efforts for use in sophisticated facial recognition programs, according to top-secret documents.
“The spy agency’s reliance on facial recognition technology has grown significantly over the last four years as the agency has turned to
new software to exploit the flood of images included in emails, text messages, social media, videoconferences and other
communications, the N.S.A. documents reveal. The agency intercepts millions of images per day including about 55,000 facial
recognition quality images which translate into tremendous untapped potential, according to 2011 documents obtained from the former
agency contractor Edward J. Snowden.”
In-Q-Tel (IQT)
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In early 1999, with funding directed by the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), input from Silicon Valley consultants and Norman
Augustine, a former CEO of Lockheed-Martin, In-Q-It, a non-profit corporation was formed. Its core mission to improve the data
collection and analysis capabilities of the CIA through access and control over emerging Information Technology (IT) remains intact to
date. By March of 1999, the corporation received its first contract. In 2000, its name was changed to In-Q-Tel (IQT).
IQT invests in areas where there is both a CIA need and private sector interest. Examples of commercial applications that also support
intelligence functions are: data warehousing and mining, knowledge management, profiling search agents, geographic information
systems, imagery analysis and pattern recognition, statistical data analysis tools, language translation, targeted information systems,
mobile computing, and secure computing.
Though IQT, the CIA has the option of purchasing products directly from the vendor or launching Research & Development (R&D)
projects. While IQT’s present budget remains secret, its first year budget was $28 million. According to a 2013 Fox Business News
report, IQT claims that for every dollar it invests in a company, the venture community invests over $9. Further, it claimed that it had
leveraged more than $3.9 billion in private-sector funds.
R&D remains the core of its activities. Sometimes IQT assembles teams of companies to create the solution it seeks; other times it is a
co-investor in a fledgling company with additional business partners. IQT also uses request for proposal. Essentially, IQT is empowered
to use whatever model meets its objective.
In the area of R&D, the CIA’s agreement with IQT allows it and/or its partners to retain title to the innovations created, and to freely
negotiate the allocation of Intellectual Property (IP) derived revenues. The only major stipulation is that the CIA retain traditional
“government purpose rights” to the innovations. This agreement has allowed IQT to amass considerable financial resources secretly over
the last nineteen years since its inception. Also, this agreement has permitted collaborating and beholden individuals to become
extremely wealthy and powerful.
To restrict contracting to specific entities, and to achieve privacy from oversight authorities, IQT uses DARPA’s contract model called
“Other Transactions” (OT). OT contracts enable IQT to bypass Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR), which requires competition in
federal contracting.
Because of the clandestine nature of IQT’s work and its key relationship to the CIA, both entities remain extremely vulnerable to security
risks during solution transfer.
Origin of Facebook
While no record of the CIA directly funding Facebook through IQT is apparent, members of IQT’s top management are founding
members and/or board members of Facebook. Some of Facebook’s allure to users is that Mark Zuckerberg and his friends started the
company from a Harvard dorm room and that he remains the chairman and chief operating officer. If he didn’t exist, he would need to be
invented by Facebook’s marketing department. Primarily, the legend and image of a fresh faced Zuckerberg provides a palatable context
that entices young people to voluntarily part with their constitutional right to privacy for social acceptance. Though subtle coercion,
young people come to believe that in order to be “liked” by their peers, they need to be part of the Facebook brand.
A few months after Facebook was formed in 2004, it received its first capital injection from Peter Thiel, a member of the Steering
Committee of the exclusive Bilderberg Group, the drivers of globalization. Members include political leaders, key members from the
intelligence community, and experts from industry, finance, academia and the media. According to Global Research’s Stephen Lendman,
in his May 2014 article titled: The True Story of the Bilderberg Group and What they May Be Planning Now:
“Bilderbergers want to supplant individual nation-state sovereignty with an all-powerful global government,
corporate controlled, that’s check-mated by militarized enforcement.”
In August of 2004, Thiel acquired a 10.2% stake in Facebook for $500,000. The next two capital injections were $12.7 million from
Thiel and Accel Partners in May 2005 and then $27.5 million from an Accel-led round of financing that included Thiel, Accel and
Greylock Partners in April 2006. In 2012, Thiel sold the majority of his shares for over $1 billion, but remains on the board of directors.
Essentially, IQT is linked to Facebook through Thiel, and Thiel is linked to IQT through his firm Palantir. So, to understand Facebook it
is first necessary to understand Palantir, then Thiel.
Palantir
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According to Wikipedia, Palantir was started in 2004. Its only outside backer was the CIA’s nonprofit venture capital firm, IQT. Through
pilots facilitated by IQT with computer scientists and analysts from intelligence agencies, Palantir’s technology was developed over a
three-year period. A document leaked to TechCrunch revealed that Palantir’s clients as of 2013 included at least twelve groups within the
U.S. government, including the CIA, DHS, FBI, CDC, the Marine Corps, the Air Force, Special Operations Command, West Point, the
Joint Improvised-Threat Defeat Organization and Allies, the Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board and the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children.
Peter Thiel
According to Wikipedia, Peter Thiel was born in Germany and holds German, American and New Zealand citizenship. Besides being a
member of the Bilderberg Group’s Steering Committee as referred to earlier, Thiel is the co-author of an anti-multicultural book titled
“The Diversity Myth: Multiculturalism and Political Intolerance on Campus”, where his racist and misogynist bias is apparent in his
argument that multiculturalism in colleges is hurting education and that some cases of alleged date rape are actually seductions that are
later regretted.
Despite his apology, issued 20 years after the book was published, he gave $1.2 million to the campaign of then Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump, who ran on a white nationalist campaign. Thiel is also is a member of the super PAC called: Make America
Number 1. The super PAC is credited with donating funds to Steve Bannon, via a shell company he heads named Glittering Steel.
Bannon is widely considered a racist, anti-Semite and white nationalist. The supper PAC also donated funds to rightwing Senator Ted
Cruz. With Thiel’s clear intent and bias, it should be no surprise that the Facebook Cambridge Analytica scandal favored Trump in the
election, and that the violent prevailing narrative against Nicaragua, supported by Ted Cruz, is impossible to remove from Facebook’s
expatriate group pages.
Accel Partners: In 2004, Accel partner James Breyer sat on the board of directors of military defense contractor Bolt, Beranek and
Newman (BBN) with IQT’s CEO Gilman Louie. BBN is known for essentially helping to create email and the Internet for the DoD.
Breyer is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.
Greylock Partners: Howard Cox, the head of Greylock, served on IQT’s board of directors. Before Greylock, Cox served two years in
the Office of the Secretary of Defense.
Origin of Google
Launched in 1998, Google is one of the world’s largest media companies. While the Department of Defense (DoD), CIA, NSA and
Google’s marketing department would like users to believe that its founders, Stanford University students, Larry Page and Sergey Brin
developed software independent of the DoD, the truth is they didn’t. They were both on the payroll of the National Science Foundation
(NSF) while working on its Stanford Digital Library Project (SDLP). This library project is similar to Google in that it involved the
creation of search algorithms to scan large quantities of data to find relationships.
The NSF is funded by the US federal government and expresses in its mission statement its intention to “secure the national defense”.
NSF has a longstanding relationship with the DoD’s Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). Nothing requiring serious
funding and real paychecks involving Information Technology and US Universities is done without DARPA knowledge as detailed
below:
“In the 1970s, the agency responsible for developing emerging technologies for military, intelligence, and
national security purposes the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) linked four
supercomputers to handle massive data transfers. It handed the operations o to the National Science
Foundation (NSF) a decade or so later, which proliferated the network across thousands of universities and,
eventually, the public, thus creating the architecture and sca olding of the World Wide Web.”
Not only was Google’s development nurtured by NSF/DARPA, but Google was also was aided by the secretive Massive Digital Data
Systems (MDDS) program which was administered by private contractors for the CIA and NSA. The MDDS program sought to identify
the digital fingerprints of users inside the World Wide Web so information requests could be tracked, sorted and aggregated to reveal
individual proclivities and that of like-minded others with the intention of assembling target groups for easy surveillance so as to predict
and counter their plans. The MDDS project was named Birds of a Feather with the thinking that like-minded individuals will engage in
coordinated action together, just as birds fly in predictable V-formations. Predictability is key to the CIA in its efforts to weaponize social
unrest. MDDS is considered to have helped create the design breakthrough that Google was built upon
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Google has been an obvious partner with the CIA since 2004 when the company bought Keyhole from IQT, the CIA’s venture capital
nonprofit. EarthViewer, Keyhole’s mapping technology software, became Google Earth.
Google and Social Media’s Influence
Besides geographic and locational tracking, Google assists the government in its efforts to write, and rewrite, history. According to its
Google’s transparency report, the US government has named 79,901 items for removal since 2009. To add perspective to this number,
consider that for this same period in time, Venezuela has named 10 items for removal, and Nicaragua has named 1 item for removal.
Content Placement in Social Media and Google
Olivia Solon and Sam Levin detail, in their December 16, 2016 article for The Guardian, How Google’s Search Algorithm Spreads False
Information with a Rightwing Bias. According to the authors, search and autocomplete algorithms prioritize sites with rightwing bias,
and far-right groups trick it to boost propaganda and misinformation in search rankings. As described below, the authors uncovered this
bias in environmental as well as social and political examples:
“Following a recent investigation by the Observer, which found that Google’s search engine prominently
suggests neo-Nazi websites and anti-Semitic writing, the Guardian has uncovered a dozen additional
examples of biased search results. Google’s search algorithm and its autocomplete function prioritize
websites that, for example, declare that climate change is a hoax, being gay is a sin, and the Sandy Hook
mass shooting never happened.”
To test this allegation out, I entered the following text: “Socialism is…” Autocomplete added: “…is for figs.” The full sentence with
autocomplete then read: “Socialism is for figs.” Photos of a red t-shirt appeared. On the t-shirt is a drawing of Che Guevara, a limp wrist,
and text. Upon review, I found that an extreme rightwing group is marketing this t-shirt. The word “figs” in the text is written with a
missing “I” that is replaced with the drawing of a fig hanging from a tree branch. Because of drawing of a limp wrist, this text can be
interpreted by the reader to mean that socialism is for “fags.” In the US, the word “fag” is a derogatory name for homosexuals, and a
limp wrist is a derogatory symbol. This supports the Guardian’s observation of Google’s bias against homosexuals as well its bias against
socialists. Additionally, the fig fruit represents the name of the village in Bolivia where Che Guevara was captured and murdered. Thus,
the fig represents a death threat against socialists. Hopefully, a socialist cyber activist can remove this blight against a beloved
revolutionary hero.
Google’s Influence in Elections
As explained by Robert Epstein, from the American Institute for Behavioral Research and Technology, Google has the power to rig
elections through something he calls the search engine manipulation effect (SEME). Based on his four years trying to reverse engineer
Google’s search algorithms, he concludes that:
“We know that if there’s a negative autocomplete suggestion in the list, it will draw somewhere between 5
and 15 times as many clicks as a neutral suggestion,” Epstein said. “If you omit negatives for one
perspective, one hotel chain or one candidate, you have a heck of a lot of people who are going to see only
positive things for whatever the perspective you are supporting. Even changing the order in which certain
search terms appear in the autocompleted list can make a huge impact, with the rst result drawing the
most clicks, he said.”
Appearing on the first page of Google search results can give websites undue authority and traffic.
“These platforms are structured in such a way that they are allowing and enabling, consciously or unconsciously, more extreme views to
dominate,” said Martin Moore from Kings College London’s Centre for the Study of Media, Communication and Power.”
Epstein believes these two manipulations work together and have a profound impact on people, since they are unaware it is being done.
He believes this is compounded by Google’s personalization of search results. This means users see different results based on their
interests.
According to politico.com, the problem is that more than 75 percent of all online searches in the United States are conducted on Google.
Thus, if Google’s CEO, a rogue employee or the search algorithm favors one candidate, there is no way to counteract that influence.
Politico’s research shows that even when people do notice they are seeing biased search rankings, their voting preferences still shift in the
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desired directions toward the bias. It’s as if the bias is serving as a form of social proof. The thinking is that if the search engine prefers
one candidate, that candidate must be the best. Biased rankings are hard for individuals, regulators and election watchdogs to detect as
SEME is easy to hide through customized search results.
In Wired’s 2010 article titled: Exclusive: Google, CIA Invest in ‘Future’ of Web Monitoring, it discusses the company
Recorded Future, that is funded by both the CIA’s IQT non-pro t and Google. Both IQT and Google Ventures have seats on
Recorded Future’s board. Not only does the software, Recorded Future, scour websites, blogs and Twitter accounts to find the
relationships between people, organizations, actions and incidents in the present, but also in the future. In looking at the invisible links
between documents that mention similar or related entities and events, it can figure out the participants, the location, and predict when it
might occur. According to Recoded Future, the software can assemble actual real-time dossiers on people. Recoded Future maintains an
index with more than 100 million events.
“The cool thing is, you can actually predict the curve, in many cases,” says company CEO Christopher Ahlberg, a former Swedish Army
Ranger with a PhD in computer science.”
Content Placement in Social Media and Google
Besides taking proactive security measures, activists and the NAM can benefit by controlling the technology that decides the placement
of supportive material on social media and Google. As most involved in the drafting and dissemination of content already know,
everything that departs from the prevailing imperialist narrative is automatically considered subversive and blocked. While quality
content continues to exist, locating it on the Internet is like finding a needle in a haystack, even when one already knows what is being
sought, by whom, and from where.
The latest trick is for a news item of interest to be blocked by a message warning of an “expired security certificate” and threatening “a
virus upon opening”. This was found on an article titled: Cyber warfare: Challenge of Tomorrow, by none other than Counterpunch’s
plagiarist spy Alice Donovan.
The Cost of US Cyber Warfare
The United States 2019 proposed intelligence budget at $73 billion has nearly doubled since 2005. This figure includes the National
Intelligence Program (NIP) budget at $54.6 billion and Military Intelligence Program (MIP) budget at $18.4 billion. Back in 2005, there
was no MIP budget. The total NIP Budget was $39.8 billion, which is still an exorbitant amount of money.
The NIP funds Intelligence Community (IC) activities in six Federal Departments and two independent agencies: the Department of
Defense, the Department of Justice, the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of State, the Department of Energy, the
Department of Treasury, the Central Intelligence Agency, and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
As described in by the Washington Post in its article titled: “The Black Budget”, the CIA, NSA and National Reconnaissance Office
(NRO) received more than 68 percent of the 2013 black budget. The CIA received $14.7 billion, the NSA $10.8 billion, and NRO $10.3
billion. Within its funding mission categories, $20.3 billion was for Warning U.S. leaders about critical events and $17.2 billion was for
Combating Terrorism.
In looking at the new 2019 MIP budget, one can better understand how new initiatives and training in cyber warfare are being funded.
Take for example the US Air Force Cyberspace Defense Operations (IB4X1) Summary description:
“Personnel in the Cyber Warfare Operations specialty perform duties to develop, sustain, and enhance
cyberspace capabilities. These capabilities are used to defend national interests from attack and to create
e ects in cyberspace to achieve national objectives.” “They conduct both o ensive and defensive
cyberspace operations. They act to protect cyberspace systems from adversarial access and attack. They
execute command and control (C2) of assigned cyberspace forces and de-con ict cyberspace operations.
They will partner with Department of Defense, interagency, and Coalition Forces.”
While the US government clearly takes the lead in unconventional warfare technology, due to its massive resources and funding, it leaves
in its wake tons of technological opportunities ripe to be exploited. What can’t be appropriated can be protested. Just don’t post anything
tactical on the Internet or use smart phones, because your “friends” in the US government are watching. Take heart, this elaborate
surveillance system was devised because the ruling elite is outnumbered. Knowledge is power.
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[Lauren Smith, author of historical fiction, has a BA in Politics, Economics and Society from SUNY at Old Westbury and an MPA in
International Development Administration from New York University. Her novel on Nicaragua’s 1979 revolution is due out in 2019.]
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Evo Morales will soon have been the president of Bolivia for 12 years, heralding the ascent of the indigenous social
movements to governmental power. This ended the apartheid system against the indigenous that existed for 500
years in Bolivia. Evo won in 2005 with 53.7% of the vote, followed by re-elections in 2009 with 64.2% and 2014 with
61.3%.
The country has made great strides in economic development, national sovereignty, women’s and Original Peoples’
rights, respect for Mother Earth, raising the people’s standard of living, level of education, and health care.
His presidency, which has brought an era of relative social peace and economic growth, has been the longest in
Bolivia’s history. Since 1825 Bolivia has had 83 presidents with 37, almost half, by means of coup d’etats. Previous
presidents typically lacked social legitimacy, representing a political system that excluded participation of the
indigenous peoples, plagued by social and economic inequality, subjugated to foreign interests, and complicit with the
looting of natural resources. By 2002, after years of neoliberal regimes serving foreign, mostly US corporations, the
proportion of the rural population living in extreme poverty had risen to 75%.
The election of Evo, a campesino movement leader and head of the Movement Toward Socialism (MAS), began what
his government describes as the “Process of Change” that shifted power away from Bolivia’s traditional elite, the
mostly white owners of industry and agriculture, and towards the majority, the mostly indigenous workers and
campesinos.
Re ecting on the historic signi cance of the changes underway in Bolivia, Morales declared: “We are the indigenous
blood of Mother Earth. Until now Bolivia has been ruled by a few families that have all the political and economic
power. They despise, humiliate, marginalize and hate the majority of the indigenous population.” “After 525 years of
colonization, we indigenous peoples are part of the construction of a new Plurinational State and we have full
particpation in international political organizations and forums.”
Why Has Economic Development Been so Successful During the Process of Change
The MAS government undertook an anti-neoliberal program, which has enabled the economy to grow an average 5%
per year since 2006, compared to 2.8% during the years 1951-2005. As a result, the Gross Domestic Product has grown
four-fold from $9 billion in 2005 to $36 billion today. Bolivia has become the fastest growing economy in Latin
America.
Economic strategy focused on regaining national sovereignty over the country’s natural resources and using this
wealth not to enrich foreign multinationals but to raise the standard of living of the neglected people of Bolivia. In
2006 Evo Morales asserted public ownership over the country’s gas and oil resources, making foreign companies turn
over extractive industry resources to the state. The state now fully controls sales, transport and distribution as well as
key decisions regarding the extraction and re ning of raw materials. The nationalization decree also forced foreign oil
companies to renegotiate contracts with the new administration. Today, foreign corporations still extract most of
Bolivia’s natural gas, but do so as contractors hired by the state, on the state’s terms.
Prior to the nationalizations (not only of gas and oil, but telecommunications, water, electricity, and a number of
mines), foreign corporations pocketed about 85% of the pro ts generated by natural gas production. Morales
increased the country’s pro t share from gas from about 15% before his presidency to between 80-90%.[i] In 2005,
before nationalization, government gas revenues totaled $0.6 billion; in 2015 it was over four times as much, $2.6
billion – in fact down from $4.5 billion in 2014.
In 2015 all gas and oil revenues yielded $4 billion, making up nearly half of Bolivia’s export earnings.
Over ten years, Evo’s Bolivia has gained $31.5 billion from the nationalizations, compared to a mere $2.5 billion earned
during the previous ten years of neoliberal policies. This vastly increased revenue, largely used to bene t the people,
starkly exempli es the extent the people have been robbed to serve foreign corporate interests.
By the end of 2013 the state-owned portion of the economy reached 35%, double that of previous neoliberal
governments. The state has become the main generator of wealth, and public investment amounted to over $5 billion
in 2016, compared to a mere $629 million in 2006. Much of this new revenue funds the country’s impressive
development, infrastructure, community projects, such as schools, gyms, clinics, roads, and subsidies for agricultural
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production. It is spent on the people’s health and education, on price controls for staple foods, on wage increases, and
social security bene ts.
This humane redistribution of national wealth away from corporate interests to serving the poor majority has allowed
one in ve Bolivians, two million people, to escape a life of poverty. Even the World Bank has recognized the country
as world champion in income growth for the poorest 40% of its population.
In the US, the government is taking the opposite course, turning its back on the poor. Here the poverty has grown over
the same period, from 12.3% to 12.7%.[ii] Vacant homes number 18,600,000 – enough for each homeless person to
have 6. The government cut food stamps by $8.7 billion in 2014, cut 500,000 poor from the program in 2016, with
plans to slash $19.3 billion per year for ten years. Yet Washington increases the military budget this year by $80 billion,
an amount that could make public college free.
For Bolivia to industrialize and diversify the economy, to move away from dependence on natural resource exports, is
a di cult long-term task. The country did create 485,000 jobs in the productive sector between 2006-2010, and
developed industries to process natural resources.[iii] It advanced signi cantly its agricultural production, now
providing 95% of the country’s food. Yet raw materials still account for 90% of Bolivia’s exports.
Big investments are underway in infrastructure construction, hydrocarbon exploration, industrialization of natural gas
(for fertilizers and plastics), more lithium production, and electric power for export. “Here we have the presence of
China, with cooperation without pre-conditions, with credit without conditions,” Evo Morales said, contrasting Chinese
aid to Western aid.
New Social Programs to Eliminate Poverty
In Bolivia under Evo, poverty has declined from 60.6% of the population in 2005 to 38.6% in 2016. Extreme poverty
(those living on less than $1.25 per day) fell from 38% to 16.8%. The real minimum wage has risen from 440 bolivars a
month to 2,000 a month, (from $57 to $287) Unemployment stands at under 4%, the lowest in Latin America, down
from 8.5% in 2005.
Here are some of the measures to combat poverty:
I. Electricity has been brought to 66% of rural homes by 2015, up from 25% in 2001.
II. Over 127,000 homes have been created for low income Bolivians who lack housing. Another 23,000 homes will
be built in 2018.
III. The Juancito Pinto program aims to increase school attendance and reduce child labor. It presently reaches 2
million children, who each receive $28 annually upon nishing their school year.
IV. The Juana Azurduy program combats maternal and infant mortality, as well as malnutrition in children under two
years old. Mothers can receive up to $266 from the program. UNICEF has pointed out the e ectiveness of these
social programs. Chronic undernourishment in children under wo has sharply fallen from 27%, when the
program started in 2009 to 16% now, and infant mortality has been cut in half just since 2008.
V. The Renta de la Dignidad is a payment to the 900,000 Bolivians over 60 years old, who would otherwise receive
no pension. Incapacitated and disabled people now receive 250 bolivianos ($36) monthly and guaranteed job
placement in public and private institutions.
More than 4.8 million Bolivians – in a country of just over 10 million – today bene t from these programs, progams
which not just combat poverty, but improve public health and education.
Meanwhile in the US the bottom 90% of households are poorer today than they were in 1987.
Bolivia has cut income inequality by two-thirds, with the share of income of the top 10% vis-à-vis the poorest 10% has
dropped from 128 to 1 in 2005 to 37 to 1 in 2016.
In the US, after years of neoliberal programs, we have the shocking fact that the three richest US citizens have more
wealth than the bottom 50% of the population.
Gains for Rights of Original Peoples
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The country, after a national discussion initiated by Bolivia’s ve main indigenous campesino organizations, adopted a
new constitution. The new document recognized Bolivia as a Plurinational State, with equal status and autonomy for
Original Peoples, and also reclaimed control over natural resources. The new government has even established a
Ministry of Decolonization (with a Depatriarchalization Unit) to further the uprooting of the previous apartheid system.
By 2011, 90 of the 166 elected representatives of the national assembly came directly from the ranks of the
progressive social movements. [iv]
Gains in Education and Health Care
Bolivia had an illiteracy rate of 13% when Evo Morales became president. After a mass literacy campaign that used
Cuba’s YES I CAN program, 850,000 were educated and by 2008 Bolivia was declared free of illiteracy. The country is
second to Cuba in Latin America in terms of funding education. There are now 16,000 educational establishments in
the country, 4,500 of them were built since 2006 with the funds from the nationalized gas industry.
Life expectancy of Bolivians during Evo’s presidency has increased from 64 years to 71 years. This is partly the result of
the almost 700 members of the Cuban medical brigade working in the country. Cuba’s Operation Miracle has also
enabled 676,000 Bolivians to have had their vision restored. Moreover, around 5,000 Bolivians have obtained their
medical degrees in Cuba, going back to their country to provide their services. The country now has 47 new hospitals
and over 3,000 health centers being built.
Land Distribution and Food Self-Su ciency
Before Evo became president, 5% of property owners owned 70% of the arable land.[v] From 2006-2010 over 35
million hectares of land (1/3rd of Bolivia), was handed over to Original Peoples’ peasant communities to be run
communally. This included government lands, large estates, and forest. Another 21 million hectares previously
occupied illegally by large landowners were declared public lands, mostly protected forests.[vi] The land reform law
expropriated underutilized lands, and permitted seizure of property from landowners employing forced labor or debt
peonage. In all, approximately 800,000 low-income peasants have bene ted. Of those who received titles to their land,
46% have been women. For the rst time since the European conquest, smallholders control 55% of all land. The
government ensures that these small producers receive preferential access to equipment, supplies, loans, and state
subsidized markets, key factors in enabling the country to become self-su cient in food.
US Interference and Regime Change Attempts
As John Perkins points out in Confessions of an Economic Hitman, any government pursuing anti-neoliberal economic
policies or its own foreign policy independent of the US, as the case with Rafael Correa’s Ecuador and Evo’s Bolivia,
becomes a US target for overthrow.
Evo Morales has become one of Washington’s most disfavored leaders in the Americas. Washington continues to be
concerned about Evo revolutionizing the indigenous movements in the region, and tries to tarnish his reputation as
an indigenous movement leader.
Wikileaks documents show that the US tried to undermine the presidencies of Evo Morales and Rafael Correa even
before they were elected. Right after Evo’s inauguration, the US ambassador made it clear to him that funding by the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank and IMF depended on his “good behavior,” [vii] that is: back
o nationalizing Bolivia’s petroleum resources. When Morales rejected these “orders,” including naming government
ministers and military leaders without seeking prior US embassy consent, Washington began nancing Bolivian
opposition groups seeking to overthrow the indigenous government.
Washington used USAID, NED [National Endowment for Democracy], IDB, World Bank, and IMF, to take punitive
measures such as vetoing multilateral loans, postponing talks on alleviating Bolivia’s foreign debts, and discouraging
international loans and grants. US Ambassador Greenlee wrote in a cable, in January 2006, just months after Morales’
election, “U.S. assistance, the largest of any bilateral donor by a factor of three, is often hidden by our use of third
parties to dispense aid with U.S. funds.” He noted “many USAID-administered economic programs run counter to the
direction the GOB [Government of Bolivia] wishes to move the country.”
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US embassy cables showed Washington sought to create divisions in the social and indigenous movements that make
up the support base of the country’s rst indigenous-led government. Despite recognizing these were “traditionally
confrontational organizations” vis-a-vis the US, Greenlee believed that “working more closely with these social sector
representatives” who expressed dissent towards Morales “seems to be most bene cial to [US government] interests”.
USAID poured at least $85 million into Bolivia. Initially, the US hoped to destabilize the government by training the
separatists in the richer Santa Cruz area in the eastern lowlands. USAID money owed to groups in these oppositionbased areas, as part of “USAID’s larger e ort to strengthen regional governments as a counter-balance to the central
government.” [viii]
Soon these eastern regions, the Media Luna, were in open rebellion, demanding a referendum on autonomy.
Resulting protests led to the killing of at least 20 MAS supporters who had mobilized to crush the rebellion. The
separatists’ goal was to divide Bolivia into two separate republics: a poor one governed by an indigenous majority and
a much wealthier one run by European descendants in the areas home to the gas transnationals and large
agribusiness.
The US never denounced opposition violence, not even after the massacre of the MAS supporters. Moreover, the US
Embassy knew in advance of the opposition plans to blow up gas lines, but did not report it, nor even attempt to
dissuade the opposition from doing so.[ix]
Evo was soon to expel US Ambassador Goldberg for his interference. Nevertheless, USAID “still channeled at least
$200 million into the country since 2009.” USAID was eventually expelled in 2013.
Once the Media Luna separatist plan collapsed,[x] USAID switched to courting indigenous communities by using
environmental NGOs. The Aymaras – Evo is one — and Quechuas, Bolivia’s two largest indigenous peoples, live mostly
in the highlands and central regions. The east is home to the remaining 34 indigenous peoples. In 2011 new antigovernment protests in the east again arose, this time around a planned TIPNIS highway.
Protests against the Government around the TIPNIS (Isiboro Sécure National Park and Indigenous Territory)
The Bolivian government planned to build a highway — actually to widen, pave and connect two roads with a 20-40
mile new connector — going through the TIPNIS. Western funded NGOs along with some local indigenous groups
organized an international campaign against the MAS government, claiming Evo was repressing the indigenous and
destroying untouched nature. This campaign was partly funded by USAID and received sympathetic reporting in
NACLA, UpsideDownWorld, Amazon Watch, and other liberal-left alternative media, which either omitted or
discounted the US role. Avaaz [xi] and allied NGOs in solidarity with the protest groups organized international
petition of protest. This foreign interference served to exacerbate a resolvable internal Bolivian dispute.
Fred Fuentes and Cory Morningstar wrote several exposés of this Western campaign against Evo, the covering up of
the facts surrounding the TIPNIS road and the protests, including the USAID funding.[xii] Evo Morales even revealed
transcripts of phone calls between the anti-highway march organizers and U.S. embassy o cials, including calls right
before the march set out.
That the TIPNIS protest leaders supported the REDD (Reduce Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation), which
would give Western NGOs and these indigenous groups funds for monitoring TIPNIS forests, was also not mentioned
by liberal-left alternative media. REDD uses poor nations for carbon o sets so corporations in rich countries can
continue polluting.
Many Western solidarity activists uncritically supported the anti-highway march. Many of their articles about the issue
downplayed and made no mention of connections between the protest leaders and Washington and the Santa Cruz
right wing.
Eventually the issue was resolved through a consultation process, and 55 of the 69 TIPNIS indigenous communities
agreed to the road.[xiii]
US Manipulation Helped Cause Evo’s Loss in the 2016 Constitutional Referendum
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

63/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

The US again intervened to in uence the February 21, 2016 referendum to change the constitution to allow Evo
Morales to run again for the presidency. A smear campaign against him took place, including false stories of his
corruption, nepotism, and fathering a child with a lover, which led to him losing the vote. The day is now recognized as
the “Day of the Lie.” On the 2017 anniversary, mobilizations around the country backed the Process of Change and
rejected the previous year’s vote. Washington is already at work to block his renomination in 2019.
USAID and NED Funding of Oppositional Forces
According to Bolivia’s Cabinet Chief Juan Ramon Quintana, from 2006-2015 NED funded around 40 institutions in
Bolivia including economic and social centers, foundations and non-governmental organizations, for a total of over
$10 million. For 2013, the combined NED and USAID allocations for Cuba, Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia totaled over
$60 million, with the bulk of these funds destined to Cuba and Ecuador.
The Issue of “Extractivism” in Bolivia
Linda Farthing notes that in world colonial and neocolonial history, “the exploitation of [Bolivia’s] considerable natural
resources has also been nearly unparalleled.” It included Spain’s richest gold and silver mine, one the richest tin
mines, two of today’s largest silver and iron ore mines, half of the world’s lithium, and South America’s second largest
gas reserves. She adds, “It comes as no surprise that Bolivia’s history and environment have been dominated by
relentless extraction.”
A central challenge facing Latin American governments is overcoming this dependency on raw material exports to a
world market controlled by Western powers. This issue, who some present as “extractivism,” has become one of the
main points of liberal-left and environmental NGO criticism of the positive changes in both Evo’s Bolivia and Correa’s
Ecuador.
“Extractivism” is a deliberately politically neutral and ahistorical term that conceals the brutal history that created the
present First World-Third World system. “Extractivism” glosses over what has been 500 years of mass murder of
Original Peoples, their slavery and semi-slavery for the purpose of plundering their gold, silver and other natural
resources.
The Third World remains dependent on raw material exports, with their economies fragmented into specialized
extractive industries geared towards a world market controlled by the First World, alongside backward, low-tech
domestic industries and a bloated informal sector.
Bolivia cannot compete in industrial production with countries with more modern institutions, citizens with a higher
educational level, developed infrastructure, and with access to the sea. To break free from being a low-cost provider of
raw materials, whether mineral or agricultural, will be a long process.
As Fred Fuentes notes, the question of “extractivism” centers on how a Third World country like Bolivia can overcome
centuries of colonialism and neocolonialism to provide its people with basic services while trying to respect the
environment. The main culprits are not Bolivian, but the Western governments and their corporations. Defenders of
the indigenous and Bolivia must demand the West pay its ecological debt and transfer the necessary technology for
sustainable development to countries such as Bolivia. “Until this occurs, activists in rich nations have no right to tell
Bolivians what they can and cannot do to satisfy the basic needs of their people. Otherwise, telling Bolivian people
that they have no right to a highway or to extract gas to fund social programs (as some NGOs demanded), means
telling Bolivians they have no right to develop their economy or ght poverty.”
Environmental Achievements
Bolivian Vice President Alvaro Linera points out that Bolivia contributes 0.1% of the world’s greenhouse gases, but its
trees clean 2% of the world’s carbon dioxide, resupplying that as oxygen. He attacks the Western “colonial, elitist
environmental NGOs” for imposing their environmental demands on the Third World, saying they are blind to the
Third World’s right to development.
Fuentes called out Western so-called defenders of Bolivia’s environment who attack Evo Morales over extractivism, for
not devoting a single article on how the government has drastically cut deforestation 64% between 2010-2013. He
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asked, “why have media outlets, seemingly so concerned about Bolivia’s environment, failed to investigate what might
be the steepest reduction in greenhouse gas emission per capita of any country in the world?”
They also do not mention that in South America, Bolivia has the greatest number of trees per inhabitant. Peru has
1,500, Brazil 1,400, Argentina 1,200, Colombia 1000, Ecuador, 600, Paraguay 2, 500. Bolivia has 5,400. And this year
they will plant another 5 million.
Misrepresenting the Morales government’s environmental record often aims to delegitimize Morales’ position not only
as a leading spokesperson for the indigenous but in the global ght against climate change. Evo has rejected the
carbon o set REDD schemes many Western environmental NGOs supported and clearly blames global warming on
the First World’s capitalist operations. “I’m convinced that capitalism is the worst enemy of humanity and the
environment, enemy of the entire planet.” He has demanded the Western rich countries repay their climate debt by
transfer of technology and funds to the Third World.
Bolivia as a center of anti-imperialist social movements
The Bolivian government has sought to build political alliances with other governments and social movements in
order to help strengthen the global forces for fundamental change. Liberal-left critics of Evo Morales, who attack him
around TIPNIS, “extractivism,” even for being a neoliberal, so often willing to o er a checklist of measures for how
Bolivian socialism should be built, so often willing to portray Evo Morales as backtracking after he took o ce, tend to
go mum on his anti-imperialist measures, conferences, and statements.
Evo Morales has become an outspoken world leader against US hegemony and has pushed hard to make Bolivia a
center of anti-imperialist social movements. Bolivia organized a number of international conferences: People’s Summit
on Climate Change (2010), Anti-imperialist and Anticolonial Summit of the Peoples of Latin America and the World
(2013), Anti-Imperialist International Trade Union Conference (2014), the G77 Summit of 133 Third World nations
(2014), the key promotor of the United Nations’ World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (2014), World People’s
Conference on Climate Change and the Defense of Life (2015), World Conference of the Peoples For a World Without
Borders towards Universal Citizenship (2017).
He has called for rich countries to pay climate reparation to those poorer ones su ering the e ects of climate change.
Warning of a coming “climate holocaust” that will destroy parts of Africa and many island nations, he called for an
international climate court of justice to prosecute countries for climate crimes.
In 2016 he inaugurated a military “Anti-Imperialist Commando School,” saying “We want to build anti-colonial and anticapitalist thinking with this school that binds the armed forces to social movements and counteracts the in uence of
the School of the Americas that always saw the indigenous as internal enemies.”
Besides expelling the US ambassador and USAID for their roles in coup plotting, the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) was expelled in 2009 for its actions against social organizations and for interfering with the actual struggle
against narcotra cking.
Evo Morales’ anti-cocaine program has resulted in land used for coca production being reduced by one- fth since
2005. [xiv] The OAS considers Bolivia’s program “a best practice…[worthy of] replication”; it is also praised by the UN
O ce of Drug Control. The DEA’s military base was transformed into the Cochabamba airport and renamed Soberania
[Sovereignty].
“I am pleased to have expelled the U.S. ambassador, the Drug Enforcement Administration and to have closed the U.S.
military base in Bolivia. Now, without a U.S. ambassador, there is less conspiracy, and more political stability and social
stability.” And in reference to the IMF and World Bank, which had served to force Bolivia to divert funds away from
social welfare programs, he added “Without the International Monetary Fund, we are better o economically.”
Speaking of the US’ $700 billion military budget, Evo said “”If that money was used for cooperation or to ght poverty,
we could solve so many [of the world’s social and environmental] problems.” Instead, “The US creates and perpetuates
international con icts for pro t….The capitalist system that [it] represents is not a policy that embodies the people of
the United States but a policy of the transnational corporations, especially those that commercialize weapons and
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push for an arms race…they use any pretext against the anti-imperialist countries to subdue and dominate them
politically and rob them economically. They’re after our natural resources.”
Challenges Facing The Process of Change
Evo has said that “the retreat of the left in Latin America is due to the incapacity of progressive governments to face a
media war and the lack of political training of the youth”. Vice-President Alvaro Garcia Linera also pointed out that
progressive governments have failed to promote a kind of cultural revolution alongside the political revolution; social
programs have successfully lifted many out of poverty, creating a new middle class with new consumerist attitudes,
without promoting a corresponding new value system; progressive governments must do more to tackle the
entrenched corruption of the neoliberal years; the question of the continuity of leadership remains a challenge; and
Latin American economic integration remains a weakness despite considerable advances in political regional
integration.
Three factors may cause Bolivia’s Process of Change to stagnate and be partially reversed. It has not moved beyond
anti-neoliberalism policies, that have brought great bene ts to the people, in a more anti-capitalist direction. While
the MAS government has democratized the traditional Bolivian state, it has modi ed this bourgeois state but not
replaced it with a new one that would be a superior tool for the indigenous campesino and working people to advance
their struggle. It has not built an organization of activists committed to leading this struggle with the people.
Now coming on 12 years of the Process of Change, Bolivia is a new country under the leadership of Evo Morales and
Garcia Linera. Each passing year is one more of social, political and economic transformation, of opening up national
decision-making to the indigenous communities, peasant and worker social movements. Not only have the faces of
those who govern radically changed, but the country itself. From one of the poorest countries in Latin America, it has
become the leader in sustained economic growth. From a country founded on social exclusion to the point of
apartheid, it has become a country of inclusion for all, where more than half the Congress consists of women, where
illiteracy is eliminated, where the people have free health care and education, and have gained much greater control
over the wealth of their natural resources.

[Stans eld Smith maintains ChicagoALBASolidarity.wordpress.com, produces the AFGJ Venezuela and ALBA Weekly,
and is active in the movement against US interference in Latin America. He co-founded the Chicago Committee to Free
the Cuban 5 in 2002 and was active in that campaign through their freedom in 2014. He administers the Facebook
groups ‘Friends of Evo’s Bolivia/ Amigos de la Bolivia de Evo,” “Stand with Venezuela,””Friends of Ecuador- North
America,” among others. His Masters thesis at the University of Chicago was ‘The Development of the Labor Theory of
Value in Adam Smith, David Ricardo, and Karl Marx.”]
[i] Linda Farthing gives di erent gures: “the total government take shot up to about 70 percent of production,
making gas its primary income source with annual revenues jumping from $332 million before nationalization to more
than $2 billion today.”
[ii] These gures understate the actual gure as they exclude the 12 million undocumented, who are
disproportionately poor.
[iii] Federico Fuentes, “Bad Left Government” vs “Good Social Movements”? in Steve Ellner (ed.) Latin America’s Radical
Left, Maryland:Rowman & Little eld (2014) p. 110
[iv] Federico Fuentes « Bolivia’s Communitarian Socialism », Latin America’s Turbulent Transitions, Halifax,
Winnepeg:Fernwood Publishing; London, NewYork: Zed Books (2013) p. 86
[v] Dangl, Ben, “The Price of Fire: Resource Wars and Social Movements in Bolivia,” California: AK Press (2007) p.95
[vi] Federico Fuentes, Federico Fuentes « Bolivia’s Communitarian Socialism », Latin America’s Turbulent Transitions,
Halifax, Winnepeg:Fernwood Publishing; London, NewYork: Zed Books (2013) p. 85
[vii] The Wikileaks Files: The World According to US Empire, London, New York: Verso (2015) p. 504
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[viii] Ibid., p. 507; quote is from a US government cable. See also
https://sputniknews.com/latam/201602191035028066-bolivia-wikileaks-us-funding-separatists/
and El informe de 2007 de la USAID
[ix] The Wikileaks Files: The World According to US Empire, (2015: 508). “The US had full knowledge of opposition
groups’ terrorist plans, and yet did not denounce them,” Eirik Vold [author of Ecuador In the Sights: The WikiLeaks
Revelations and the Conspiracy Against the Government of Rafael Correa] told Prensa Latina, adding that the US had
prior knowledge of a planned attack on a natural gas pipeline, which resulted in a ten percent decrease in Bolivia’s in
gas exports to Brazil.”
[x] The Media Luna attempted coup broke under the pressure of several Latin American anti-neoliberal governments
(Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Bolivia, El Salvador, Ecuador y Nicaragua) issued a declaration in support of
Bolivia’s constitutional government. Nevertheless the US continued to maintain constant communication with the
leaders of the separatist movement.
[xi] It included 61 signers, only two from Bolivia. US signers included Amazon Watch, Biofuelwatch, Democracy Center,
Food and Water Watch, Global Exchange, NACLA, Rainforest Action Network.
[xii] Fred Fuentes, “Bad Left Government” versus “Good Left Social Movements”? in Latin America’s Radical Left (2014)
pp. 120-121
[xiii] Linda C. Farthing, Benjamin H. Kohl Evo’s Bolivia: Continuity and Change, Austin, University of Texas Press (2014)
pp. 52-54
[xiv] Drug seizures have almost tripled under Evo, Informe Presidencial, 22 de enero 2017
http://www.embolivia.org.br/UserFiles/File/PDFs/emb_inf2017.pdf p. 12
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September 13, 2017
By Robert Parry

President George W Bush visits CIA Headquarters, March 20, 2001.

Special Report: “Secret” documents from the Reagan administration show how the U.S. embedded “political action,”
i.e., the manipulation of foreign governments, in ostensibly well-meaning organizations, reports Robert Parry.
“Secret” documents, recently declassi ed by the Reagan presidential library, reveal senior White House o cials
reengaging a former CIA “proprietary,” The Asia Foundation, in “political action,” an intelligence term of art for
in uencing the actions of foreign governments.

Partially obscured by President Reagan, Walter Raymond Jr. was the CIA propaganda and disinformation specialist
who oversaw “political action” and “psychological operations” projects at the National Security Council in the 1980s.
Raymond is seated next to National Security Adviser John Poindexter. (Photo credit: Reagan presidential library)
The documents from 1982 came at a turning-point moment when the Reagan administration was revamping how the
U.S. government endeavored to manipulate the internal a airs of governments around the world in the wake of
scandals in the 1960s and 1970s involving the Central Intelligence Agency’s global covert operations.
Instead of continuing to rely heavily on the CIA, President Reagan and his national security team began o oading
many of those “political action” responsibilities to “non-governmental organizations” (NGOs) that operated in a more
overt fashion and received funding from other U.S. government agencies.
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But secrecy was still required for the involvement of these NGOs in the U.S. government’s strategies to bend the
political will of targeted countries. If the “political action” of these NGOs were known, many countries would object to
their presence; thus, the “secret” classi cation of the 1982 White House memos that I recently obtained via a
“mandatory declassi cation review” from the archivists at the Reagan presidential library in Simi Valley, California.
In intelligence circles, “political action” refers to a wide range of activities to in uence the policies and behaviors of
foreign nations, from slanting their media coverage, to organizing and training opposition activists, even to setting the
stage for “regime change.”
The newly declassi ed memos from the latter half of 1982 marked an ad hoc period of transition between the CIA
scandals, which peaked in the 1970s, and the creation of more permanent institutions to carry out these semisecretive functions, particularly the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), which was created in 1983.
Much of this e ort was overseen by a senior CIA o cial, Walter Raymond Jr., who was moved to Reagan’s National
Security Council’s sta where he managed a number of interagency task forces focused on “public diplomacy,”
“psychological operations,” and “political action.”
Raymond, who had held top jobs in the CIA’s covert operations shop specializing in propaganda and disinformation,
worked from the shadows inside Reagan’s White House, too. Raymond was rarely photographed although his portfolio
of responsibilities was expansive. He brought into his orbit emerging “stars,” including Lt. Col. Oliver North (a central
gure in the Iran-Contra scandal), State Department propagandist (and now a leading neocon) Robert Kagan, and NED
President Carl Gershman (who still heads NED with its $100 million budget).
Despite his camera avoidance, Raymond appears to have grasped his true importance. In his NSC les, I found a
doodle of an organizational chart that had Raymond at the top holding what looks like the crossed handles used by
puppeteers to control the puppets below them. The drawing t the reality of Raymond as the behind-the-curtains
operative who controlled various high-powered inter-agency task forces.
Earlier declassi ed documents revealed that Raymond also was the conduit between CIA Director William J. Casey and
these so-called “pro-democracy” programs that used sophisticated propaganda strategies to in uence not only the
thinking of foreign populations but the American people, too.
This history is relevant again now amid the hysteria over alleged Russian “meddling” in last year’s U.S. presidential
elections. If those allegations are true – and the U.S. government has still not presented any real proof – the Russian
motive would have been, in part, payback for Washington’s long history of playing games with the internal politics of
Russia and other countries all across the planet.
A Fight for Money
The newly released memos describe bureaucratic discussions about funding levels for The Asia Foundation (TAF), with
the only sensitive topic, to justify the “secret” stamp, being the reference to the U.S. government’s intent to exploit
TAF’s programs for “political action” operations inside Asian countries.

Then-Vice President George H.W. Bush with CIA Director William Casey at the White House on Feb. 11, 1981. (Photo
credit: Reagan Library)
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Indeed, the opportunity for “political action” under TAF’s cover appeared to be the reason why Reagan’s budget cutters
relented and agreed to restore funding to the foundation.
William Schneider Jr. of the O ce of Management and Budget wrote in a Sept. 2, 1982 memo that the Budget Review
Board (BRB) had axed TAF funding earlier in the year.
“When the BRB last considered this issue on March 29, 1982, it decided not to include funding in the budget for a U.S.
Government grant to TAF. The Board’s decision was based on the judgement that given the limited resources available
for international a airs programs, funding for the Foundation could not be justi ed. During that March 29 meeting,
the State Department was given the opportunity to fund TAF within its existing budget, but would not agree to do so.”
However, as Schneider noted in the memo to Deputy National Security Advisor Robert McFarlane, “I now understand
that a proposal to continue U.S. funding for the Asia Foundation is included in the ‘political action’ initiatives being
developed by the State Department and several other agencies.
“We will, of course, work with you to reconsider the relative priority of support for the Foundation as part of these
initiatives keeping in mind, however, the need for identifying budget o sets.”
A prime mover behind this change of heart appeared to be Walter Raymond, who surely knew TAF’s earlier status as a
CIA “proprietary.” In 1966, Ramparts magazine exposed that relationship and led the Johnson administration to
terminate the CIA’s money.
According to an April 12, 1967 memo from the State Department’s historical archives, CIA Director Richard Helms,
responding to a White House recommendation, “ordered that covert funding of The Asia Foundation (TAF) shall be
terminated at the earliest practicable opportunity.”
In coordination with the CIA’s “disassociation,” TAF’s board released what the memo described as “a carefully limited
statement of admission of past CIA support. In so doing the Trustees sought to delimit the e ects of an anticipated
exposure of Agency support by the American press and, if their statement or some future expose does not seriously
impair TAF’s acceptability in Asia, to continue operating in Asia with overt private and o cial support.”
The CIA memo envisioned future funding from “overt U.S. Government grants” and requested guidance from the
White House’s covert action oversight panel, the 303 Committee, for designation of someone “to whom TAF
management should look for future guidance and direction with respect to United States Government interests.”
In 1982, with TAF’s funding again in jeopardy, the CIA’s Walter Raymond rallied to its defense from his NSC post. In an
undated memo to McFarlane, Raymond recalled that “the Department of State underscored that TAF had made
signi cant contributions to U.S. foreign policies through fostering democratic institutions and, as a private
organization, had accomplished things which a government organization cannot do.” [Emphasis in original]
Raymond’s bureaucratic intervention worked. By late 1982, the Reagan administration had arranged for TAF’s scal
1984 funding to go through the U.S. Information Agency (USIA) budget, which was being used to nance a range of
President Reagan’s “democracy initiatives.” Raymond spelled out the arrangements in a Dec. 15, 1982 memo to
National Security Advisor William Clark.
“The issue has been somewhat beclouded in the working levels at State since we have opted to fund all FY 84
democracy initiatives via the USIA budgetary submission,” Raymond wrote. “At the same time, it is essential State
maintain its operational and management role with TAF.”
Over the ensuing three and half decades, TAF has continued to be subsidized by U.S. and allied governments.
According to its annual report for the year ending Sept. 30, 2016, TAF said it “is funded by an annual appropriation
from the U.S. Congress, competitively bid awards from governmental and multilateral development agencies,
including the U.S. Agency for International Development, Australian Department of Foreign A airs and Trade, United
Kingdom’s Department for International Development and by private foundations and corporations,” a sum totaling
$94.5 million.
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TAF, which operates in 18 Asian countries, describes its purpose as “improving lives across a dynamic and developing
Asia.” TAF’s press o ce had no immediate comment regarding the newly released Reagan-era documents.
Far From Alone
But TAF was far from alone as a private organization that functioned with U.S. government money and collaborated
with U.S. o cials in achieving Washington’s foreign policy goals.

Carl Gershman, president of the National Endowment for Democracy.
For instance, other documents from the Reagan library revealed that Freedom House, a prominent human rights
organization, sought advice and direction from Casey and Raymond while advertising the group’s need for nancial
help.
In an Aug. 9, 1982 letter to Raymond, Freedom House executive director Leonard R. Sussman wrote that “Leo Cherne
[another senior Freedom House o cial] has asked me to send these copies of Freedom Appeals. He has probably told
you we have had to cut back this project to meet nancial realities. We would, of course, want to expand the project
once again when, as and if the funds become available.”
According to the documents, Freedom House remained near the top of Casey’s and Raymond’s thinking when it came
to the most e ective ways to deliver the CIA’s hardline foreign policy message to the American people and to the
international community.
On Nov. 4, 1982, Raymond wrote to NSC Advisor Clark about the “Democracy Initiative and Information Programs,”
stating that “Bill Casey asked me to pass on the following thought concerning your meeting with [right-wing billionaire]
Dick Scaife, Dave Abshire [then a member of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board], and Co.
“Casey had lunch with them today and discussed the need to get moving in the general area of supporting our friends
around the world. By this de nition he is including both ‘building democracy’ and helping invigorate international
media programs. The DCI [Casey] is also concerned about strengthening public information organizations in the
United States such as Freedom House.
“A critical piece of the puzzle is a serious e ort to raise private funds to generate momentum. Casey’s talk with Scaife
and Co. suggests they would be very willing to cooperate. Suggest that you note White House interest in private
support for the Democracy initiative.”
In a Jan. 25, 1983 memo, Raymond wrote, “We will move out immediately in our parallel e ort to generate private
support” for “public diplomacy” operations. Then, on May 20, 1983, Raymond recounted in another memo that
$400,000 had been raised from private donors brought to the White House Situation Room by USIA Director Charles
Wick. According to that memo, the money was divided among several organizations, including Freedom House
and Accuracy in Media, a right-wing media attack group.
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In an Aug. 9, 1983 memo, Raymond outlined plans to arrange private backing for that e ort. He said USIA Director
Wick “via [Australian publishing magnate Rupert] Murdock [sic], may be able to draw down added funds” to support
pro-Reagan initiatives. Raymond recommended “funding via Freedom House or some other structure that has
credibility in the political center.”
[For more on the Murdoch connection, see Consortiumnews.com’s “Rupert Murdoch: Propaganda Recruit.”]
Questions of Legality
Raymond remained a CIA o cer until April 1983 when he resigned so in his words “there would be no question
whatsoever of any contamination of this” propaganda operation to woo the American people into supporting Reagan’s
policies.

CIA seal in lobby of the spy agency’s headquarters. (U.S. government photo)
Raymond fretted, too, about the legality of Casey’s role in the e ort to in uence U.S. public opinion because of the
legal prohibition against the CIA in uencing U.S. policies and politics. Raymond con ded in one memo that it was
important “to get [Casey] out of the loop,” but Casey never backed o and Raymond continued to send progress
reports to his old boss well into 1986.
It was “the kind of thing which [Casey] had a broad catholic interest in,” Raymond said during his Iran-Contra
deposition in 1987. He then o ered the excuse that Casey undertook this apparently illegal interference in domestic
a airs “not so much in his CIA hat, but in his adviser to the president hat.”
In 1983, Casey and Raymond focused on creating a permanent funding mechanism to support private organizations
that would engage in propaganda and political action that the CIA had historically organized and paid for covertly. The
idea emerged for a congressionally funded entity that would be a conduit for this money.
But Casey recognized the need to hide the strings being pulled by the CIA. In one undated letter to then-White House
counselor Edwin Meese III, Casey urged creation of a “National Endowment,” but added: “Obviously we here [at CIA]
should not get out front in the development of such an organization, nor should we appear to be a sponsor or
advocate.”
A document in Raymond’s les o ered examples of what would be funded, including “Grenada — 50 K — To the only
organized opposition to the Marxist government of Maurice Bishop (The Seaman and Waterfront Workers Union). A
supplemental 50 K to support free TV activity outside Grenada” and “Nicaragua — $750 K to support an array of
independent trade union activity, agricultural cooperatives.”
The National Endowment for Democracy took shape in late 1983 as Congress decided to also set aside pots of money
— within NED — for the Republican and Democratic parties and for organized labor, creating enough bipartisan
largesse that passage was assured.
But some in Congress thought it was important to wall the NED o from any association with the CIA, so a provision
was included to bar the participation of any current or former CIA o cial, according to one congressional aide who
helped write the legislation.
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This aide told me that one night late in the 1983 session, as the bill was about to go to the House oor, the CIA’s
congressional liaison came pounding at the door to the o ce of Rep. Dante Fascell, a senior Democrat on the House
Foreign A airs Committee and a chief sponsor of the bill.
The frantic CIA o cial conveyed a single message from CIA Director Casey: the language barring the participation of
CIA personnel must be struck from the bill, the aide recalled, noting that Fascell consented to the demand, not fully
recognizing its signi cance.
The aide said Fascell also consented to the Reagan administration’s choice of Carl Gershman to head the National
Endowment for Democracy, again not recognizing how this decision would a ect the future of the new entity and
American foreign policy.
Gershman, who had followed the classic neoconservative path from youthful socialism to erce anticommunism,
became NED’s rst (and, to this day, only) president. Though NED is technically independent of U.S. foreign policy,
Gershman in the early years coordinated decisions on grants with Raymond at the NSC.
For instance, on Jan. 2, 1985, Raymond wrote to two NSC Asian experts that “Carl Gershman has called concerning a
possible grant to the Chinese Alliance for Democracy (CAD). I am concerned about the political dimension to this
request. We should not nd ourselves in a position where we have to respond to pressure, but this request poses a
real problem to Carl.”
Besides clearing aside political obstacles for Gershman, Raymond also urged NED to give money to Freedom House in
a June 21, 1985 letter obtained by Professor John Nichols of Pennsylvania State University.
What the documents at the Reagan library make clear is that Raymond and Casey stayed active shaping the decisions
of the new funding mechanism throughout its early years. (Casey died in 1987; Raymond died in 2003.)
Lots of Money
Since its founding, NED has ladled out hundreds of millions of dollars to NGOs all over the world, focusing on training
activists, building media outlets, and supporting civic organizations. In some geopolitical hotspots, NED may have
scores of projects running at once, such as in Ukraine before the 2014 coup that overthrew elected President Viktor
Yanukovych and touched o the New Cold War with Russia. Via such methods, NED helped achieve the “political
action” envisioned by Casey and Raymond.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, following his address to the UN General Assembly on Sept. 28, 2015. (UN Photo)
From the start, NED also became a major benefactor for Freedom House, beginning with a $200,000 grant in 1984 to
build “a network of democratic opinion-makers.” In NED’s rst four years, from 1984 and 1988, it lavished $2.6 million
on Freedom House, accounting for more than one-third of its total income, according to a study by the liberal Council
on Hemispheric A airs, which was entitled “Freedom House: Portrait of a Pass-Through.”
Over the ensuing decades, Freedom House has become almost an NED subsidiary, often joining NED in holding policy
conferences and issuing position papers, both organizations pushing primarily a neoconservative
agenda, challenging countries deemed insu ciently “free,” including Syria, Ukraine (before the 2014 coup) and Russia.
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NED and Freedom House often work as a kind of tag-team with NED nancing NGOs inside targeted countries and
Freedom House berating those governments if they try to crack down on U.S.-funded NGOs.
For instance, on Nov. 16, 2012, NED and Freedom House joined together to denounce a law passed by the Russian
parliament requiring Russian recipients of foreign political money to register with the government. Or, as NED and
Freedom House framed the issue: the Russian Duma sought to “restrict human rights and the activities of civil society
organizations and their ability to receive support from abroad. Changes to Russia’s NGO legislation will soon require
civil society organizations receiving foreign funds to choose between registering as ‘foreign agents’ or facing signi cant
nancial penalties and potential criminal charges.”
Of course, the United States has a nearly identical Foreign Agent Registration Act that likewise requires entities that
receive foreign funding and seek to in uence U.S. government policy to register with the Justice Department or face
possible nes or imprisonment.
But the Russian law would impede NED’s e orts to destabilize the Russian government through funding of political
activists, journalists and civic organizations, so it was denounced as an infringement of human rights and helped
justify Freedom House’s rating of Russia as “not free.”
The Russian government’s concerns were not entirely paranoid. On Sept. 26, 2013, Gershman, in e ect, charted the
course for the crisis in Ukraine and the greater neocon goal of regime change in Russia. In a Washington Post op-ed,
Gershman called Ukraine “the biggest prize” and explained how pulling it into the Western camp could contribute to
the ultimate defeat of Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“Ukraine’s choice to join Europe will accelerate the demise of the ideology of Russian imperialism that Putin
represents,” Gershman wrote. “Russians, too, face a choice, and Putin may nd himself on the losing end not just in
the near abroad but within Russia itself.”
The long history of the U.S. government interfering covertly or semi-covertly in the politics of countries all over the
world is the ironic backdrop to the current frenzy over Russia-gate and Russia’s alleged dissemination of emails that
undermined Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton’s campaign.
The allegations are denied by both Putin and WikiLeaks editor Julian Assange who published the Democratic emails –
and the U.S. government has presented no solid evidence to support the accusations of “Russian meddling” – but if
the charges are true, they could be seen as a case of turnabout as fair play.
Except in this case, U.S. o cials, who have meddled ceaselessly with their “political action” operations in countries all
over the world, don’t like even the chance that they could get a taste of their own medicine.

[Investigative reporter Robert Parry broke many of the Iran-Contra stories for The Associated Press and Newsweek in
the 1980s. You can buy his latest book, America’s Stolen Narrative, either in print here or as an e-book
(from Amazon and barnesandnoble.com).]
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GLOBAL FALSE WITNESS – TARGETING NICARAGUA
Tortilla con Sal
August 2, 2017

“Models attend Alexander Soros Foundation’s Global Witness ‘Unmasked’ Gala on July 7, 2012 in Bridgehampton, New
York.” Source: Getty Images [Further reading].
Global Witness is a well-established environmental and human rights non-governmental organization based in Britain.
As with many other similar organizations, its reports often gure in news media as authoritative sources on
international issues. Ever since the 1980s and, increasingly so, after the turn of the century, the status of NGOs as
trustworthy information sources on foreign a airs has become increasingly untenable as they have been more and
more co-opted by corporate interests and governments to promote the Western elites’ neocolonial global policy
agenda.
In the case of Nicaragua, in 2016 Global Witness produced a brief, awed and unreliable account of land con icts in
Nicaragua’s Northern Caribbean Autonomous Region in a report called “On Dangerous Ground”. In June 2017, they
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produced a report called “Defenders of the Earth”, with a section on Nicaragua even more poorly researched and false
than the previous one.Three main reasons stand out to dismiss the latest Global Witness report on Nicaragua as
unreliable and in bad faith.
Firstly, the report itself is clearly biased and awed, from even a cursory analysis of its references and their sources by
anyone familiar with Nicaragua. Secondly, the organization’s human and material resources all come from a very
narrow managerial class and corporate funding base, overwhelmingly advocating the foreign policy positions of the
United States government and its allies. Thirdly, the history of Global Witness clearly indicates its categorical bias in
favor of NATO country governments’ policy positions in the countries that gure in its reports and too its systemic
defense of the very corporate capitalism whose destructive e ects Global Witness super cially and selectively
criticizes.
Global Witness sources on Nicaragua
Before looking at the text of the false Global Witness attack on Nicaragua, it is worth looking at the sources they
identify in their footnotes, of which there are 23, composed of a total of 44 references. For anyone familiar with
Nicaraguan politics and society since the war of the 1980s many of the sources are wearily familiar and readily
identi able as anti-Sandinista, for example, the virulently anti-Sandinista La Prensa newspaper. Some of the
references are duplicates and some disguise the fact that while apparently distinct, ultimately the information they
provide comes from one single source. (Here’s a link to the relevant spreadsheet for anyone interested in a more
detailed analysis.)
Of the 44 references, some of which are duplicates, not one represents the view of the Nicaraguan authorities or
others criticized in the report or any source sympathetic to them. 16 references are to sources inside Nicaragua
politically opposed to the Nicaragua’s Sandinista government. 25 of the sources are external to Nicaragua but with a
long record identifying them as ideologically opposed to the Sandinista government. Of those 25 sources, one might
argue that the Washington-based Interamerican Commission for Human Rights or the EFE Spanish language news
agency are impartial, but their record is indisputably biased against Nicaragua’s Sandinista authorities.
For all but imperialist ideologues, the Paris based International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) has been
discredited in particular, most recently, by its agrant partisan bias in favor of NATO country government policies
attacking the populations of Libya and Syria. One source, a reference to the law authorizing Nicaragua’s Canal, is
completely neutral. Only one media source, El Nuevo Diario, is generally independent. Two references are to sources
within the Western environmental scienti c lobby, which has its own set of highly questionable biases, prejudices and
neocolonial hypocrisy.
“Methodology”
As if by way of justifying this desperately unfair selection of sources, Global Witness also o er an account of what they
call their “methodology”. They aver, “We have recorded data about the cases using the HURIDOCS Event Standard
Formats and Micro-Thesauri, an approach which is widely used to manage and analyse material of this nature.”
That Global Witness claim is demonstrably untrue. Whatever their aspirations they certainly did not use the
HURIDOCS approach.
HURIDOCS (Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems, International) is a European NGO established in
1982 to facilitate networking between human rights organizations around the world. HURIDOCS says its ?speci c role
in this capacity-building process lies in improving access to and the dissemination of human rights information
through more e ective, appropriate and compatible methods and techniques of information handling. HURIDOCS
recognises that we live in an age of tremendous advances in information and communication technologies. There is
the need to master these technologies to aid us in our human rights work. At the same time, we must be conscious of
the fact that the technologies to be applied should be appropriate and responsive to the main focus of the mandates
of human rights organisation”
HURIDOCS exposition of their approach includes the following de nitions:
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“Fact- nding is the process of identifying the violations in one event, and establishing the facts relevant to these
violations. Fact- nding and investigation are terms that are used interchangeably.

Documentation is the process of systematically recording the results of an investigation or fact- nding in relation to an
event or number of events. Fact- nding and documentation are organically related and should not be viewed as
separate processes.
Monitoring is closely observing a given situation in society over a long period of time to see whether human rights
standards are met. To carry out monitoring, investigation and documentation of a large and/or representative number
of events are conducted.”
Global Witness are not in compliance with the HURIDOCS approach because their practice in their reporting on
Nicaragua demonstrably violates all of these de nitions.
Their fact- nding or investigation is so heavily biased as to make it impossible for them to establish the facts.
Consequently, thanks to this gross fact nding bias, their documentation is partial, often inaccurate and categorically
incomplete. Nor do they show any sign of having done due diligence in monitoring consistently over time via ”
investigation and documentation of a large and/or representative number of events” or the context of those events in
Nicaragua.
Other theoretical considerations

Apart from these chronic procedural failures, other theoretical considerations cry out for clari cation.
Global Witness say, “This report is based on research on killings and enforced disappearances of land and
environmental defenders, who we de ne as people who take peaceful action to protect land or environmental rights”.
But in a bitter property dispute between competing communities, clarifying who is defending whose rights becomes a
fundamentally important question. Certainly in Nicaragua’s northern Caribbean Coast, unscrupulous Miskito
community leaders are themselves involved in provoking these property disputes by illegally selling land to rural
families migrating in search of a better life. Miskito gangs have attacked and murdered many such people, a factor not
even mentioned by Global Witness. They completely evade the issue of identifying in a responsible, proportionate way
whose rights are being violated.
Similarly, Global Witness state, “cases were identi ed by searching and reviewing reliable sources of publicly online
information”. But Global Witness obviously used heavily politicized criteria for deciding what is a reliable source,
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because not one single reference in their report on Nicaragua gives the Nicaraguan authorities’ side of the story and
only one reference can fairly be described as ideologically independent. That renders completely incredible the phony
Global Witness claim to systematic research.
They claim their investigation is systematic because “We set up search engine alerts using keywords and conducted
other searches online to identify relevant cases across the world.” However, in the case of a small country like
Nicaragua, a genuinely systematic search can readily be done covering a much wider range of sources than those
accessed by Global Witness without recourse to modish, geeky “search engine alerts”. The poverty of sources evident
in the report’s footnotes make Global Witness’s procedure look ridiculous.
Global Witness claim they “verify” the results of their investigation because “Where possible, we checked with incountry or regional partners to gather further information”. But they only cross-checked with ideologically and
politically biased organizations, apparently using the same highly questionable, politically compromised sources they
cite in their report.
Karl Popper, philosophical darling of the Open Society ideology embraced by Global Witness, explained over 50 years
ago in “Conjectures and Refutations” that veri cation is essentially authoritarian. He argued that a truly scienti c
investigation requires conjecture and falsi cation, a search for errors rather than for justi cation.
If one goes along with Popper, it should surprise no one that Global Witness uses an essentially authoritarian
methodology. Self-evidently, their job is not to discover the facts or to impartially establish the truth via a hypotheticdeductive Popper-style process , but to project a manipulative version of events justifying ideologically loaded
interpretations favored by their corporate funders, an inherent bias understandably unacknowledged by Global
Witness.
Nor is it surprising to learn from their account of their methodology, “While we have made every e ort to identify and
investigate cases in line with the methodology and criteria, it is important to add that our research mostly relies on
public information and that we have not been able to conduct detailed national-level searches in all countries.”
That is not true either. Global Witness did not make “every e ort” to investigate cases in line with their alleged
methodology and criteria because they are agrantly out of compliance with the de nitions advanced by HURIDOCS.
A broader range of sources
Nor is is true that they were unable to conduct a detailed national-level search in the case of Nicaragua, because they
could easily have included references from sources that contradict much of the information in the Global Witness
report. The following is a brief sample of many other relevant sources, gleaned in a few hours searching on the
Internet :
Indigenous group splits from Miskito party in support of Sandinista government
Attacks by indigenous gangs on settlers, killing nine
Miskitos claim their own leaders illegally sold over 3000 acres of communal lands to outsiders
Historic lease agreement between Canal Authority and indigenous people along the canal route
Interview with HKND’s Bill Wild about the bene ts of the Interoceanic Canal
HKND’s Bill Wild on the Environmental and Social Impact Study
Environmentalist Kamilo Lara explains why he believes in Nicaragua’s Interoceanic Canal
Nicaragua’s Canal – the environmental and economic arguments
Public Consultation on Lake Nicaragua for the Interoceanic Canal project
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment of Nicaragua’s Interoceanic Canal – Conclusions and
Recommendations
Bishop accuses political opposition of manipulating canal protests
Canal protestors attack and injure six police o cers

Even this very limited sample of sources, put together from just a few hours searching on the Internet, gives a very
di erent picture to the one presented by Global Witness. So it is false of Global Witness to suggest they lack the
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resources to be able to stress test and falsify the version of events they have published in their report. Given the
tremendous resources and the numerous skilled, experienced, talented people working at Global Witness, only abject
intellectual dishonesty explains their failure to report faithfully on Nicaragua
Incoherent claims
Be that as it may, based on their cynically biased sources and their absurdly de cient methodology, Global Witness
proceed in their report to make the following claims:
* 11 defenders killed in 2016 – making Nicaragua the most dangerous country in the world per capita
But, as independent journalist John Perry and others have pointed out, none of those people killed can fairly be
described as having being killed for defending the environment. They were in property disputes and all of them were
killed either directly or indirectly in the course of those property con icts. This is true in particular of the case cited by
the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights (CIDH) , that of Bernicia Dixon Peralta, her husband Feliciano Benlis
Flores and their 11 year old son Feliciano Benlis Dixon. Perry mentions some of the context. More context of the
property disputes in the RAAN can be found here, here and here. Not a single person mentioned by Global Witness
died in Nicaragua for defending the environment in the way that someone like Berta Cáceres did. Even so Global
Witness have tended disingenuously to implicitly compare the situation in Nicaragua with that in Honduras, in
particular with Berta’s murder.
The bad faith with which they do so is clear from the second claim in their report on Nicaragua:
* 10 of those murdered were indigenous people, with most killed in con icts with settler communities over land.
Meanwhile rural ‘campesino’ defenders faced threats, harassment and attacks, including for opposing the
construction of an inter-oceanic canal.
Global Witness fails to make clear that groups from the indigenous Miskito people, whom Global Witness inaccurately
portray as defenseless environmental defenders, are themselves guilty of murderous attacks against migrants settling
land which in many cases the migrants apparently believed they had bought legitimately. Furthermore, the Global
Witness report deliberately and falsely confuses the very speci c situation of these property con icts in Nicaragua’s
northern Caribbean Coast with protests over the possible displacement of communities along the still to be exactly
de ned route of the proposed Inter-oceanic Canal 300 kilometers to the south. Global Witness unscrupulously frame
their distorted version of events in the two regions to give the impression that in both cases the Nicaraguan
authorities may in some way be directly or indirectly responsible for the violence.
In fact, even the New York Times has acknowledged in their otherwise generally hostile anti-Sandinista reporting that
the Nicaraguan authorities do what they can with limited resources to protect the rights of indigenous peoples in the
Northern Carribean Autonomous Region.
The situation along the route of the Canal is very di erent from that in the RAAN. Protests against the Canal are
exploited by Nicaragua’s political opposition and groups participating in the protest demonstrations have damaged
property and attacked police o cers. In relation to this situation, completely separate from the property disputes
more than 300km to the north, Global Witness claims:
* Activists were increasingly criminalized: foreign environmentalists were expelled, community leaders arrested and
legislation passed restricting freedoms of speech and association.
However in the very next paragraph, the report quotes anti-Canal activist Francisca Ramirez saying, ““We have carried
out 87 marches, demanding that they respect our rights and we have had no response. The only response we have
had is the bullet.”
Thus, the Global Witness allegation that rights to freedom of association are restricted is immediately contradicted by
Francisca Ramirez declaring her group has organized over 80 public demonstrations to express their views.
Similarly, Ramirez claims “The only response we have had is the bullet.” But, in the next paragraph, we learn “a
member of her community lost an eye and another was shot in the stomach”.
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Thus, after 87 demonstrations, some of which supposedly involved many thousands of participants and in which “The
only response we have had is the bullet”, Ramirez cites precisely two people su ering serious injury and only one of
them with a gunshot wound. Ramirez omits that the protesters on the marches she organizes go armed with
machetes and home-made mortars. They block highways, intimidate ordinary people going about their business,
damage property and attack police o cers.
In no Western country would that be tolerated without, to put it mildly, a robust response from the police and security
forces. Even so, Global Witness promote Francisca Ramirez’s account as if she and her movement were non-political
and non-violent, which they are not. But Global Witness excludes those facts.
Likewise, as John Perry has pointed out, the foreign environmentalists expelled from Nicaragua were involved in a
suspicious incident involving a small explosion. Again, a reasonable question to Global Witness is why they excluded
this highly relevant information given that in Britain or the United States any foreigner, especially any non-white
foreigner, involved in such a suspicious incident would face prosecution and a potential jail term under those
countries wide-ranging anti-terrorist laws.
Inaccuracies and falsehoods
Mixed in with these disingenuous, incoherent claims, Global Witness also allege, presumably as supporting context,
that the proposed Canal “would force up to 120,000 indigenous people from their land”. This outrageous falsehood is
sourced from the pro-NATO, right-wing dominated European Parliament, but is categorically contradicted by the
relevant multi-million dollar Environmental and Social Impact report by the extremely prestigious ERM company based
in the UK. The falsity of that claim is further con rmed by the Canal concessionary HKND company’s representative Bill
Wild who argues that the route of the Canal has been altered to take local concerns into account in such a way that
fewer than thirty indigenous families will be directly a ected.
Overall, ERM reckons that up to 7210 families or around 30,000 people are likely to be displaced along the whole route
of the Canal, over 270 kilometres. The scandalously untrue gure quoted by Global Witness is propaganda from
Nicaragua’s political opposition who are exploiting Ramirez’s quasi-celebrity status among Western environmentalists
to amplify overseas the marginal support for their unpopular position against the Canal in Nicaragua. That fact is
re ected in the incoherence of the arguments set out by Ramirez and her backers in Nicaragua’s political opposition.
If 120,000 people were really going to be displaced by the proposed Canal then the gure of 30,000 protestors from
around the country the same political opposition regularly quote to describe national opposition to the Canal just
does not add up. Quoting that same opposition gure, Global Witness state, “Francisca has rallied campesino groups
from around the country who will be adversely a ected by the canal to call for a meaningful say in its development. In
June 2015, 30,000 people gathered for an anti-canal protest – Francisca organized 40 trucks so her community could
attend.”
In Nicaragua, the cost of hiring a truck or a bus to carry 60 people or a similar amount of material goods on a round
trip of 100km is around US$120, while a round trip of 300km costs about US$175. So hiring 40 diesel-guzzling trucks
and buses with their drivers will have cost a minimum of US$4000. But Ramirez is an impoverished mother of ve
from a similarly impoverished community. Even if only one quarter of the more than 80 protests Ramirez says she has
helped organized involved similar costs, the total amount involved runs into tens of thousands of dollars just for
Ramirez’s community. Whatever the exact nancial accounting, Ramirez is clearly supported by a great deal more than
her own resources and those of her community.
Even so, Global Witness completely evade the obvious conclusion to be drawn from that incoherence implicit in their
report. Namely, that Francisca Ramirez, far from being a simple altruistic community organizer defending her home is
in fact a savvy political opposition activist promoting an inaccurate image of herself as well as concealing her real
political agenda. Ramirez alleges that she and her family have been attacked and harassed. Supposing those
accusations are true, no convincing evidence points to involvement of the government or the security forces and
certainly not the HKND company in charge of planning and building the Canal. That contrasts with the situation of
activists in Honduras or Guatemala who can in most cases o er reliable details with corroboration from witnesses to
identify their assailants.
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The press report cited by Global Witness contains no credible evidence from Ramirez except her say so, no
corroborating evidence, no witnesses. Likewise the report’s reference to Frontline Defenders’ advocacy for
Ramirez links to a summary pro le including the false opposition propaganda, repeated by Global Witness, that the
proposed inter-oceanic Canal has been imposed without consultation. But in fact preliminary consultations took place
in July 2014 and subsequently a continuing consultative process has developed both before and after the publication
of ERM’s Environmental and Social Impact Study, which recommended improvements to the consultation process
which both HKND and the government accepted.
The Study did also criticize the handling of the expropriation issue and recommended that international standards be
applied to any expropriation of land (reckoned to total 1359km2 of dry land out of Nicaragua’s total area of
139,375km2) that may eventually be decided. Those ERM recommendations were accepted by the government and
HKND, and the subsequent consultative process has led to several important changes in the precise route of the Canal
and to more detailed environmental studies which have been one reason for the delay in the Canal’s construction.
Frontline Defenders’ advocacy of Ramirez, cited by Global Witness, is based on her own account of events with no
apparent attempt at corroboration despite the role of Ramirez as a front person for an anti-government campaign
openly supported and facilitated by Nicaragua’s political opposition. In the course of framing their benign, heroic
account of Francisca Ramirez, Global Witness present an account of the Canal’s origins and procedural progress which
repeats virtually word for word the extremely hostile and systematically disingenuous interpretation of Nicaragua’s
political opposition.
Garbage in – Garbage out
Winding up their version of the falsehoods, disinformation and propaganda copied from Nicaragua’s political
opposition, Global Witness assert, “Resistance to the canal takes place against a terrifying backdrop of multiple
murders in indigenous communities elsewhere in the country which have stood up against the arrival of agricultural
settlers and demanded the government guarantee their land rights. Even requests by the Inter-American human
rights system haven’t spurred the government into protecting community activists from being disappeared, mutilated
and murdered.”
But, as is clear from reviewing a wider selection of sources of information in relation to the complicated land situation
in Nicaragua’s northern Caribbean Coast, indigenous people themselves are responsible for murderous violence and
their own leaders are implicated in corrupt land dealings. It is simply untrue to label the murders as being generically
the result of attacks on community activists in the sense in which that term is commonly understood. The general
consensus is that the Nicaraguan government has done more than any government in the region, with the possible
exception of Venezuela, to protect indigenous people’s land rights with almost a third of the national territory
designated as indigenous peoples’ communal land. Global Witness’s allegations on that score are demonstrably
inaccurate and grossly unfair.
Similarly, the suggestion that the Canal protest movement is vulnerable to the kind of murderous violence prevalent in
Nicaragua’s Northern Caribbean Autonomous Region is egregiously false. The protesters themselves have used
violence and intimidation against the general population to carry out their protest actions, so far, thankfully, with no
fatalities.
In summary, the Global Witness report in its section on Nicaragua uses politically and ideologically prejudiced sources
which could readily have been supplemented with sources o ering a contradictory account. The sources used
themselves do not always corroborate the claims made in the report. Apart from the ideological bias, various
substantive inaccuracies render the report extremely unreliable. The report’s conclusions are awed because its initial
premises are false – Garbage In, Garbage Out.
It remains true that there are serious property con icts in Nicaragua’s Northern Caribbean Autonomous Region which
the government is attempting to address despite a lack of administrative, judicial and security resources, against an
intricate social, economic and political context and also the constantly changing opportunistic interaction of corrupt
business interests with local indigenous peoples’ leaders, and unscrupulous local o cials.
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In the case of Nicaragua’s proposed Interoceanic Canal, it is true various issues, including the issue of expropriation,
have to be clari ed. Protestors claim they want dialog, but Francisca Ramirez sets the precondition that the Canal be
scrapped.
The Canal’s critics never acknowledge that Nicaragua is already su ering chronic environmental degradation. The
government and many environmentalists argue that the Canal will provide Nicaragua with the resources it needs to
reforest deforested areas, better manage its water resources and reverse the current deterioration in Lake Nicaragua,
while at the same time helping to reduce poverty.
Foreign and national environmentalists o er no viable proposals to enable Nicaragua to reverse the socio-economic
and climate processes already driving accelerating environmental degradation in the country.
Protestors against the Canal exaggerate the number of people likely to be displaced by its construction and often
dishonestly claim people a ected by displacement will not be compensated. Meanwhile, they themselves are among
those responsible for the environmental degradation that will de nitely get progressively worse without the resources
the Canal is projected to provide.
Corporate funders and the elite NGO revolving door

Featured photo in the Washington Life Magazine (“The insider’s guide to power. philanthropy and society since 1991”)
by Tony Powell. Global Witness CEO Gillian Caldwell (far right) sits beside Manana Freyre. Freyre is the 20th General
Counsel and Senior Vice President of the Export-Import Bank of the United States. [Source] Berim Fellows Program.
Hendi Residence. November 21, 2014.
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Manana Freyre, Gillian Caldwell. Photo by Tony Powell. Berim Fellows Program. Hendi Residence. November 21, 2014.
“WASHINGTON LIFE is the premier luxury-lifestyle magazine in the National Capital Region, published since 1991 by
well-connected life-long Washingtonians who have exceptional insight into the community. Through our established
social networks, loyal readership base and long standing relationships, WASHINGTON LIFE o ers its advertisers a
unique way to target discerning consumers.”
Few plausible explanations except intellectual dishonesty o er themselves for the desperate failure of Global Witness,
rstly to adequately research the issues involved or, secondly, supposing they in fact did so, to acknowledge the
complexity of the issues they examine. Global Witness frankly explain in their nancial statement for 2016, they had
income of over US$13 million. So they do not lack resources. Similarly, their Board, their Advisory Board and their CEO
are all very experienced, smart, talented people. So even if they depend on younger inexperienced sta to do the
research, their senior sta presumably review the product before publication. Lack of experience is not a reasonable
explanation for the report’s glib dishonesty and inaccuracy.
A review of Global Witness funders reveals that for 2016 the two biggest funders were the Open Society Foundation of
George Soros associated with the numerous so called color revolutions in support of NATO country government
foreign policy objectives and the Omidyar Network of Pierre Omidyar whose links with US intelligence contractor Booz
Allen Hamilton are well known. Less well known is Omidyar’s support for NGOs that fomented the successful right
wing coup in Ukraine. The complete list of Global Witness funders is available in the nancial statement for 2016 on
their web site. That document reports that in 2016 Global Witness received US$3.4 million from the George Soros
Open Society Foundation, US$1.5 million from Pierre Omidyar’s Omidyar Network, US$840,000 from the Ford
Foundation and over US$3 million from various European NATO governments plus Sweden.
All of these funding sources are unrelenting ideological opponents of Nicaragua’s Sandinista government. A broad
pro-NATO bias is very clear in the composition of the Global Witness Board and Advisory Board and CEO. Their pro les
make clear they are almost all luminaries from the Western elite neocolonial non governmental sector, while many
have a strong corporate business background as well. Just as there is a revolving door between government and
corporate business and nance in North America and Europe, so too there is also a revolving door within that region’s
elite NGO sector, a sector very clearly serving NATO country foreign policy goals.
Cory Morningstar has exposed the pro-NATO global political agenda of organizations like US based organizations
like Avaaz and Purpose. In the case of Global Witness, their Board member Jessie Tolka is also a board member of
Purpose and too of 350.org: Current Global Witness CEO Gillian Caldwell was also a very successful Campaigns
Director of Sky1, now merged into 350.0rg. Cory Morningstar argues, “the most vital purpose of the non-pro t
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industrial complex (NPIC) has not been to destroy the ecocidal economic system that enslaves us while perpetuating
and ensuring in nite wars. Rather, the key purpose of the NPIC is and has always been to protect this very system it
purports to oppose from being dismantled. Hence the trillions of dollars pumped into the NPIC by the establishment.”
Con rmation of Cory Morningstar’s argument can be found in the history of Global Witness itself. For example on
Libya, despite their super cial anti-corporate gloss, Global Witness relentlessly apply NATO country government
criteria here and here. Also on Ukraine, Global Witness project the same anti-corporate message while simultaneously
reinforcing NATO country government propaganda. Global Witness has also received US National Endowment for
Democracy grants in Cambodia and in Liberia.
Also, a decade ago, writers Keith Harmon Snow and Rick Hines questioned Global Witness’ corporate links in relation
to the “Blood Diamonds” controversy and the organization’s role in relation to De Beers and also Maurice
Templesman’s diamond companies. No doubt more thorough research would reveal information casting similar doubt
on Global Witness’s integrity and independence.
Conclusion
This latest Global Witness report in relation to Nicaragua is important because it is so readily falsi able. It thus
presents a clear litmus test : no news and information media can use the Global Witness report’s material in relation
to Nicaragua without compromising their credibility.
The bias and inaccuracies in the section on Nicaragua in the Global Witness 2017 report call into doubt the integrity of
the whole report. No news or information media interested in accuracy or honest reporting can conscientiously rely
on Global Witness as a source without thorough cross checking and systematically comparing, contrasting and
evaluating information from sources giving a di erent account of the events and issues in question.
Global Witness is neither independent nor trustworthy. It clearly has a strong but unacknowledged neocolonial
political agenda promoting the regional policy goals of NATO country governments, while, conversely, attacking
governments and other regional actors opposed to those goals.
NGOs like Global Witness, International Crisis Group, Human Rights Watch, Transparency International and so many
others, self-evidently fabricate psychological warfare inputs serving NATO country government policy, itself shaped by
the same corporate elites that fund the class of NGOS of which Global Witness is a part.
They operate as the soft, extramural arm of NATO country governments’ foreign policy psychological warfare
o ensives, targeting liberal and progressive audiences to ensure their acquiescence in overseas aggression and
intimidation against governments and movements targeted by NATO. To that end, they deceitfully exploit liberal and
progressive susceptibilities in relation to environmental, humanitarian and human rights issues.
Their psychological warfare role supporting the NATO government’s aggressive destabilization of Ivory Coast, Libya
and Syria in 2011, of Ukraine in 2014, and the NATO country government’s low intensity war against Venezuela ever
since 2013, as well as the campaign against Cuba over ve decades, has been unmistakable.
More broadly their systemic ideological role is very obviously to protect and defend global corporate capitalism while
super cially and selectively questioning and criticizing some of its worst abuses. Cory Morningstar’s insight bears
repeating “the key purpose of the non-pro t industrial complex is and has always been to protect this very system it
purports to oppose”.
The coverage of Nicaragua in the latest 2017 Global Witness report is a text book example of that sinister fact.
KNOWLEDGE IS A WEAPON. ARM YOURSELF.



Facebook



Twitter



More

LIKE THIS:
Loading...

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

84/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

MAY 06
2017

4
Wrong Kind of Green
Amazon Watch, NED | National Endowment for Democracy, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), The International
Campaign to Destabilize Bolivia, The International Campaign to Destabilize Syria, The International Campaign to
Destabilize Venezuela, USAID, Whiteness & Aversive Racism
CONAIE In These Times IRI NACLA Naomi Klein NDI NED | National Endowment for Democracy Real News Network
ROAR TIPNIS UpsideDownWorld [USDW] USAID

SOFT COUPS IN LATIN AMERICA: HOW LEFT-LIBERAL ALTERNATIVE MEDIA & ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS HELP THE
US IN BOLIVIA & ECUADOR
Chicago ALBA Solidarity
October 9, 2015
by Stans eld Smith

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

85/106

8/17/2020

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/category/non-profit-industrial-complex-organizations/organizations/ned/

The US now engineers “regime change” not so much by using the military, in part because of their military quagmires
in the Middle East, in part because Obama has sought to give a new face and new credibility to the Empire after the
damage it su ered during Bush years. The US relies on soft coups: media campaigns and mass demonstrations
against “corruption,” for “human rights,” “democracy,” “freedom,” aimed at the target government. The US makes
skillful use of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to carry out its plans, which often appeal to cherished liberalleft values and sentiments. The leadership of these soft coups and color revolutions are made to seem just like us,
with our liberal Western values. Overlooked or concealed are the actual political and economic plans the leaders of
these movements will implement – rst defeat the dictatorship and then all else will later fall into place. As a result,
many people opposed to US military interventionism are taken in, many often willingly.
Progressive Latin American governments are one target for soft coups engineered by the US. The US seeks to
overthrow democratically elected presidents through media campaigns of lies and half-truths, inciting social
discontent, delegitimizing the government, provoking violence in the streets, economic disruptions and strikes.
For those opposed to all US intervention, particularly those of us living in the US, we are called upon to expose these
new methods of soft coup interference. The standard practice involves the role of USAID, National Endowment for
Democracy (NED), International Republican Institute (IRI), National Democratic Institute (NDI) in helping to nance
NGOs to do their dirty work. NGOs have become the humanitarian face of imperialist intervention.
Behind the rhetoric of “democracy promotion,” Washington aims to impose neoliberal regimes that open their
markets to the US without conditions and align themselves with US foreign policy. While these goals are known by the
leaders of the US backed “color revolutions,” they are not shared with, let alone accepted by their followers. When
these takeovers do succeed, citizens soon rebel against the new policies imposed on them, but it is too late to turn
back.
The US government has long sought to overthrow socialist Cuba and the anti-neoliberal and anti-imperialist ALBA
governments of Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia, and re-establish neocolonial governments. In the cases of President
Correa of Ecuador and Evo Morales of Bolivia, this goes back to before their rst runs for presidency. Green Left
Weekly ran a series of articles on continuous US e orts to get rid of Correa, even before he came into o ce.[1] No
serious article on the con icts in Correa’s Ecuador can omit the ten year US e ort inside Ecuador to get rid of Correa.
Any serious analysis of what is happening in a Third World country, whether a progressive one or not, must start with
the role Western imperialism has played. Otherwise, the analysis does not clarify the causes of the problems, but just
indirectly gives cover to US imperialism.
The work of Eva Golinger (until recently*) and Federico Fuentes of Green Left Weekly, are models of progressive
intellectuals, defending the peoples and countries of Latin America. They have exposed the role of USAID and NED in
corrupting particular indigenous groups in Bolivia and Ecuador: during Bolivia’s TIPNIS protests, with Pachakutik,
Conaie and the Yasunidos in Ecuador. They have exposed the role of the US nanced environmental NGOs in these
countries, such as Fundacion Pachamama, Accion Ecologica, Amazon Watch. [* She now seems to have more in
common with the liberal-left alternative media criticized
below. https://chicagoalbasolidarity.wordpress.com/2017/08/19/correcting-eva-golinger-on-venezuela/]
This does not mean some indigenous and environmental groups have legitimate concerns. The problem occurs when
the US funds leaders of groups to manipulate their members in order to exacerbate the problem. In the 1980s, the US
used the Miskito Indian groups in Nicaragua to foment armed con ict with the Sandinistas. This does not mean the
Miskitos did not have legitimate grievances, they had, but these were manipulated by the US to further its goal of
overthrowing the Sandinistas. Likewise, indigenous peoples in Ecuador and Bolivia have legitimate concerns about
development projects in the TIPNIS or Yasuni, for instance, but are deliberately used by US agencies to foment
rebellion against their governments.
Using indigenous and environmental groups to attack their governments is a key part of the US government’s antiCorrea and anti-Evo Morales campaign. Unfortunately, consciously or not, this campaign is furthered in various
alternative media centers, and can be seen in UpsideDownWorld, NACLA, In These Times, ROAR, CommonDreams,
Jacobin, WagingNonViolence, Alternet, MintPressNews, even Naomi Klein, and recently Real News Network.
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Too often, when liberal-left alternative media [2] address Latin America, we nd articles legitimizing the views of these
same US in uenced environmental NGOs and related indigenous groups. This media has to some extent become a
transmission belt for US propaganda, as knowing or unknowing participants in soft coup operations against these
countries.
We nd these alternative media outlets voicing and even being mouthpieces for US connected indigenous
organizations and environmental NGOs, defending their protests against Evo Morales and Rafael Correa. For instance,
Upside Down World has criticized Evo over TIPNIS, discounted the 2010 coup against Correa as not being a coup (the
same line as the US government), defended the rightwing protests against Correa, and objected to the closing of US
backed NGOs.
Covering up US Interference in Bolivia
In NACLA Emily Achtenberg wrote over ten articles on the Bolivian TIPNIS highway con ict and barely mentioned the
close coordination of the protest leaders with the US Embassy. This is not simply an oversight, it is a cover-up.
“It’s not the rst time that Morales has accused protest movements—including the TIPNIS marchers—of links to
outside forces (such as the U.S. Embassy and right-wing opposition groups) who are seeking to destabilize his
government. Protest leaders view these allegations largely as a tactic to undermine their credibility and mobilize
support for the government.”[3]
Achtenberg avoids presenting the evidence of US government interference, and instead points the nger at Evo
Morales.
She goes further in another article:
“A few telephone calls [between the US Embassy in Bolivia and the protest leaders] hardly prove a
conspiracy, and many familiar with WikiLeaks cables accept that Embassy personnel routinely maintain
contact with diverse social sectors. Serious concerns have been raised about the government’s potential
violation of privacy laws in obtaining telephone records without a court order” [4]
Exposing the US role in the march takes a back seat to repeating US concerns over the Bolivian government’s alleged
violations of privacy laws.
Ben Dangl follows Achtenberg in similar apologetics for the US role in the TIPNIS protests in his article in Upside Down
World, “The Politics of Pachamama: Natural Resource Extraction vs. Indigenous Rights and the Environment in Latin
America.” [5]
Contrast this with an article by Nil Nikandrov defending Bolivian sovereignty:
“According to journalist and author Eva Golinger, USAID poured at least $85 million into destabilizing the
regime in the country. Initially, the US hoped to achieve the desired result by entraining the separatists
from the predominantly white Santa Cruz district. When the plan collapsed, USAID switched to courting the
Indian communities with which the ecology-oriented NGOs started to get in touch a few years before.
Disorienting accounts were fed to the Indians that the construction of an expressway across their region
would leave the communities landless, and the Indian protest marches to the capital that followed ate away
at the public standing of Morales. It transpired shortly that many of the marches including those staged by
the TIPNIS group, had been coordinated by the US embassy. The job was done by embassy o cial Eliseo
Abelo, a USAID curator for the Bolivian indigenous population. His phone conversations with the march
leaders were intercepted by the Bolivian counter-espionage agency and made public, so that he had to
escape from the country while the US diplomatic envoy to Bolivia complained about the phone tapping.” [6]
Federico Fuentes noted USAID funding behind the TIPNIS protests:
“The Confederation of Indigenous Peoples of the Bolivian East (CIDOB), the main organisation behind the
march, has no such qualms [about its connection to the US]. It boasted on its website that it received
training programs from the US government aid agency USAID. On the site, CIDOB president Adolfo Chavez,
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thanks the “information and training acquired via di erent programs nanced by external collaborators, in
this case USAID”.
He brought to light what Achtenberg and Dangl seek to conceal:
“neither of the Internet statements [an anti-Evo Morales Avaaz petition and September 21, 2011 letter to
Morales signed by over 60 environmental groups] mentions the protesters’ support for the Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) program. REDD is a grossly antienvironmental United Nations program that aims to privatise forests by converting them into “carbon
o sets” that allow rich, developed countries to continue polluting.

Some of the biggest proponents of this measure can be found among the NGOs promoting the march.
Many of these have received direct funding from the US government, whose ambassador in Bolivia was
expelled in September 2008 for supporting a right-wing coup attempt against the elected Morales
government.

Rather than defend Bolivia’s sovereignty against US interference, the letter denounces the Bolivian
government for exposing connections between the protesters and “obscure interests”.

These “obscure interests” include the League for the Defense of the Environment (LIDEMA), which was set
up with US government funds….

Secret US diplomatic cables recently released by WikiLeaks and declassi ed US government les have
conclusively shown that USAID directly targets indigenous communities in a bid to win them away from
support for Morales and towards supporting US interests.” [7]
Western nanced NGOs, such as Avaaz, Amazon Watch and Democracy Center, serve to provide a “left” cover to the
global 1% campaign for “regime change” in Bolivia and Ecuador. They seek to demonize Evo Morales and Rafael
Correa, thereby undermining the opposition of progressive people’s in the West to their engineering a “soft coup” in
these countries.[8]
In 2011 Amazon Watch carried out an even more vociferous and dishonest propaganda campaign against Evo
Morales’ Bolivia, claiming to defend the TIPNIS and indigenous rights in Bolivia. Again, no mention is made of the US
role in the protests, nor that Evo’s government had a number of the police responsible for the unauthorized violence
of the protest marchers red, nor that Evo agreed to the protestors’ demands.[9]
Funders of Amazon Watch and Rainforest Action Network (RAN) include: Charles Stewart Mott Foundation (which
works with NED), Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund, The Overbrook Foundation, Moriah Fund (directors connected
with USAID and Bill Clinton’s administration), Rockefeller Brothers Fund, The David & Lucile Packard Foundation.[10]
In 2013, Pedro Nuni, one of the central leaders of these TIPNIS protests, defended by much Western alternative
media, announced he was joining a rightwing party.[11] This, this alternative media conveniently forgot to mention.
Passing knowledge of Latin American history informs us it is ludicrous to think the US does not play a role in coups
and protest movements against progressive governments. We ask how any writers and websites considering
themselves honest, would not bring these US connections to light.
US coups and attempted coups pose are as constant in Latin America today as they were decades ago: Chavez in
Venezuela (2002, 2003), Aristide in Haiti (2004), Evo Morales in Bolivia (2008), Zelaya in Honduras (2009), Correa in
Ecuador (2010), Lugo in Paraguay (2012), Maduro in Venezuela (2013, 2014), and a wave of coup attempts this past
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summer (2015) in Ecuador, Bolivia, Dilma Rousse in Brazil and Christina Fernandez in Argentina, Sanchez Ceren in El
Salvador. US coup-plotting remains a continuous constant threat to the sovereignty of the Latin American peoples.
Ecuador: Covering Up the US Role in the 2010 Coup and US In ltration of Indigenous and Environmental Groups
As in Evo’s Bolivia, a central ingredient of the US anti-Correa campaign involved using indigenous groups and
environmental NGOs to attack the Correa government, a campaign re ected in media outlets such as Upside Down
World, NACLA and NGOs like Amazon Watch.
In Ecuador, we can see these apologetics for the US Empire in reports on the September 30, 2010 coup attempt
against Rafael Correa. At the time, Upside Down World approvingly published CONAIE’s (Confederación de
Nacionalidades Indígenas del Ecuador) statement on the attempted police coup against Correa, which made no
mention of US involvement, and blamed President Correa for the political con ict that led to the coup.[12]
Marc Becker, a regular contributor on Ecuador for Upside Down World, posted a statement by, Pachakutik (the
political wing of CONAIE) delegate Lourdes Tiban of Ecuarunari, which he called “maybe Ecuador’s most radical
indigenous movement.” Tiban’s Ecuarunari statement, issued during the attempted coup, actually called for
overthrowing President Correa: “the only revolutionary alternative is to ght against supporters of the [Correa]
dictatorship.”
In contrast, Evo Golinger and Jean Guy Allard made clear the US role in the attempted coup against Correa. Allard
pointed out the US in ltration of the police, who led the coup, as well as the armed forces.[13]
Golinger exposed the USAID and NED connections with indigenous groups such as CONAIE and in particular
Pachakutik, which backed the coup:
“During the events of September 30 in Ecuador, one of the groups receiving USAID and NED nancing,
Pachakutik, sent out a press release backing the coup-plotting police and demanding the resignation of
President Correa, holding him responsible for what was taking place. The group even went so far as to
accuse him of a “dictatorial attitude.” Pachakutik entered into a political alliance with Lucio Gutiérrez in
2002 and its links with the former president are well known:” [14] [15]
Golinger also publicized the School of Americas graduate involved in the coup, the role of the high level CIA agent
Norman Bailey, and that of indigenous leader Lourdes Tiban’s ties with Norman Bailey, USAID/NED and the Ecuadoran
business class.[16]
Golinger showed that many Ecuadoran organizations, some linked to the indigenous movement and directed by
National Assembly member Lourdes Tiban, received funding from USAID and NED to destabilize the government of
President Rafael Correa. Tiban, of the Pachakutik Party, is part of the Indigenous Enterprise Corporation, an
organization that “actively” receives funding from USAID.
Yet even today Upside Down World remains a strong defender of these two USAID connected indigenous groups in
Ecuador, even after their participation in the violent right-wing protests against Correa in summer 2015.
Ecuador ‘s Closing Down of Fundacion Pachamama NGO
In 2014 NACLA and Upside Down World supported the campaign in defense of Fundacion Pachamama, a US funded
NGO in Ecuador. This NGO, involved in opposing oil drilling in the Yasuni National Park, had been shut down by the
Ecuador government.
In the Yasuni, the Correa government proposed opening a mere 200 hectares (the actual size to be a ected contested
by some) to oil drilling, within the million-hectare park. In comparison, Canada’s tar sands mining/strip-mining will
destroy 300,000 hectares of the Canadian Boreal Forest, 1500 times the size of the land to be a ected in the Yasuni.
Canada is now the world’s leading country in deforestation.
President Correa o ered to refrain from exploiting the oil reserves within the Yasuni in exchange for 50% of the value
of the reserves, or $3.6 billion. During the six-year history of the initiative, only $336 million had been pledged, and of
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that only $13.3 million had actually been delivered.
Cory Morningstar notes, “The fact of the matter is, if NGOs had campaigned for Yasuni …rather than working behind
the scenes with corporate interests and leading greenhouse gas emitting states … perhaps our situation today would
be far di erent. But of course, this is not why the non-pro t industrial complex exists.”[17]
USAID shut down its o ces in Ecuador in 2014, a year after it was expelled from Bolivia. Even mainstream newspapers
gave a more or less factual account:
“Correa in June [2013] was granted wide-ranging powers to intervene in the operations of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), which often receive funding from USAID. The decree also created a
screening process for international groups wanting to work in the country.

In early December [2013] the government shut down environmental NGO Fundación Pachamama after it
was alleged that the group disrupted public peace while protesting oil drilling in the Amazon
region. Pachamama was receiving funding from USAID.”[18]
Nevertheless, despite what is a question of Ecuador asserting its national sovereignty against foreign interference, an
international campaign against Correa was organized in response.[19] Of this Cory Morningstar wrote “It is essential to
note that none of the NGOs (over 100 at this point) participating in the Pachamama “solidarity” campaign disclose the
fact that the Pachamama Foundation is nanced by US interests.”
Signers of the international petition addressed to Correa by defenders of this USAID funded Foundation included
Ecuador’s Accion Ecologica and CEDENMA. In the US it included 350.org, Amazon Watch, Citizens Climate Lobby,
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Friends of the Earth US, Global Exchange, Move to Amend Coalition, Oakland Institute,
Pachamama Foundation, Rainforest Action Network, Greenpeace International, International Funders for Indigenous
Peoples, Indigenous Environmental Network, New Energy Economy, Womenrise for Global Peace.
We nd environmental NGOs operating in the US in a similar manner. For instance, the Hu ngton Post reported in
2014 that the Natural Resources Defense Council Action Fund, Environmental Defense Action Fund, and the League of
Conservation Voters actually donated tens of thousands of dollars to pro-Keystone XL pipeline politicians. It also
became known that Sierra Club secretly took $25 million from the fracking industry.[20]
Who Funded Fundacion Pachamana?
Morningstar explains: “Fundación Pachamama was set up in 1997 as the Pachamama Alliance (founded in 1995) “sister
organization,” situated in Ecuador. The Pachamama Alliance is a heavily funded U.S. NGO. Past donors include the
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. Revenue has increased from U.S. $1,911,036.00 in 2006 to U.S. $3,461,600.00 in
2011 (2011 form 990) with over $1 million focused exclusively on both Ecuador and Bolivia (grantmaking $706,626.00 /
program services $391,622.00) in 2011.”
Pachamama was not just a US nanced NGO, but served as a business:
“The Pachamama Alliance was created as a partnership with the Achuar to help organize and support a new
multi-million dollar tourism development for which Indigenous Peoples needed to be trained in western
commerce, the service industry, the English language and marketing. In essence, the Achuar were to be
carefully integrated with the modern world.

The exclusive tourism development was to be located in pristine Indigenous territory in Ecuador. The
Pachamama Foundation is also a partner of USAID-WCS (U.S. Agency for International Development –
Wildlife Conservation Society) whose interests lie in “the growing markets and opportunities derived from
environmental services including the REDD initiative (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation in Developing Countries)…” (2009).”[21]
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“Robin Fink is the Program Director at Fundación Pachamama (since November 2009) and Board
Member at the Runa Foundation (Fundación Runa) (May 2012 to present). [22] In her role at Pachamama
Alliance, Fink works closely with the Indigenous Achuar of the Ecuadorian Amazon. The associated Runa
Corporation president [Tyler Gage] said “… we also receive about $500,000 from USAID, from the US
government, the Andean Development bank, the German government, a couple other NGOs who were very
impressed by our model.” [23]
Wain Collen, Education Director of Fundación Pachamama, explained the function of these Western NGOs: ‘NGOs who
aim to help indigenous communities most often end up causing more problems than they solve, ‘Our advisors and
industry experts continue to remind us that above all, we need to run a successful business, regardless of how social it
is. Without a strong, successful business we can’t generate any bene ts for anyone.”[24]
“The Pachamama Alliance was created as a partnership with the Achuar to help organize and support a new
multi-million dollar tourism development for which Indigenous Peoples needed to be trained in western
commerce, the service industry, the English language and marketing. In essence, the Achuar were to be
carefully integrated with the modern world.”[25]
This US funding of Fundacion Pachamana was concealed in the campaign protesting Correa’s shutting it down. NACLA
and Upside Down World were participants, and one writer, Marc Becker, referred to the Fundacion as a “fair trade
group.” NACLA still refers to Fundacion Pachamama as an “environmental and human rights organization.”[26] This
was a deliberate misrepresentation to their US audience, and serves the interests of those seeking to smear Correa
and turn sentiment against the Citizens Revolution.
The USAID-environmental NGO connection in Ecuador was known years before the failed 2010 coup against Correa.
An institutional, academic research study, entitled Globalization, Philanthropy and Civil Society: Protecting Institutional
Logics Abroad had pointed out USAID and US corporate NGO funding of these Ecuadoran NGOs – before any actions
had been taken against them by the Ecuadoran government:
“Nature Conservancy’s Amazon Program, both based in Brazil; or CDES (the Centro para Desarrollo
Economico y Social) and Fundacion Pachamama, both Ecuadorian-based partner organizations of U.S.
NGOs…. They collaborate on a regular basis with U.S. organizations, however, and remain dependent on
funding from Northern sources- from the World Bank or Global Environment Facility, from US foundations,
from USAID, or from their American mother/partner NGO. US NGOs have also in uenced the development
of new organizations in the Amazon region by in uencing the agenda of USAID and large foundations such
as the Ford and Moore foundations, which have become some of the most important sources of nancing
for new NGOs and grassroots organizations in the Amazon.”[27]
Given the propaganda campaign directed at Presidents Rafael Correa and Evo Morales by US funded environmental
NGOs and some indigenous groupings, it is necessary to note, as Alvaro Linera did in his article on TIPNIS that these
NGOs operating in these countries are not non-governmental organizations, but foreign government organizations,
and that any government defending its national sovereignty needs to control them, or face the consequences of
further coup-plotting.
Accion Ecologica
Correa also shut down – temporarily– the US funded anti-Correa “environmental” NGO, Accion Ecologica. Even
journalist Naomi Klein joined this other anti-Correa campaign, calling the government’s decision to shut it down as
“something all too familiar: a state seemingly using its power to weaken dissent.”[28]
Painting the Summer 2015 Rightwing anti-Correa protests as Progressive, and the case of Manuela Picq
The Accion Ecologica website, like Amazon Watch and NACLA, presented a deliberately distorted account of the violent
right-wing protests in Ecuador in the summer of 2015, falsely blaming violence on the government.[29]
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NACLA and Upside Down World ran articles by Manuela Picq, the anti-Correa foreign journalist kicked out of the
country. NACLA’s front page had links to a Change.org petition about Manuela Lavinas Picq[30], the professor alleged
to be beaten up and arrested by Ecuadoran police during the August 13 Quito protests.
The petition said:
“We the undersigned demand that Manuela Lavinas Picq’s order for deportation from Ecuador be rescinded
immediately. Manuela Lavinas Picq was beaten and arrested in Quito on Thursday, August 13. Manuela
was participating in a legal, peaceful protest as a journalist. At the time of her arrest, she was in the
company of other journalists and photographers and was unarmed.”[31]
Signers included Amazon Watch.
Manuela Picq was a foreign journalist, married to a leader of the protests, Carlos Pérez, president of Ecuarunari,
organization of Lourdes Tiban, and was herself a participant in the protests. These were not peaceful protests, but
violently attacked the police in attempts to break through police lines to take over the presidential palace. Picq herself
actually denied she was mistreated by the police.[32]
The August protests were deliberately misrepresented in Upside Down World and similar left-liberal websites as being
progressive protests by indigenous groups.[33] In fact, they were violent protests in alliance with the Ecuadoran rightwing, part of ght against the proposed increase in inheritance tax on the rich. Concealed was the fact that CONAIE
leaders supported the June 2015 right wing protests against Correa’s proposed inheritance tax on the rich.
In an interview published on June 17, 2015 in the context of a right wing uprising against the inheritance taxes,
CONAIE’s president falsely claimed “this inheritance law a ects the majority of the Ecuadoran population, it is not true
that it is directed only at two percent of the population.” [34] CONAIE also opposed the law nationalizing water,
seeking to leave in place the 1990s law privatizing water.[35]
Amazon Watch’s falsi cations of the August 2015 protests surpassed what could be expected on the Wall Street
Journal’s editorial page with an article subtitled “While police massacre indigenous protesters and citizens, the
Government of Rafael Correa dances in the Presidential plaza”:
“The discourse it promoted for eight years at national and international levels, which favored its image as a
socialist government and defender of rights for indigenous peoples and Mother Nature, has proven to be a
sham.”

”All of the rights won by the indigenous nationalities have been repealed, just as the system of bilingual
intercultural education, indigenous health services, economic funds, and political organization.”

”During the March for Peoples Dignity on August 13, 2015, the Government prepared an impressive display
of security forces, police, and military. Violent confrontations with citizens ensued and resulted in
numerous people disappeared, imprisoned, tortured, and dead across the country.”[36]
This outright fabrication is belied by the actual reporter lm of the events.[37]
The Issue of Extractivism in Ecuador and Bolivia
Correa’s Ecuador and Evo’s Bolivia are both widely criticized by Western environmental and indigenous supporting
groups for practicing “extractivism,” the reliance on exporting natural resources (oil, gas, mining) as a tool for
development. We may search far and wide for a similar stream of criticisms of “extractivism” taking place in proimperialist governments of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Nigeria, Indonesia, Mexico, the Congo, or even Alberta. In these latter
countries, the wealth from the natural resources ends up as corporate pro ts or in Western banks. In contrast,
Ecuador and Bolivia have nationalized their national resources, and reversed the percent of the pro ts that go to the
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state vs foreign corporations, from 10-15% before to 85-90% now, and use this wealth to fund programs bene tting
the 99%. Is this the real reason they have become targets for the evils of “extractivism”?
The very term “extractivism” conceals the real crime: imperialist countries’ raping of the resources of the Third World
and the destruction it in icts on the environment and people living there. The 500 year Western pillaging of oppressed
nations’ natural resources using semi-slave labor conditions lies obscured. The real issue, deliberately unclari ed by
the term “extractivism” is: Who controls the natural resources of oppressed nations — the imperial powers or these
nations themselves? The fundamental class issue of the term “extractivism” is buried: who uses natural resources for
whose interests, who bene ts and who su ers. The term “extractivism” ignores that Bolivia and Ecuador have taken
control of their natural resources from imperialist corporations, and now use the wealth generated to improve the
lives of their peoples not the bottom lines of Western corporations.
While Latin America has moved in an anti-imperialist, anti-neoliberal direction, and the ALBA countries have
implemented social programs bene ting the historically disadvantaged, particularly the indigenous, many previous US
supporters of Latin America sovereignty have moved in a direction hostile to this process. National development is
attacked as “extractivism,” as threatening the environment and the indigenous supposedly untouched by Western
civilization. Representing historically oppressed and excluded peoples in the national government is painted as “coopting social movements.” Chinese developmental aid to these countries, now increasingly boycotted by Western
banks and corporations, is painted as “submitting to Chinese imperialism.”
Upside Down World and similar liberal-left media, for instance, claim that the indigenous of Ecuador are opposed to
“extractivism.” However, during the August 2015 protests against Correa, one CONAIE group actually
protested because government stopped a project because of its potential environmental damage:
“in the Southeastern province of Morona Santiago, a group of Indigenous Achuar people have protested for
the third consecutive day in front of the governor’s building, responding to the call by the oppositionaligned indigenous confederation CONAIE. The Indigenous group’s main complaint regards the federal
decision to suspend the environmental license, preventing the province from continuing the work on the
Taisha road. Earlier in June, the Ministry of Environment imposed sanctions against the provincial
government of Morona Santiago, revoking its environmental license and imposing a $70,800 ne over
environmental damages caused during the Macuma-Taisha road project.” [38]
Do not expect this alternative media to inform us that these indigenous were protesting Correa because of the
government’s opposition to building a road through an ecologically sensitive area.
Moreover, the previous CONAIE president, Humberto Cholango, has said “Many nationalities of the Amazonia say
“look, we are the owners of the territory, and yes we want it to be exploited.” These agree with Correa, and the
majority of Ecuadorans, that to leave valuable natural resources untouched while people go without schools, roads,
medical care, employment, hurts their own interests. [39]
Readers of Upside Down World and NACLA will not read this, and are instead told the protests were against
“extractivism” and for Original Peoples’ language rights. (The Ecuador government actually recognizes fourteen
separate Original People languages).
In Ecuador: New left or new colonialism? Fred Fuentes writes:
“No government, even one that comes to power on the back of an insurrection and that destroys the
capitalist state, would be able to meet the needs of the Ecuadorian people while at the same time halting all
extractive industries. However, it can attempt to strike a balance between protecting the environment and
industrializing the country, providing free education and health care for all, empowering the people to take
power into their own hands. The di culty of such a task means mistakes will be made, but also learnt from.

To overcome Ecuador’s legacy of dependency on extractive industries, rich imperialist nations will need to
repay their historic debts to Ecuador’s people. The lack of any willingness to do so has been shown by the
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response from foreign governments to the bold Yasuni Initiative launched by the Correa government in
2007….

Until rich countries are held to account for the crimes they have committed against oppressed Third World
nations no opponent of imperialism can legitimately denounce the Ecuador or Bolivia government for using
wealth from its natural resources to meet peoples’ needs.

Environmental concerns are valid, but so are the very real needs of people to be able to access basic
services that many of us take for granted. And we should never forget who the real culprits of the
environmental crisis are.

Rather than diverting attention from these Western powers and onto anti-imperialist Latin American
governments, we should focus on the real enemies we and the peoples of the oppressed nations face in
common. Their fate is intertwined with our ght at home against Western governments and their corporate
bosses.” [40]
Fuentes writes elsewhere:
“Our task is to oppose imperialist [interference], but “The challenges Bolivia… they are a direct result of
centuries of colonialism and imperialist oppression, which have entrenched Bolivia in its role within the
world economy as a dependent raw commodity exporter. Any chance Bolivia has of moving in a postcapitalist and post-extractivist direction depends on the creation of a new global order, starting with the
reshaping of hemispheric relations. This is precisely what the Bolivian government has attempted to
do….the main way we can help Bolivia’s social movements is still by winning over working people in the
North to a position of solidarity with Bolivia. And the best way to do this is… to build an international
movement against the imperialist system…[We must focus on] explaining why, as long as imperialism
exists, Bolivia’s process of change will undoubtedly continue to face tremendous obstacles and dangers….
‘only a popular uprising of unprecedented scale will prompt nations of the Global North to take their
responsibility to the rest of the globe seriously, and constrain the coercive forces that constrain states like
Bolivia.’”[41]
Conclusion
We expect the corporate media to conceal the impact of Western pillaging on the oppressed Third World countries,
and to participate in the West’s on-going e orts to return pro-Western neoliberal governments. However, for liberalleft media and organizations to take a similar stand, even if watered down, is nothing other than apologetics for
imperialist interference. Not to emphasize imperialism’s historic and continuing exploitive role is not simply dishonest,
not simply apologetics, but also shows a basic lack of human feeling and solidarity with the peoples of the Third
World.
Any serious analysis, whether progressive or not, of an Third World country must start with the role Western
imperialism has played. If not, the analysis does not clarify the causes of the problems their people face, but indirectly
gives cover to the criminal impact of imperialism against the country.
Too many articles are written on the events in Ecuador and Bolivia in the alternative media as if US imperialism is not
an important player. These alternative media sources actually advocate for indigenous groups and environmental
NGOs which are USAID and US corporate nanced. And they criticize these countries for defending their national
sovereignty by shutting down what Bolivian Vice-President Linera called “foreign government nanced organization
NGOs” operating in their countries.
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The stated USAID budget for Latin America is said to be $750 million, but estimates show that the secret part of the
funding, partly in the hands of the CIA, may total twice that.[42] This information, and how this money is spent, ought
to be a focus of any liberal-left alternative media purporting to stand up for the oppressed peoples of the Americas.
In June 2012, unlike NACLA, et al, the foreign ministers of the ALBA countries were quite clear on the devious work
of USAID in their homelands in their June 2012 resolution:
“Citing foreign aid planning and coordination as a pretext, USAID openly meddles in sovereign countries’
domestic a airs, sponsoring NGOs and protest activities intended to destabilize legitimate governments
which are unfavorable from Washington’s perspective. Documents released from the US Department of
State archives carry evidence that nancial support had been provided to parties and groups oppositional
to the governments of ALBA countries, a practice tantamount to undisguised and audacious interference
on the US behalf. In most ALBA countries, USAID operates via its extensive NGO networks, which it runs
outside of the due legal framework, and also illicitly funds media and political groups. We are convinced
that our countries have no need for external nancial support to maintain the democracy established by
Latin American and Caribbean nations, or for externally guided organizations which try to weaken or
sideline our government institutions.” [43]
We nd some liberal-left alternative media knowingly or unknowingly giving legitimacy to US soft coup plotting,
painting US collaborators in Bolivia and Ecuador as defenders of free expression, defenders of nature, defenders of
the indigenous. The US government’s “talking points” on the leaders of the progressive ALBA bloc have worked their
way into liberal-left alternative media, which echo the attacks on these governments by the organizations that have
received US funds.[44] That is not to say that Amazon Watch or Upside Down World or NACLA are themselves funded
by the US government – if it somehow exculpates them that they do this work for free. Even worse, much of this
propaganda against Evo and Correa appears only in the liberal-left alternative press, what we consider our press.
Many of the people who were our allies, or allies on many other issues today, are on the other side of the fence.
As Cory Morningstar wrote:
“In retrospect, most anyone can and will easily condemn the colonizing of natives by missionaries in the
18th and 19th centuries. Yet, today, with NGOs having ful lled this role to continue the practice into the
20th and 21st centuries – we collectively refuse to acknowledge it. We ignore it. We even defend it. The white
paternalism continues with the blessing of the liberal left. ‘Maybe they are good!’ the liberal left cries.
‘Maybe the Indigenous communities like them!’ We can observe the photos of missionaries and their
‘subjects’ in the past. There appears to be no resistance. Yet, we still comprehend that this was wrong.”
But not only do liberal-left alternative media and NGOs let themselves become conveyer belts for US regime change
propaganda. It also illustrates what many who consider themselves on the left still have not come to terms with: their
own arrogant traditionally white attitude that they share with Western colonizers and present day ruling elites: we
know better than you what is good for you, we are the best interpreters and defenders of your democracy and
human rights. That is why they criticize Third World governments that are progressive or independent of US control –
targets for US regime change and color revolution. In contrast, genuine support for the peoples of the Third World
means basing yourself in opposition to imperialism and exposing US attempts to overthrow governments and
undermine movements seeking to break free from the Western domination.

[1] Green Left Weekly series on Correa and WikiLeaks: https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/57531
[2] http://inthesetimes.com/uprising/entry/14202/indigenous_movements_clash_with_latin_americas_left_turn/
More liberal-left alternative media articles attacking Ecuador:
Amazon’s Female Defenders Denounce ‘Macho’ Repression and Demand Rights
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2015/10/19/amazons-female-defenders-denounce-macho-repression-anddemand-rights
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Ecuador Moves to Close Leading Environmental Organization as Part of Crackdown on Civil Society
https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2016/12/21/ecuador-moves-close-leading-environmental-organizationpart-crackdown-civil
Ecuador’s social movements push back against Correa’s neoliberalism
https://wagingnonviolence.org/feature/ecuadors-social-movements-push-back-against-correas-neoliberalism/
How protests forced Ecuador’s upcoming runo presidential election
https://wagingnonviolence.org/feature/ecuador-protests-forced-runo -elections/
People vs. Big Oil: A Mosaic of Oil and Attack Dogs
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/38240-people-vs-big-oil-part-ii-a-mosaic-of-oil-and-attack-dogs
New Witch Hunt in Ecuador Against Indigenous and Environment Defenders
http://www.alternet.org/environment/new-witch-hunt-ecuador-against-indigenous-and-environment-defenders
“Beyond the Petrostate: Ecuador’s Left Dilemma,” the author raises some other issue against
Correa. https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/riofrancos-beyond-petrostate-ecuador-left-dilemma
Christian
Tym answers this very well in reply to Guardian smears on Correa. http://www.importantcool.com/murder-amazonguardians-quest-correa/
Deep in the Amazon a Tiny Tribe is Beating Big Oil
http://readersupportednews.org/news-section2/312-16/28648-deep-in-the-amazon-a-tiny-tribe-is-beating-big-oil
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/together-with-earth/deep-in-the-amazon-a-tiny-tribe-is-beating-big-oil
http://www.coha.org/corrupted-idealism-bolivias-compromise-between-development-and-the-environment/
(which, for instance, pushes the story of “the unanimous rejection by indigenous communities of a highway
constructed through TIPNIS”)
Ecuador To Sell One Third Of Pristine Rainforest To Chinese Oil Companies http://www.mintpressnews.com/2136632/213663/
[3] https://nacla.org/blog/2012/7/2/bolivia-tipnis-marchers-reach-la-paz-following-police-strike-and-coup-allegations
[4] https://nacla.org/blog/2011/8/26/bolivia-tipnis-marchers-face-accusations-and-negotiations
[5] http://upsidedownworld.org/main/international-archives-60/4816-the-politics-of-pachamama-natural-resourceextraction-vs-indigenous-rights-and-the-environment-in-latin-america
[6] http://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2012/09/26/end-to-usaid-spying-looms-in-latin-america.html
https://globalintelnews.wordpress.com/author/globalintelnews/page/8/
[7] http://boliviarising.blogspot.com/2011/09/bolivia-ngos-wrong-on-morales-and.html
[8] For instance:
“The Democracy Centre, Avaaz and Amazon Watch are the main three NGOs, heavily funded by U.S. interests
(Rockefellers, David and Lucile Packard Foundation, Ford Foundation and Soros to name a few), who led the recent
International campaign in which they denounced and demonized Bolivian Indigenous leader Evo Morales and his
government. This destabilization campaign focused on the TIPNIS protests. A violent confrontation between TIPNIS
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protestors (in uenced/funded by U.S. NGOs/USAID/CIDOB) and the police was the vital opportunity needed in order
to execute a destabilization campaign that the U.S. has been strategically planning.”
https://thewrongkindofgreen.wordpress.com/2011/11/23/u-s-funded-democracy-centre-reveals-its-real-reason-forsupporting-the-tipnis-protest-in-bolivia-redd/
[9] http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2011/09/29/about-u-s-amazon-watch-take-action-help-stop-police-repressionin-bolivia-2/
[10] http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Amazon_Watch
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2011/09/29/about-u-s-amazon-watch-take-action-help-stop-police-repression-inbolivia-2/
[11] http://www.la-razon.com/nacional/Pedro-Nuni-lideres-regionales-proyecto_0_1946805357.html
[12] http://upsidedownworld.org/main/ecuador-archives-49/2717-conaie-on-the-attempted-coup-in-ecuador
[13] https://machetera.wordpress.com/2010/09/30/quitos-police-cia-breeding-ground/
http://www.rebelion.org/noticias/2010/10/114032.pdf
[14] http://machetera.wordpress.com/2010/10/01/behind-the-coup-in-ecuador/
[15] Eva Golinger: “CONAIE blamed Correa for the coup, saying he was responsible for the crisis. By doing that while
the coup is in action, it justi es it.” http://www.chavezcode.com/2010/10/evidence-of-ned-fundingaid-to-groups-in.html
[16] http://www.cubadebate.cu/opinion/2010/10/04/veterano-de-la-cia-detras-del-golpe-en-ecuador/#.VjECqLerTIV
USAID is Behind the Ecuadorian Organizations Seeking to Destabilize the Government Coup in Ecuador – by Eva
Golinger
http://www.contrainjerencia.com/?p=20735 states:
Eva Golinger, U.S. writer and researcher, told the state news agency Andes, that many Ecuadorian organizations, some
linked to the indigenous movement and directed by National Assembly member Lourdes Tibán, receive nancial
funding from the State Department the United States, through USAID (United States Agency for International
Development) and NED (National Endowment for Democracy) to destabilize the government of President Rafael
Correa.
Speaking to Andes, Golinger reiterated that the Assemblyperson Lourdes Tibán, of the left Pachakutik Party (political
wing of the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities, CONAIE) is part of Indigenous Enterprise Corporation, an
organization that “actively” receives funding from USAID.
The group, of which is Tibán a founder, is advised by a veteran of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Norman
Bailey, who two years ago was head of a special intelligence mission of the U.S. government Cuba and Venezuela, said
Golinger. Another group funded by USAID is “Citizen Participation,” said the researcher, who studies U.S. interference
in the countries of the region.
When asked by journalist whether she repeats the accusation against Assembly person Tibán, Golinger said she found
evidence that the Assemblyperson is funded by USAID.
“I found what are proofs of it. I do not know if she denies it, but it is impossible to for her to deny it when there is
evidence ¨ Golinger said.
As evidence, the writer and researcher said that ¨ Tibán belongs to an organization that has received funding from
U.S. agencies such as the NED, as well as the USAID, a nancial arm of the Department of State. If I remember
correctly, she belongs to one of these groups which has on its board a veteran of the Central Intelligence Agency,
Norman Baily. He is a longtime member of the U.S. intelligence community, and is an advisor to this organization
belongs (Indigenous Enterprise Corporation), of which Tiban is founder.¨
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“Beyond that I do not know Tibán receives funds personally, but she does belong to an organization that receive
funding from U.S. government agencies.¨
Golinger insisted that the resources Tiban receives from the State Department of the United States she uses to
destabilize democracy.
“Veterano de la CIA, detrás del Golpe en Ecuador”, por Eva Golinger
http://mercosulcplp.blogspot.com/2010/10/veterano-de-la-cia-detras-del-golpe-en.html
https://machetera.wordpress.com/2010/10/01/behind-the-coup-in-ecuador/
see also Golinger and Oscar Heck in http://www.chavezcode.com/2010/10/evidence-of-ned-fundingaid-to-groupsin.html
Violence, disinformation, outright lies and anti-government propaganda
http://www.vheadline.com/readnews.asp?id=84531
VHeadline writer Oscar Heck tells us:
In recent days, in Ecuador, there has been an indigenous movement against the Ecuadorian government’s National
Assembly reading/review of Ecuador’s new Water Laws, which, as far as I know, under their constitution, obliges the
Ecuadorian government to be the sole custodian of water resources.
This issue seems to be clearly understood by most Ecuadorians … yet a small group of Natives from near the Cayambe
region, close to Quito, has started demonstrations (some violent or violence-provoking) accusing the Ecuadorian
government of trying to “privatize” the water and seeking to pass laws to not allow local water commissions any say in
the use and distribution of water resources.
The protests are organized by an indigenous group called the Confederation Of Indigenous Nationalities Of Ecuador
(CONAIE). The assumptions propagated by the likes of CONAIE, that the government will privatize the water resources
and/or no allow local water commissions, are completely false according to Rafael Correa.
It is as if something or someone somewhere in that region is implanting lies into the minds of the locals … just like the
NED- nanced Venezuelan organizations (CTV, Fedecamaras, Primero Justicia, Sumate, CEDICE, etc.) are paid by the US
government to lie to the public and manipulate information in order to create unrest … and subsequent violence … to
then blame or vilify local government.
So, what is CONAIE?
CONAIE was formed out of the union of two already existing organizations, ECUARUNARI and CONFENIAIE.
ECUARUNARI, the regional organization of the Sierra that has been functioning for over 20 years, and the
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of the Ecuadorian Amazon(CONFENIAE), formed in 1980, created that same
year the National Coordinating Council of the Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador, CONACNIE.”
Now, since I highly suspect that CONAIE is nanced, in uenced, controlled or in ltrated in some fashion by the US
government, I decided to go through the NED’s website. I found the following (and more):
Grantor: NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY (NED)
Grantee: Corporación Instituto Empresarial Indígena del Ecuador (Indigenous Enterprise Institute of Ecuador) (IEIE)
Country(ies): Ecuador
Region: Latin America and the Caribbean
Subject(s): Business and Economics
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Grant Awarded: 2006
Amount: 67,955
Grantor: NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY (NED)
Grantee: Fundación Q’ellkaj (Q’ellkaj Foundation)
Country(ies): Ecuador
Region: Latin America and the Caribbean
Subject(s): Youth
Grant Awarded: 2006
Amount: 91,256
So what is the, Corporación Instituto Empresarial Indígena del Ecuador?
And what is Fundación Q’ellkaj (Q’ellkaj Foundation)?
I decided to look into it and found more than I expected. I went to the website of Corporación Instituto Empresarial
Indígena del Ecuador, which is actually Corporación Empresarial Indígena del Ecuador … or CEIE … a not-for-pro t
organization founded in 2005 by Ángel Medina, Mariano Curicama, Lourdes Tibán, Fernando Navarro, and Raúl
Gangotena. Their website also states that Norman Bailey is one of their honorary members.
And who are the other characters involved in the CEIE? According to their website, I quote excerpts in Spanish:
ANGEL MEDINA“ … fundador y presidente de la Fundación Q´ellkaj …”
FERNANDO NAVARRO “ … Presidente de la Federación de Cámaras de Comercio del Ecuador…”
RAUL GANGOTENA “… Tiene relación con los siguientes organismos internacionales: Reagan-Fascell Democracy
Fellow, International Forum for Democratic Studies, National Endowment for Democracy … Embajador del Ecuador en
los Estados Unidos … Actuó como consejero para la Subsecreataría de Defensa en 2001 …”
LOURDES TIBAN “… Asesora del Consejo Político de la ECUARUNARI … la Declaración de los Derechos de los Pueblos
Indígenas en Washington DC …”
Below are the connections I can nd between the information found on the NED and CIEI websites and CONAIE (who
are the ones organizing the anti-government protests are in Ecuador):
-Lourdes Tiban, who is one of the co-founders of CIEI worked with ECUARUNARI, which was one of the founding
organizations of CONAIE.
-Both CIEI and Q´ellkaj receive NED nancing. Angel Medina is/was founder and president of Q´ellkaj and co-founder
of CIEI … and he works with Lourdes Tiban, who was involved with ECUARUNARI, a member organization of CONAIE.
-Raul Gangotena, another co-founder of NED- nanced CIEI, has/had direct links with the NED and works with Lourdes
Tiban, who has/had links to ECUARUNARI, which has/had links to CONAIE.
-Fernando Navarro, another co-founder of CIEI, was president of the Ecuadorian federation of chambers of commerce.
The Federación de Cámaras de Comercio del Ecuador is the equivalent to the NED- nanced Fedecamaras in
Venezuela, one of the organizations which headed up the violent coup against democratically-elected Chavez in 2002
and the subsequent violent economic sabotage of the country in 2002 and 2003. Since he was probably a highly
in uential person, then he probably still is a highly in uential person. Since he works/worked with Lourdes Tiban, and
since Lourdes has/had links to ECUARUNARI (indirectly CONAIE), then he may have in uence over CONAIE.
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At least one person at another Ecuadorian NED- nanced indigenous organization (CIEI), has or has had links with
CONAIE. CIEI was coincidentally created in 2005, not long before Rafael Correa was elected president of Ecuador.
Norman Bailey, who was present at the White House when the NED was created, is a member of CIEI.
Oscar Heck
oscar.heck@vheadline.com
http://www.vheadline.com/heck
Marlon Santi
PRESIDENT, CONAIE
Delfín Tenesaca
PRESIDENT, ECUARUNARI
Tito Puanchir
PRESIDENT, CONFENIAE
Olindo Nastacuaz
PRESIDENT, CONAICE
From Eva: “Organizations in Ecuador such as Participación Ciudadana and Pro-Justicia [Citizen Participation and ProJustice], as well as members and sectors of CODENPE, Pachakutik,CONAIE, the Corporación Empresarial Indígena del
Ecuador [Indigenous Enterprise Corporation of Ecuador] and Fundación Qellkaj [Qellkaj Foundation] have had USAID
and NED funds at their disposal.”
[17] http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2015/05/16/fundacion-pachamama-is-dead-long-live-alba-part-ii/
[18] http://www.minnpost.com/christian-science-monitor/2013/12/odds-ecuador-usaid-moves-leave (Interestingly, the
newspaper the next day made a retraction that Pachamana was currently receiving USAID money).
[19] http://www.pachamama.org/news/we-stand-in-solidarity-with-fundacion-pachamama-in-ecuador
International organized a similar campaign.

Amnesty

[20] https://orionmagazine.org/2012/03/breaking-up-with-the-sierra-club/
[21] https://intercontinentalcry.org/fundacion-pachamama-dead-long-live-alba-part-investigative-report/ (part 1)
[22]“Other foundation advisors include: include Yolanda Kakabadse, president of World Wildlife Fund (WWF) since
2010, Trustee of the Ford Foundation, President of International Union for Conservation of Nature (1996-2004); Ann
Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF (2005-2010, US Secretary of Agriculture (2001-2005), named 46th most
powerful woman by Forbes in 2009; Doug Hattaway, president of Hattaway Communication since 2001, Senior
Communications Adviser for Hilary Clinton (2008); Michael Conroy, Board Chair of Forest Stewardship Council since
2010, Board Chair of Fair Trade USA (2003-2010; Jacob Olander, Director of Forest Trends’ Incubator since 2008, Cofounder of EcoDecisión since 1995, Expert in conservation nance and payments for ecosystem services; Florencia
Montagnini, professor of Tropical Forestry at Yale University since 2001, research advisor to the Smithsonian Institute’s
PRORENA program since 2001, expert in tropical forestry and agroforesty systems.
Runa foundation advisor Yolanda Kakabadse, of WWF, just happens to also be a member of the Environmental
Advisory Board of CocaCola.” (ibid.)
[23] (part 4)
[24] (part 7)
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[25] Fundacion Pachamama is Dead – Long Live ALBA | Part I of an Investigative Report
[26] https://nacla.org/news/2015/11/02/criminals-or-citizens-mining-and-citizen-protest-correa%E2%80%99s-ecuador
[27] Sandra Moog: “Exporting Institutionality” in Globalization, Philanthropy and Civil Society: Protecting Institutional
Logics Abroad (2009) p. 279
[28] Quoted in Paul Dosh and Nicole Kligerman, “Correa vs. Social Movements: Showdown in Ecuador,” NACLA Report
on the Americas, (September 17, 2009), https://nacla.org/node/6124;
Naomi Klein, “Open Letter to President Rafael Correa Regarding Closure of Acción Ecológica,” March 12, 2009
[29] see http://www.accionecologica.org/component/content/article/1868-carta-a-la-comunidad- -ecuatoriana-enrelacion-al-levantamiento-y-la-represion-generada[30] Her Facebook page has posts supporting all the pro-business elite protests against Correa and his proposal to
raise taxes on the rich.
[31] https://www.change.org/p/rafael-correa-stop-the-deportation-of-manuela-picq
[32] http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Foreign-Academic-Detained-in-Ecuador-Riot-Faces-Deportation-201508160010.html
[33] http://upsidedownworld.org/main/ecuador-archives-49/5422-ecuadors-new-indigenous-uprising
[34] http://www.rebelion.org/noticia.php?id=201393
[35] http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2015/06/23/fundacion-pachamama-is-dead-long-live-alba-part-iii/
[36] http://amazonwatch.org/news/2015/0819-ecuadorian-government-violates-human-rights-and-the-constitution
[37] http://www.elciudadano.gob.ec/la-violencia-extrema-predomino-en-manifestaciones-del-13-de-agosto/?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+elciudadanogobec+%28ElCiudadano.gob.ec++Sistema+O cial+de+Informaci%C3%B3n%29
Also Federico Fuentes: https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/59776
[38] “http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Ecuador-Opposition-Unions-Call-for-National-Strike–20150819-0033.html”
[39] https://lalineadefuego.info/2014/04/11/entrevista-a-humberto-cholango-dios-la-naturaleza-y-las-fuerzas-de-losespiritus-de-los-lideres-van-a-proteger-para-que-la-conaie-no-caiga-en-manos-de-la-derecha/
[40] https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/51353
[41] Fred Fuentes, “Bad Left Government” versus “Good Left Social Movements”? in Latin America’s Radical Left” pp.
120-121
[42] see “USAID Spying in Latin America” http://www.globalresearch.ca/usaid-spying-in-latin-america/5306679
[43] http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/7069
[44] https://nacla.org/blog/2013/12/31/close-ngos-asserting-sovereignty-or-eroding-democracy
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BEHIND THE BOLIVIA MINER COOPERATIVES’ PROTESTS AND THE KILLING OF THE BOLIVIAN VICE-MINISTER
Dissident Voice
August 31st, 2016
by Stans eld Smith /

The Bolivian cooperatives’ protests and their August 25 killing of the Bolivian Vice Minister of the Interior Rodolfo
Illanes requires us to question our assumptions about cooperatives. What are the Bolivian mining cooperatives? Most
began during the Great Depression as miners banded together to work a mine in common. However, like many
cooperatives in the US that arose out of the 1960s, they have turned into small businesses. Regardless of their initial
intentions, cooperatives existing in a surrounding capitalist environment must compete in business practices or go
under.
The Bolivian mining cooperatives themselves underwent this process, and have become businesses whose owners
hire labor. Roughly 95% of the cooperative miners are workers, and 5% are owners. It is common for the employed
workers to be temps, or contracted out employees as we refer to them here. They have no social security, no job
security, no health or retirement bene ts.
The mining cooperatives made ten demands on the government, and during the second week of August, they
announced an inde nite strike if the government did not meet their demands, later adding another 14 to the rst 10.
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The three most signi cant demands included rejection of the General Law of Cooperative Mines, which guaranteed
cooperative employees the right to unionize, since they are not cooperative co-owners. The cooperatives owners did
not want their workers represented by unions.
Reuters, and the corporate press, true to form, falsely claimed the opposite, that the cooperative miners were
protesting against the government and demanded their right to form unions.
A second demand was loosening of environmental regulations for the mining cooperatives.
The third key demand was to revoke the law disallowing national or transnational businesses from partnering in
cooperatives. At present cooperatives have 31 contracts with private businesses, most signed before the Evo Morales
era.
The cooperatives want the right to form partnerships with multi-nationals and exploit the natural resources without
the laws protecting the environment. Opening the cooperatives to such privatization ran counter to what was voted
on in the Constitution: “The natural resources are the property of the Bolivian people and will be administered by the
State.”
The Evo Morales government nationalized Bolivia’s natural resources in 2006. Because of this the government share
of the pro ts with corporations from the sale of gas and other natural resources has risen from around 15% to 85%.
Previously under neoliberal governments, about 85% of the pro ts went to corporations. As a result, the Bolivian state
has gained an extra $31.5 billion through 2015, which it has used to develop industry, infrastructure, schools, health
care and hospitals to the mostly Original Peoples population. It has also provided many subsidies for the poor,
bene ting 4.8 million Bolivians out of a population of just over 10 million. This has cut in half the number of Bolivians
living in extreme poverty.
During the August cooperatives’ protests, the Evo Morales government had repeatedly stated it was open to dialogue,
but pointed out it cannot violate the Constitution when faced with the demands of the cooperatives, which are
thinking only of their personal pro ts.
Vice Minister Illanes went to meet with the miner cooperatives’ leaders of the FENCOMIN, Federacion de Cooperativas
Mineras. He was tortured and killed and so far 9 have been charged, including the President of FENCOMIN, who was a
leader in the violent protests.
Before this, Bolivian TV broadcast news of rioting miners charging at police, hurling stones and even sticks of
dynamite. The police responded with tear gas to disperse the protesters. A number of police were injured during the
protests. On August 24, two miners were shot at close range during the road blockades. If the police were responsible,
it contravened the order of President Morales not only not to shoot, but to not bring rearms in the area of the road
blockades.
Vice Minister of Coordination with Social Movements, Alfredo Rada, said after the murder that the issue of the mine
cooperatives should be part of a national debate. He pointed out the cooperative workers are exploited by the
owners, who have created a hierarchy inside the organizations for their private bene t. Rada added, “We respect true
cooperativism, where all are equal, but these companies have been converted into semi-formal capitalist businesses.”
After the murder of Vice-Minister Illanes, Evo declared, “Once again, the national government has squashed an
attempted coup.” He added that the miners had planned to entrench themselves at the roadblocks they had
established and that documents con scated from the o ces of the cooperative miners mention “overthrowing the
government.” He stated that some of the private business and cooperatives’ owners had deceived their workers.
The US has sought to undermine Evo Morales, going back to his rst presidential election campaign. Bolivia’s Cabinet
Chief Juan Ramon Quintana stated over the past eight years the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) has
funded around 40 institutions in Bolivia including economic and social centers, foundations and non-governmental
organizations, at a total amount of over $10 million. US soft coup e orts reached their heights during the separatist
movement by the rich white elite in the Media Luna, and during in the TIPNIS protests in 2011.
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In the fall of 2015 the US developed the Strategic Plan for Bolivia to reverse the progressive popular changes in Bolivia
and restore neoliberal-neocolonial rule. This was written by Carlos Alberto Montaner, a counter-revolutionary Cuban
exile, US Congresspeople such as Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, in charge of USAID for Latin America, and chief leaders of the
Bolivian opposition. One early result was the defeat of the Bolivian referendum to allow Evo Morales to run for
president for a third term.
Venezuelan President Maduro has pointed out that the Dilma coup, the killing of the Bolivian minister, are part of an
imperialist attack on the progressive governments of Latin America. “It is a continent-wide attack by the oligarchies
and the pro-imperialist right wing against all the leaders, governments and popular movements, progressive and
revolutionary left” said Maduro. “With Dilma in Brazil, with Evo in Bolivia, Correa in Ecuador, with Daniel in Nicaragua
and with all the peoples and social movements of Latin America, Venezuela is going to struggle for a sovereign,
independent, humane, and popular future.”
So far the US anti-war, anti-interventionist movements have not strongly responded to the escalating US coup
attempts against progressive elected Latin American governments.

[Stans eld Smith, Chicago ALBA Solidarity, is a long time Latin America solidarity activist, and presently puts out the
AFGJ Venezuela Weekly.]
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Oskar Schlemmer | Der Taucher – costume from Das Triadische Ballett (The Triadic Ballet), 1922

Authentic human rights networks ought to be calling for the arrest and prosecution by the International Criminal Court
of the leaders and agents of Avaaz, Purpose, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (essentially subsidiaries
of convicted inside-trader George Soros’ Open Society Institute) for crimes against humanity. While these shady
organizations (in tandem with the U.S. Government-funded National Endowment for Democracy and USAID) continue
undermining international law at the behest of Wall Street, NATO and the Pentagon, we can at least shine a light on
these voices of death. Sing along with us:
This little light of mine
I’m gonna let it shine
This little light of mine
I’m gonna let it shine
This little light of mine
I’m gonna let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
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[Jay Thomas Taber is an associate scholar of the Center for World Indigenous Studies, a correspondent to Forum for
Global Exchange, and a contributing editor of Fourth World Journal. Since 1994, he has served as communications
director at Public Good Project, a volunteer network of researchers, analysts and journalists engaged in defending
democracy. As a consultant, he has assisted indigenous peoples in the European Court of Human Rights and at the
United Nations. Email: tbarj [at] yahoo.com Website:www.jaytaber.com]
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